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Wondered how men who 
were so careful in 
the training of 

occult could be so 
indifferent to the 
training of their 
OWN CHILDREN.



George Barna, Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions, p. 26



George Barna, Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions, p. 26





Proverbs 10:1

The proverbs of Solomon. 
A wise son makes a father glad, 
But a foolish son is a grief to his 

mother. 



Proverbs 13:1

A wise son accepts his 
father’s discipline, 

But a scoffer does not 
listen to rebuke.  



Proverbs 15:20

A wise son makes a 
father glad, 

But a foolish man 
despises, his mother.    



Proverbs 17:25

A foolish son is a grief 
to his father, 

And bitterness to her 
who bore him.    



Proverbs 28:24

He who robs his father or his 
mother, 

And says, “It is not a 
transgression,” 

Is the companion of a man who 
destroys.    





Proverbs 29:15

The rod and reproof give 
wisdom, but a child who 
gets his own way brings 

shame to his mother.    





Proverbs 1:10

If sinners entice you,
turn your back on them!  



Proverbs 1:24 - 27

24 “I called you so often, but 
you wouldn’t come.

I reached out to you, but you 
paid no attention.

25 You ignored my advice
and rejected the correction I 

offered.



26 So I will laugh when you 
are in trouble!

I will mock you when 
disaster overtakes you —

Proverbs 1:24 - 27



27 when calamity overtakes 
you like a storm,

when disaster engulfs you 
like a cyclone,

and anguish and distress 
overwhelm you. 

Proverbs 1:24 - 27



30 They rejected my advice
and paid no attention when I 

corrected them.
31 Therefore, they must eat the 

bitter fruit of living their own way,
choking on their own schemes.

Proverbs 1:30 - 32



32 For simpletons turn away 
from me — to death.

Fools are destroyed by their 
own complacency.  

Proverbs 1:30 - 32





Proverbs 9:12

If you are wise, you 
are wise for yourself, 
And if you scoff, you 

alone will bear it.  



Proverbs 19:3

The foolishness of man 
subverts his way, 

And his heart rages against 
the Lord.





Proverbs 1:8 & 9

Hear, my son, your father’s 
instruction, 

And do not forsake your 
mother’s teaching; 

Indeed, they are a graceful 
wreath to your head, 

And ornaments about your neck.   



Proverbs 2:1 & 5
1 My son, if you will receive 

my sayings, 
And treasure my 

commandments within you . . .
5 Then you will discern the fear 

of the Lord, 
And discover the knowledge of 

God.  



Proverbs 3:1

My son, do not forget 
my teaching, 

But let your heart keep 
my commandments. 



Proverbs 4:1

Hear, O sons, the instruction 
of a father, 

And give attention that you 
may gain understanding.  





Deuteronomy 24:16

Fathers shall not be put to 
death for their sons, nor shall 
sons be put to death for their 
fathers; everyone 
shall be put to death for 
his own sin. 

Principle: Each 
individual is responsible 
for his or her own sins.



Deuteronomy 5:9

You shall not worship them or 
serve them; for I, the Lord your 
God, am a jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children, and on the third 
and the fourth generations 
of those who hate me. 



Proverbs 22:6

Train a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old 
he will not turn from it.

hanak

Dedicate to sacred 
purposes 





2 Timothy 3:14 & 15

14 But you must remain 
faithful to the things you 
have been taught.  You know 
they are true, for you 
know you can trust those 
who taught you.  



2 Timothy 3:14 & 15

15 You have been taught the 
Holy Scriptures from childhood, 
and they have given you the 
wisdom to receive the 
salvation that comes by 
trusting in Christ Jesus.



2 Timothy 1:5

I remember your genuine faith, 
for you share the faith that first 
filled your grandmother Lois 
and your mother, Eunice.  
And I know that same 
faith continues strong 
in you.





George Barna, Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions, p. 58



In recent years it has become 
popular to interpret this verse to 
mean that the training should be 
according to the child’s way.  That 
is, the wise parent will discern the 
natural bent of the individual 
child and train
him or her
accordingly.  



This may be a practical and 
useful idea, but it is not likely 
what this proverb had in mind.  In 
Proverbs there are only two 
“ways” a child can go, the way of 
the wise and the righteous or the 
way of the 
fool and the 
wicked.  



Hence the Contemporary English 
Version translation: “Teach your 
children right from wrong, and 
when they are grown they will still 
do right.”  (Expositors Bible Commentary)





1.  You cannot rest on the 
faith of your parents 

2.  You cannot blame your 
parents or your past 



3.  Godly parents do not 
have to beat themselves up 
over the bad choices their 

children have made 



4.  We dare not be complacent

5.  Children deserve our 
best efforts 



6.  The Church has a 
responsibility for the next 

generation too.  




