


Philippians	  3:20Philippians	  3:20
"But	  our	  ci*zenship"But	  our	  ci*zenship	  	  is	  in	  heavenis	  in	  heaven
and	  we	  eagerly	  await	  a	  saviorand	  we	  eagerly	  await	  a	  savior
from	  there,	  the	  Lord	  Jesus."from	  there,	  the	  Lord	  Jesus."



1. 1. I am a citizenI am a citizen
of of two worldstwo worlds..



In	  Ephesians	  2:19In	  Ephesians	  2:19
"Consequently	  you	  are	  no	  longer"Consequently	  you	  are	  no	  longer
foreigners	  and	  aliens	  but	  fellowforeigners	  and	  aliens	  but	  fellow
ciAzens	  with	  God's	  people	  andciAzens	  with	  God's	  people	  and
members	  of	  God's	  household."members	  of	  God's	  household."



As	  they	  stretched	  him	  out	  to	  flog	  him,	  Paul	  said	  toAs	  they	  stretched	  him	  out	  to	  flog	  him,	  Paul	  said	  to
the	  centurion	  standing	  there,	  "Is	  it	  legal	  for	  you	  tothe	  centurion	  standing	  there,	  "Is	  it	  legal	  for	  you	  to
flog	  a	  Roman	  ciAzen	  who	  hasn't	  even	  been	  foundflog	  a	  Roman	  ciAzen	  who	  hasn't	  even	  been	  found
guilty?"guilty?"2626When	  the	  centurion	  heard	  this,	  he	  wentWhen	  the	  centurion	  heard	  this,	  he	  went
to	  the	  commander	  and	  reported	  it.	  "What	  are	  youto	  the	  commander	  and	  reported	  it.	  "What	  are	  you
going	  to	  do?"	  he	  asked.	  "This	  man	  is	  a	  Romangoing	  to	  do?"	  he	  asked.	  "This	  man	  is	  a	  Roman
ciAzen.ciAzen.””	  	  2727The	  commander	  went	  to	  Paul	  and	  asked,The	  commander	  went	  to	  Paul	  and	  asked,
"Tell	  me,	  are	  you	  a	  Roman	  ciAzen?"	  "Tell	  me,	  are	  you	  a	  Roman	  ciAzen?"	  	  	  "Yes,	  I	  am,"	  he"Yes,	  I	  am,"	  he
answered.answered.	  	  ……2929Those	  who	  were	  about	  to	  quesAonThose	  who	  were	  about	  to	  quesAon
him	  withdrew	  immediately.	  The	  commander	  himselfhim	  withdrew	  immediately.	  The	  commander	  himself
was	  alarmed	  when	  he	  realized	  that	  he	  had	  put	  Paul,was	  alarmed	  when	  he	  realized	  that	  he	  had	  put	  Paul,
a	  Roman	  ciAzen,	  in	  chains.a	  Roman	  ciAzen,	  in	  chains. 	  	  

Acts	  22:25-‐27,29Acts	  22:25-‐27,29





Luke	  20:22Luke	  20:22
"And	  they	  came	  to	  Jesus	  and	  said,	  `Is"And	  they	  came	  to	  Jesus	  and	  said,	  `Is
it	  right	  for	  us	  to	  pay	  taxes	  to	  Caesar	  orit	  right	  for	  us	  to	  pay	  taxes	  to	  Caesar	  or
not?'	  He	  saw	  through	  their	  duplicitynot?'	  He	  saw	  through	  their	  duplicity
and	  said	  to	  them,	  `Show	  me	  aand	  said	  to	  them,	  `Show	  me	  a
denariusdenarius.	  	  Whose	  portrait	  and.	  	  Whose	  portrait	  and
inscripAon	  are	  on	  it?'	  `Caesar's'	  theyinscripAon	  are	  on	  it?'	  `Caesar's'	  they
replied.	  	  He	  said	  to	  them,	  `Then	  givreplied.	  	  He	  said	  to	  them,	  `Then	  givee
to	  Caesar	  what's	  Caesar's	  and	  to	  Godto	  Caesar	  what's	  Caesar's	  and	  to	  God
what's	  God.'"what's	  God.'"



““Seek	  ye	  first	  theSeek	  ye	  first	  the
kingdom	  of	  God	  andkingdom	  of	  God	  and
His	  righteousness."His	  righteousness."

Ma`hew	  6:33Ma`hew	  6:33



2.2.My My primaryprimary
obedienceobedience
is to God.is to God.



