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patient |ˈpā sh ənt|
      adjective
able to wait without 
becoming annoyed or 
anxious

De f i n i t i on



Commitment to the 
Great Commandment  

 -Mark 12:30-31



Romans 2:4  Don't you realize how kind, 
tolerant, and patient God is with you? Or don't 
you care? Can't you see how kind he has been in 
giving you time to turn from your sin? - NLT

2 Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slow to do what 
he has promised, as some think. Instead, he is 
patient with you, because he does not 
want anyone to be destroyed, but 
wants all to turn away from their sins.   
-GNT

God is Patient



1Tim. 1:16 But for that very reason I was 

shown mercy so that in me, the worst of 

sinners, Christ Jesus might display his 

unlimited patience as an example for those 

who would believe on him and receive 

eternal life.  -NIV

God is Patient



2Pet. 3:15  Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience 

means salvation. -NIV

Jonah 4:2  He prayed to the LORD, “O LORD, is 

this not what I said when I was still at home? 

That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. 

I knew that you are a gracious and 

compassionate God, slow to anger and 

abounding in love, a God who relents 

from sending calamity. -NIV

God is Patient
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God is Patient



Noah’s unscientific but
still useful survey...

1.  Do you feel like others are patient with you 
(particularly when you don’t deliver as expected).

 Yes       No

2.  Who are you most likely to impatient with?
 Parents     Co-worker     Children    Husband/Wife   

Stranger                Other                   

3.  When did you last pray to be more patient?
 In the last week               In the last month 
 In last year                    Can’t remember



Noah’s unscientific but
still useful survey...



Noah’s unscientific but
still useful survey...

People where most likely to be impatient  
with their spouse or their children.



Noah’s unscientific but
still useful survey...

People where most likely to be impatient  
with their spouse or their children.

When did you last pray for patience? - by far, the 

most common response from men  was “Can’t 

Remember”  - on the other hand the most 

common answer for women was “In the last week”



Noah’s unscientific but
still useful survey...



Noah’s unscientific but
still useful survey...

The one question almost everyone 

agreed with was - Would describe our 

culture as being  “patient”?

Overwhelming, the  answer was  NO!



 instant-gratification-ville

X



PRIDE
James 4:6   “God opposes the proud 
but gives grace to the humble”



Patience in an impatient world...

 Genesis 12-16 

Abram and Sarai

PRIDE



Patience in an impatient world...

μακροθυμία
"Macro" means "long, or slow", "thumia" 
means "heat or energy or anger or 
wrath"  -- slow to get angry, you have a 
long fuse, you don't boil over quickly, you 
know how to manage or control 
your anger and frustration. 



Patience in an impatient world...

1.  Be honest with God...

Psa. 61:1 ¶ Hear my cry, O God; listen to my prayer. 
Psa. 86:6 Hear my prayer, O LORD; listen to my cry for 
mercy. 
Psa. 143:1 ¶ O LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry 
for mercy; in your faithfulness and righteousness 
come to my relief. 
Psa. 39:12 “Hear my prayer, O LORD, listen 
to my cry for help; be not deaf to my weeping.



Patience in an impatient world...

2. Repent of your pride and 
lust for more...

John D. Rockefeller, founder of  
Standard Oil, was once asked, 
"How much money is enough?" 
He responded, "Just 
a little bit more."



Patience in an impatient world...

2. Repent of your pride and 
lust for more...

Heb. 13:5 Keep your lives free 

from the love of money and be 

content with what you have



Patience in an impatient world...

3. Love others with the 
patience God shows you...

Col. 3:13 Bear with each other and forgive 
whatever grievances you may have against one 
another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

Psa. 86:15 But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and 
faithfulness. 



Patience in an impatient world...

4.  God is more interested in your 
character than your comfort...

Rev. 1:9  I, John, your brother and 
companion in the suffering and 
kingdom and patient endurance 

James 5:10  Brothers, as an example of patience 
in the face of suffering, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord. 



Patience in an impatient world...

5.  Think about what patience 
looks like...

James 1:19  My dear brothers, take note of 
this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 
speak and slow to become angry 
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