
Wel c ome  t o
Sierra Community Church

You are awesome, Oh 
God, in your sanctuary; 
the God of Israel gives 
power and strength to 
his people. Praise be 
to God! 
 - Psalms 68:35 















15He is the image of  the invisible God, the firstborn over 

all creation. 
        16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven 

and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 

rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 

         17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
       18 And he is the head of  the body, the church; he is the 

beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in 

everything he might have the supremacy. 
       19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 
          20 and through him to reconcile to himself  all things, 

whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 

through his blood, shed on the cross.



21  Once you were alienated from God and 

were enemies in your minds because of  your evil 

behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s 

physical body through death to present you holy in his 

sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if 

you continue in your faith, established and firm, not 

moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the 

gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to 

every creature under heaven, and of  which I, Paul, 

have become a servant. 

     -Col. 1:15-23
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“First Place”  “Equal to the 
beginning of all 

things” “Emperor who 
restored order”

“He had put an end 
to war ... and set all 

things in order”
“god-manifest”



In the 
shadow of Rome



1.  He is the                   of  the invisible God.     1:15

A. Who is Christ and what has
he done for us?  1:15-20



1.  He is the                   of  the invisible God.     1:15

A. Who is Christ and what has
he done for us?  1:15-20

IMAGE

Phil. 2:6   Who, being in very nature God,

Heb. 1:3  The Son is the radiance of God’s 
glory and the exact representation of 
his being
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FIRSTBORN

Heb. 1:2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his 
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom he made the universe.

John 1:1-2 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was 
with God in the beginning. 

Psa. 89:27 I will also appoint him my firstborn, the 
most exalted of the kings of the earth. 

John 1:11 He came to that which was his own
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A. Who is Christ and what has
he done for us?  1:15-20

ALL 

John 1:3   Through him all things were 

made; without him nothing was made 

that has been made. 

...in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; 
all things were created by him and for him. 
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HOLDS

Heb. 1:3  sustaining all things by his 
powerful  word.



4.  He                      all things together.     1:17

A. Who is Christ and what has
he done for us?  1:15-20

HOLDS
“Particle physicists such as myself want to know what are the 

fundamental invisible building blocks from which all the matter of the 
universe is made.  What are the basic interactions that glues these 

building blocks together to make the matter that we see around us?  
Most of us think that the current picture we have is incomplete and 
there’s something deeper.  There’s something more fundamental 

working behind what we know.  The excitement of our work
 is we are constantly probing for the chink in the armor of 

our current understanding that will reveal some clue of the 
most profound and fundamental structure that’s 

underneath.”  -Persis Drell
http://w4.lns.cornell.edu/public/lab-info/research.html

http://w4.lns.cornell.edu/public/lab-info/research.html
http://w4.lns.cornell.edu/public/lab-info/research.html
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5.  He is the                  of  the body, the church.  1:18

A. Who is Christ and what has
he done for us?  1:15-20

HEAD

Eph. 4:15  who is the Head, that is, Christ. 

Col. 2:10 and you have been given 
fullness in Christ, who is the head over 
every power and authority. 

Jude 1:25 God our Savior be glory, 
majesty, power and authority, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before 
all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.
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6.  He is the                               from the dead.   1:18

A. Who is Christ and what has
he done for us?  1:15-20

FIRSTBORN

1Cor. 15:20  But Christ has indeed 
been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. 

No Lazarus!
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7.  The                               of  God lives in him.   1:19

A. Who is Christ and what has
he done for us?  1:15-20

FULLNESS 

πλήρωμα plērōma =  “completeness “ or “totality”

κατοικέω  katoikeō  = “DWELL” or “live in permantly”

Col. 1:19 Fall his fullness dwell in him
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PLEASED

Rom. 8:19-20 The creation waits in eager 
expectation...21 that the creation itself 
will be liberated from its bondage to 
decay and brought into the glorious 
freedom of the children of God. 22  We 
know that the whole creation has been 
groaning as in the pains of childbirth 
right up to the present time. 
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your evil behavior. 22 But now he has 
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holy in his sight, without blemish 
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 erapion, the leader of the Christians in Antioch in 
Syria had to reverse a decision he had made.  Serapion 
had heard that the Gospel of Peter was very popular among 
members of the church nearby in Rhossus.  That church 
was under his care, and was convinced that those who 
promoted this gospel had genuine faith.  But then he read 
the book and was forced to change his mind.  He learned 
that those who used this gospel attributed to Peter were 
following a local teacher  who denied that Jesus was truly 
human.  He only appeared to have a human body, they 
said.  So he wrote a letter to the church. He explained that 
while for the most part this “gospel” was in accord with 
“the genuine teaching of the Savior”, it added certain 
heretical ideas...

S



Col. 1:21-22 Once you were 

alienated from God and were 

enemies in your minds because of  

your evil behavior. 22 But now he has 

reconciled you by Christ’s physical 

body through death to present you 

holy in his sight, without blemish 

and free from accusation— 
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B.  Enemies no more!  1:20-23

1.  Guilt                                1:22FREE

1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just and will forgive us 
our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 

Rom. 8:1  Therefore, there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus, 



Col. 1:23 if  you continue in your faith, 

established and firm, not moved from the hope 

held out in the gospel.

Matt. 13:24-30 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven 
is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone 
was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, 
and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, 
then the weeds also appeared. 27 ¶ “The owner’s servants came to 
him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where 
then did the weeds come from?’ 28  “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.  
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you 
may root up the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until 
the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect 
the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the 
wheat and bring it into my barn.’

Genuine or Counterfeit?  



Col. 1:23 if  you continue in your faith, 

established and firm, not moved from the hope 

held out in the gospel.

Genuine or Counterfeit?  

μετακινέω  metakineō  = 

 to move from a place, to move away
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1.  Jesus                          to be first!  

Because of                he is and                 

he has done.

2.  Are you                                 this good 

news?

Application

DESERVES

WHO WHAT

PROCLAIMING