Then	  they	  called	  themThen	  they	  called	  them
in	  again	  and	  theyin	  again	  and	  they
commanded	  them	  notcommanded	  them	  not
to	  speak	  or	  teach	  at	  allto	  speak	  or	  teach	  at	  all
in	  the	  name	  of	  Jesus.in	  the	  name	  of	  Jesus.
But	  Peter	  and	  JohnBut	  Peter	  and	  John
replied,	  `Judge	  forreplied,	  `Judge	  for
yourself	  whether	  it'syourself	  whether	  it's
right	  in	  God's	  sight	  toright	  in	  God's	  sight	  to
obey	  you	  rather	  thanobey	  you	  rather	  than
God.	  God.	  '	  '	  Acts	  4:18,19Acts	  4:18,19



`We	  gave	  you	  strict`We	  gave	  you	  strict
orders	  not	  to	  teach	  inorders	  not	  to	  teach	  in
this	  name.	  	  And	  yet	  youthis	  name.	  	  And	  yet	  you
filled	  all	  Jerusalem	  withfilled	  all	  Jerusalem	  with
your	  teaching	  and	  areyour	  teaching	  and	  are
determined	  to	  make	  usdetermined	  to	  make	  us
guilty	  of	  this	  man'sguilty	  of	  this	  man's
blood.'	  	  Peter	  and	  theblood.'	  	  Peter	  and	  the
other	  apostles	  replied	  other	  apostles	  replied	  wewe
must	  obey	  God	  rathermust	  obey	  God	  rather
than	  menthan	  men."."  Chapter	  5:27Chapter	  5:27





Always	  be	  prepared	  to	  give	  anAlways	  be	  prepared	  to	  give	  an
answer	  to	  everyone	  who	  asks	  you	  toanswer	  to	  everyone	  who	  asks	  you	  to
give	  the	  reason	  for	  the	  hope	  thatgive	  the	  reason	  for	  the	  hope	  that
you	  have.	  But	  do	  this	  withyou	  have.	  But	  do	  this	  with
gentleness	  and	  respect,gentleness	  and	  respect,
1	  Peter	  3:15b1	  Peter	  3:15b









3.3.  I am toI am to
obey the lawobey the law

wheneverwhenever
possible.possible.



Titus	  3:1Titus	  3:1
"Remind	  the	  people	  to	  be"Remind	  the	  people	  to	  be
subject	  to	  rulers	  andsubject	  to	  rulers	  and
authori*es,	  to	  be	  obedientauthori*es,	  to	  be	  obedient
and	  to	  be	  ready	  to	  doand	  to	  be	  ready	  to	  do
whatever	  is	  good."whatever	  is	  good."



Scripture’s Four Reasons
Why We Obey the Civil Law

1. God has established 1. God has established authority.authority.

"Everyone	  must	  submit	  himself	  to	  the"Everyone	  must	  submit	  himself	  to	  the
governing	  authoriAes	  for	  there	  is	  nogoverning	  authoriAes	  for	  there	  is	  no
authority	  but	  that	  which	  God	  hasauthority	  but	  that	  which	  God	  has

established."established."  Romans	  13:1Romans	  13:1



Scripture’s Four Reasons
Why We Obey the Civil Law

2. I'm to obey the law for 2. I'm to obey the law for my own good.my own good.

"Rulers	  hold	  no	  terror	  for	  those	  who	  do	  right"Rulers	  hold	  no	  terror	  for	  those	  who	  do	  right
but	  those	  who	  do	  wrong."	  Romans	  13:3but	  those	  who	  do	  wrong."	  Romans	  13:3



Scripture’s Four Reasons
Why We Obey the Civil Law

3. T3. To maintain a o maintain a clear conscious.clear conscious.

"Therefore	  it	  is	  necessary	  to	  submit	  to"Therefore	  it	  is	  necessary	  to	  submit	  to
authori*es,	  not	  only	  because	  of	  possibleauthori*es,	  not	  only	  because	  of	  possible

punishment	  but	  also	  because	  of	  conscious."punishment	  but	  also	  because	  of	  conscious."
Romans	  13:	  5Romans	  13:	  5



Scripture’s Four Reasons
Why We Obey the Civil Law

    4. To maintain a 4. To maintain a good testimony.good testimony.
"Submit	  yourselves	  "Submit	  yourselves	  for	  the	  Lord's	  sakefor	  the	  Lord's	  sake	  to	  every	  to	  every
authority	  insAtuted	  among	  men.authority	  insAtuted	  among	  men.	  	  Whether	  to	  theWhether	  to	  the
king,	  as	  the	  supreme	  authority,	  or	  to	  governorsking,	  as	  the	  supreme	  authority,	  or	  to	  governors
who	  are	  sent	  by	  him	  to	  punish	  those	  who	  dowho	  are	  sent	  by	  him	  to	  punish	  those	  who	  do
wrong	  and	  to	  commend	  those	  who	  do	  right.	  	  For	  itwrong	  and	  to	  commend	  those	  who	  do	  right.	  	  For	  it
is	  God's	  will	  that	  by	  doing	  good	  you	  should	  silenceis	  God's	  will	  that	  by	  doing	  good	  you	  should	  silence
the	  ignorant	  talk	  of	  foolish	  men.the	  ignorant	  talk	  of	  foolish	  men.””	  	  	  	  I	  Peter	  2:13I	  Peter	  2:13



But	  even	  if	  you	  shouldBut	  even	  if	  you	  should
suffer	  for	  what	  is	  right,	  yousuffer	  for	  what	  is	  right,	  you
are	  blessed.are	  blessed. 1	  Peter	  3:141	  Peter	  3:14





A distance of 1000 milesA distance of 1000 miles



66 Daniel,  Daniel, HananiahHananiah, , MishaelMishael, and, and
Azariah Azariah were four of the youngwere four of the young
men chosen, all from the tribe ofmen chosen, all from the tribe of
Judah.Judah.

