




Choosing to Live Choosing to Live 
Behind Enemy LinesBehind Enemy Lines



O Lord, how long will you forget O Lord, how long will you forget 
me? Forever? How long will youme? Forever? How long will youme? Forever? How long will you me? Forever? How long will you 
look the other way? 2 How long look the other way? 2 How long 
must I struggle with anguish in mymust I struggle with anguish in mymust I struggle with anguish in my must I struggle with anguish in my 
soul, with sorrow in my heart soul, with sorrow in my heart 

d ? H l illd ? H l illevery day? How long will my every day? How long will my 
enemy have the upper hand?enemy have the upper hand?y ppy pp

Psalm 13:1,2 Psalm 13:1,2 



O Lord, O Lord, how longhow long will you forget will you forget 
me? Forever?me? Forever? How longHow long will youwill youme? Forever? me? Forever? How longHow long will you will you 
look the other way? 2 look the other way? 2 How longHow long
must I struggle with anguish in mymust I struggle with anguish in mymust I struggle with anguish in my must I struggle with anguish in my 
soul, with sorrow in my heart soul, with sorrow in my heart 

d ?d ? H lH l illillevery day? every day? How longHow long will my will my 
enemy have the upper hand?enemy have the upper hand?y ppy pp

Psalm 13:1,2 Psalm 13:1,2 



1. At some point, every1. At some point, every1. At some point, every 1. At some point, every 
Christian will feel tired Christian will feel tired 

of waiting on God.of waiting on God.gg
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2. At some point, 2. At some point, 
Ch i ti illCh i ti illevery Christian will every Christian will 

t th t b it th t b isuspect that being suspect that being 
good isn’t worth itgood isn’t worth itgood isn’t worth it. good isn’t worth it. 
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3. At some point, 3. At some point, 
Ch i ti illCh i ti illevery Christian will every Christian will 

d bd bwander away because wander away because 
of the first two pointsof the first two pointsof the first two points.of the first two points.
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1 BEWARE1 BEWARE1. BEWARE 1. BEWARE 
THE SELFTHE SELF--THE SELFTHE SELF

PITY CYCLEPITY CYCLEPITY CYCLEPITY CYCLE
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SELF-PITY CYCLESELF PITY CYCLE

DESPAIRDESPAIRDESPAIRDESPAIR
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SELF-PITY CYCLESELF PITY CYCLE
••DESPAIRDESPAIR••DESPAIRDESPAIR

But David kept thinking to himself, But David kept thinking to himself, 
“Someda Sa l is going to get“Someda Sa l is going to get“Someday Saul is going to get “Someday Saul is going to get 

me. 1 Samuel 27:1ame. 1 Samuel 27:1a
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SELF-PITY CYCLESELF PITY CYCLE

DELUSIONDELUSIONDELUSIONDELUSION

Living 
BehindBehind 
Enemy 
Lines



SELF-PITY CYCLESELF PITY CYCLE
••DELUSIONDELUSION••DELUSIONDELUSION

The best thing for me to do isThe best thing for me to do isThe best thing for me to do isThe best thing for me to do is
escape to the Philistines. Then Saulescape to the Philistines. Then Saul
will stop hunting for me, and I willwill stop hunting for me, and I will
finally be safe ”finally be safe ” 1 Samuel 27:1b1 Samuel 27:1bfinally be safe.  finally be safe.   1 Samuel 27:1b 1 Samuel 27:1b 
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SELF-PITY CYCLESELF PITY CYCLE

You are never You are never 
li i dli i dlimited to limited to 

t h it h itwo choices.two choices.
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SELF-PITY CYCLESELF PITY CYCLE

“Once we call something “Once we call something 
‘ il’ it b i t‘ il’ it b i ta ‘necessary evil’, it begins to a ‘necessary evil’, it begins to 

look more and more necessary look more and more necessary oo o e a d o e ecessa yoo o e a d o e ecessa y
and less and less evil.”and less and less evil.”
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SELF-PITY CYCLESELF PITY CYCLE

DISOBEDIENCEDISOBEDIENCEDISOBEDIENCEDISOBEDIENCE
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SELF-PITY CYCLESELF PITY CYCLE
••DISOBEDIENCEDISOBEDIENCE••DISOBEDIENCEDISOBEDIENCE

So David took his six hundred So David took his six hundred 
men and their families and wentmen and their families and wentmen and their families and went men and their families and went 
to live at Gathto live at Gath 1 Samuel 27:21 Samuel 27:2to live at Gath... to live at Gath...  1 Samuel 27:21 Samuel 27:2
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SELF-PITY CYCLESELF PITY CYCLE

DELIGHTDELIGHTDELIGHTDELIGHT
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SELF-PITY CYCLESELF PITY CYCLE
••DELIGHTDELIGHT••DELIGHTDELIGHT

““Word soon reached Saul that David hadWord soon reached Saul that David hadWord soon reached Saul that David had Word soon reached Saul that David had 
fled to Gath, so he stopped hunting for fled to Gath, so he stopped hunting for 
him.  …6 So Achish gave him the town ofhim.  …6 So Achish gave him the town of
ZiklZikl 1 S l 27 4 61 S l 27 4 6Ziklag . Ziklag .  1 Samuel 27:4,61 Samuel 27:4,6
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SELF-PITY CYCLESELF PITY CYCLE

DESTRUCTIONDESTRUCTIONDESTRUCTIONDESTRUCTION
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SELF-PITY CYCLESELF PITY CYCLE

DESTRUCTIONDESTRUCTION••DESTRUCTIONDESTRUCTION

D id d hi h iD id d hi h iDavid and his men spent their David and his men spent their 
time raidingtime raiding 1 Samuel 27:81 Samuel 27:8time raiding time raiding  1 Samuel 27:81 Samuel 27:8
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DESTRUCTIONDESTRUCTION

David didn’t leave one person alive in David didn’t leave one person alive in 
th ill h tt k d 11 Nth ill h tt k d 11 Nthe villages he attacked. …11 No one the villages he attacked. …11 No one 
was left alive to come to Gath and tell was left alive to come to Gath and tell 
where he had really been. This happened where he had really been. This happened 

i d i hil h li ii d i hil h li iagain and again while he was living among again and again while he was living among 
the Philistines. the Philistines. 1 Samuel 27:9,111 Samuel 27:9,11,,



SELF-PITY CYCLESELF PITY CYCLE

DECEPTIONDECEPTIONDECEPTIONDECEPTION
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SELF-PITY CYCLESELF PITY CYCLE

DESPAIR               DESPAIR                DELUSIONDELUSION
DISOBEDIENCEDISOBEDIENCE DELIGHTDELIGHTDISOBEDIENCEDISOBEDIENCE DELIGHTDELIGHT
DESTRUCTIONDESTRUCTION DECEPTIONDECEPTIONDESTRUCTIONDESTRUCTION DECEPTIONDECEPTION
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SELF-PITY CYCLESELF PITY CYCLE
••DECEPTIONDECEPTION••DECEPTIONDECEPTION

““Wh did k id t d ?”Wh did k id t d ?”““Where did you make your raid today?” Where did you make your raid today?” 
Achish would ask. And David would reply, Achish would ask. And David would reply, p y,p y,
“Against the south of Judah,“Against the south of Judah,

1 S l 2 101 S l 2 101 Samuel 27:101 Samuel 27:10
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DECEPTIONDECEPTIONDECEPTIONDECEPTION

QuickTime™ and a
Video decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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SELF-PITY CYCLE

T i  t  t th  T i  t  t th  

SELF PITY CYCLE

Trying to get the Trying to get the 
RIGHT THING RIGHT THING RIGHT THING RIGHT THING 

the the the the 
WRONG WAYWRONG WAY
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2  Be sure 2  Be sure 2. Be sure 2. Be sure 
COMPROMISES HAVE COMPROMISES HAVE COMPROMISES HAVE COMPROMISES HAVE 

CONSEQUENCESCONSEQUENCESCONSEQUENCESCONSEQUENCES
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COMPROMISES HAVE 
CONSEQUENCESCONSEQUENCES

Three days later when David and hisThree days later when David and hisThree days later, when David and his Three days later, when David and his 
men arrived home they found that the men arrived home they found that the 
A l kit h d d id d h dA l kit h d d id d h dAmalekites had made a raid and had Amalekites had made a raid and had 
burned Ziklag to the ground. 2 They hadburned Ziklag to the ground. 2 They hadg g yg g y
carried off the women and children ...carried off the women and children ...