77 The chief of staff renamed them The chief of staff renamed them
with these Babylonian names:with these Babylonian names:

Daniel was called Daniel was called BelteshazzarBelteshazzar..  
Hananiah Hananiah was called Shadrach.was called Shadrach.  
Mishael Mishael was called was called MeshachMeshach..  
Azariah Azariah was called was called AbednegoAbednego..



88 But Daniel was determined But Daniel was determined
not to defile himself bynot to defile himself by
eating the food and wineeating the food and wine
given to them by the king.given to them by the king.
He asked the chief of staffHe asked the chief of staff
for permission not to eatfor permission not to eat
these unacceptable foods.these unacceptable foods.

Daniel 1:8Daniel 1:8





DanielDaniel’’s	  Story	  Teaches	  Us:s	  Story	  Teaches	  Us:
That	  honoring	  God	  alwaysThat	  honoring	  God	  always

leads	  to	  leads	  to	  greater	  blessings	  forgreater	  blessings	  for
you	  and	  others.you	  and	  others.





4.4.  I am toI am to  pray forpray for
public officialspublic officials



1	  Timothy	  2:1,2	  Paul	  says,1	  Timothy	  2:1,2	  Paul	  says,

"I	  urge	  then,	  first	  of	  all,	  that"I	  urge	  then,	  first	  of	  all,	  that
requests,	  prayers,	  intercessionsrequests,	  prayers,	  intercessions
and	  thanksgiving	  be	  made	  forand	  thanksgiving	  be	  made	  for

everyone,	  for	  kings	  and	  all	  thoseeveryone,	  for	  kings	  and	  all	  those
in	  authority."in	  authority."



5.5.  I am to payI am to pay
taxes requiredtaxes required

by myby my
government.government.



"This	  is	  also	  why	  you	  pay	  taxes."This	  is	  also	  why	  you	  pay	  taxes.
For	  the	  authoriAes	  are	  God'sFor	  the	  authoriAes	  are	  God's
servants	  who	  give	  their	  full	  Ame	  toservants	  who	  give	  their	  full	  Ame	  to
governing.	  	  Give	  everyone	  whatgoverning.	  	  Give	  everyone	  what
you	  owe	  him.	  If	  you	  own	  taxes,you	  owe	  him.	  If	  you	  own	  taxes,
pay	  taxes.	  	  If	  revenue,	  thenpay	  taxes.	  	  If	  revenue,	  then
revenue.	  	  If	  respect,	  respect.	  	  Ifrevenue.	  	  If	  respect,	  respect.	  	  If
honor,	  then	  honor."	  Romans	  13honor,	  then	  honor."	  Romans	  13:6:6



6.6. As a Christian,As a Christian,
I am to influenceI am to influence
my governmentmy government

for goodfor good..



"You	  are	  the	  salt	  of	  the	  earth.	  	  But	  if	  the	  salt"You	  are	  the	  salt	  of	  the	  earth.	  	  But	  if	  the	  salt
looses	  its	  salAness,	  how	  can	  it	  be	  made	  saltylooses	  its	  salAness,	  how	  can	  it	  be	  made	  salty
again.	  	  It's	  not	  longer	  good	  for	  anything	  exceptagain.	  	  It's	  not	  longer	  good	  for	  anything	  except
to	  be	  thrown	  out	  and	  trampled	  by	  men.	  	  Youto	  be	  thrown	  out	  and	  trampled	  by	  men.	  	  You
are	  the	  light	  of	  the	  world.	  	  A	  city	  set	  on	  the	  hillare	  the	  light	  of	  the	  world.	  	  A	  city	  set	  on	  the	  hill
cancannot	  be	  hid.	  	  Neither	  do	  people	  light	  a	  lampnot	  be	  hid.	  	  Neither	  do	  people	  light	  a	  lamp
and	  put	  it	  under	  a	  bowl.	  	  They	  put	  it	  on	  a	  standand	  put	  it	  under	  a	  bowl.	  	  They	  put	  it	  on	  a	  stand
and	  it	  gives	  light	  to	  everyone	  in	  the	  room.	  	  Theand	  it	  gives	  light	  to	  everyone	  in	  the	  room.	  	  The
same	  way,	  let	  your	  light	  shine	  before	  men	  thatsame	  way,	  let	  your	  light	  shine	  before	  men	  that
they	  may	  see	  ythey	  may	  see	  your	  good	  deeds	  and	  praise	  yourour	  good	  deeds	  and	  praise	  your
FFather	  in	  heaven."ather	  in	  heaven."  Ma`hew	  5:13Ma`hew	  5:13


