1 Samuel 30:1 21 Samuel 30:1 21 Samuel 30:1,21 Samuel 30:1,2
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COMPROMISES HAVE 
CONSEQUENCESCONSEQUENCES

When David and his men saw the ruinsWhen David and his men saw the ruinsWhen David and his men saw the ruins When David and his men saw the ruins 
and realized what had happened to and realized what had happened to 
their families, 4 they wept until they their families, 4 they wept until they 
could weep no more. could weep no more. pp

1 Samuel 30:3,41 Samuel 30:3,4
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COMPROMISES HAVE 
CONSEQUENCESCONSEQUENCES

When David and his menWhen David and his men saw the ruinssaw the ruinsWhen David and his men When David and his men saw the ruinssaw the ruins
and realized what had happened to and realized what had happened to 
their families,their families, 4 they wept until they 4 they wept until they 
could weep no more. could weep no more. pp

1 Samuel 30:3,41 Samuel 30:3,4
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COMPROMISES HAVE 
CONSEQUENCESCONSEQUENCES

“David was now in serious trouble“David was now in serious troubleDavid was now in serious trouble David was now in serious trouble 
because his men were very bitter because his men were very bitter 
b l h d h ldb l h d h ldabout losing their wives and children, about losing their wives and children, 
and they began to talk of stoning him. and they began to talk of stoning him. y g gy g g

1 Samuel 30:6a1 Samuel 30:6a
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Do not be deceived: God cannot be Do not be deceived: God cannot be 
mocked. A man reaps what he mocked. A man reaps what he 
sowssows 88Whoever sows to pleaseWhoever sows to pleasesows. sows. 88Whoever sows to please Whoever sows to please 
their flesh, from the flesh will reap their flesh, from the flesh will reap 
d i hd i hdestruction; whoever sows to destruction; whoever sows to 
please the Spirit, from the Spirit willplease the Spirit, from the Spirit willplease the Spirit, from the Spirit will please the Spirit, from the Spirit will 
reap eternal life.  Galatians 6:7,8reap eternal life.  Galatians 6:7,8
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3  BELIEVE 3  BELIEVE IT’S IT’S 3. BELIEVE 3. BELIEVE IT’S IT’S 
NEVER TOO LATE NEVER TOO LATE NEVER TOO LATE NEVER TOO LATE 

TO RETURNTO RETURNTO RETURNTO RETURN
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NEVER TOO LATE TO RETURN

“But David found strength in “But David found strength in gg
the LORD his God.” the LORD his God.” 
1 S l 30 6b1 S l 30 6b1 Samuel 30:6b1 Samuel 30:6b
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NEVER TOO LATE TO RETURN

“But David found “But David found strengthstrength in in gg
the LORD his God.” the LORD his God.” 
1 S l 30 6b1 S l 30 6b1 Samuel 30:6b1 Samuel 30:6b
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NEVER TOO LATE TO RETURN

I h t i lik thI h t i lik thI have swept away your sins like the I have swept away your sins like the 
morning mists. I have scattered your morning mists. I have scattered your 
offenses like the clouds. Oh, return to offenses like the clouds. Oh, return to 
me, for I have paid the price to set youme, for I have paid the price to set youme, for I have paid the price to set you me, for I have paid the price to set you 
free.”free.” Isaiah 44:22Isaiah 44:22
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NEVER TOO LATE TO RETURN

I hI h t i lik tht i lik thI haveI have swept away your sins like the swept away your sins like the 
morning mists. morning mists. I haveI have scattered your scattered your 
offenses like the clouds. Oh, return to offenses like the clouds. Oh, return to 
me, forme, for I haveI have paid the price to set youpaid the price to set youme, for me, for I haveI have paid the price to set you paid the price to set you 
free.”free.” Isaiah 44:22Isaiah 44:22

Living 
BehindBehind 
Enemy 
Lines



NEVER TOO LATE TO RETURN
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