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Richard Bauckham

Cites extensive evidence that
for decades after Jesus death

and resurrection the people
who were healed by Jesus
and the disciples who had
lived with Jesus for three

years—continually and
publicly repeated these
incidents in great detail.



A"er	
  that,	
  he	
  appeared	
  to	
  moreA"er	
  that,	
  he	
  appeared	
  to	
  more
than	
  five	
  hundred	
  of	
  thethan	
  five	
  hundred	
  of	
  the

brothers	
  and	
  sisters	
  at	
  the	
  samebrothers	
  and	
  sisters	
  at	
  the	
  same
6me,	
  most	
  of	
  whom	
  are	
  s6ll6me,	
  most	
  of	
  whom	
  are	
  s6ll
living,	
  living,	
  ……	
  1	
  Corinthians	
  15:6	
  1	
  Corinthians	
  15:6





Many	
  have	
  undertaken	
  to	
  draw	
  up	
  anMany	
  have	
  undertaken	
  to	
  draw	
  up	
  an
account	
  of	
  the	
  things	
  that	
  have	
  beenaccount	
  of	
  the	
  things	
  that	
  have	
  been
fulfilledfulfilled	
  	
  among	
  us,	
  among	
  us,	
  22	
  just	
  as	
  they	
  were	
  just	
  as	
  they	
  were
handed	
  down	
  to	
  us	
  by	
  those	
  who	
  from	
  thehanded	
  down	
  to	
  us	
  by	
  those	
  who	
  from	
  the
first	
  were	
  eyewitnesses	
  and	
  servants	
  of	
  thefirst	
  were	
  eyewitnesses	
  and	
  servants	
  of	
  the
word.	
  word.	
  33	
  With	
  this	
  in	
  mind,	
  since	
  I	
  myself	
  With	
  this	
  in	
  mind,	
  since	
  I	
  myself
have	
  carefully	
  inves6gated	
  everything	
  fromhave	
  carefully	
  inves6gated	
  everything	
  from
the	
  beginning,	
  I	
  too	
  decided	
  to	
  write	
  anthe	
  beginning,	
  I	
  too	
  decided	
  to	
  write	
  an
orderly	
  account	
  for	
  you,	
  most	
  excellentorderly	
  account	
  for	
  you,	
  most	
  excellent
TheophilusTheophilus,	
  ,	
  44	
  so	
  that	
  you	
  may	
  know	
  the	
  so	
  that	
  you	
  may	
  know	
  the
certainty	
  of	
  the	
  things	
  you	
  have	
  beencertainty	
  of	
  the	
  things	
  you	
  have	
  been
taught.taught.	
  	
   Luke	
  1:1-­‐4Luke	
  1:1-­‐4





The	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  gospel	
  aboutThe	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  gospel	
  about
Jesus	
  Christ,	
  the	
  Son	
  of	
  God.Jesus	
  Christ,	
  the	
  Son	
  of	
  God.
Mark	
  1:1Mark	
  1:1



The	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  gospel	
  aboutThe	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  gospel	
  about
Jesus	
  Christ,	
  the	
  Son	
  of	
  God.Jesus	
  Christ,	
  the	
  Son	
  of	
  God.
Mark	
  1:1Mark	
  1:1

Christos,
from Greek

means
“Anointed King”



The	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  gospel	
  aboutThe	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  gospel	
  about
Jesus	
  Christ,	
  the	
  Son	
  of	
  God.Jesus	
  Christ,	
  the	
  Son	
  of	
  God.
Mark	
  1:1Mark	
  1:1

Christos,
synonymous

with Hebrew term
Messiah





1. Who is He1. Who is He??
as	
  it	
  is	
  wriPen	
  in	
  Isaiah	
  the	
  prophet:as	
  it	
  is	
  wriPen	
  in	
  Isaiah	
  the	
  prophet:
““I	
  will	
  send	
  my	
  messenger	
  ahead	
  ofI	
  will	
  send	
  my	
  messenger	
  ahead	
  of
you,you,	
  	
  who	
  will	
  prepare	
  your	
  waywho	
  will	
  prepare	
  your	
  way””——
	
  	
  33	
  	
  ““a	
  voice	
  of	
  one	
  calling	
  in	
  thea	
  voice	
  of	
  one	
  calling	
  in	
  the
wilderness,	
  wilderness,	
  	
  	
  ‘‘PrPrepare	
  the	
  way	
  forepare	
  the	
  way	
  for
the	
  Lord,	
  the	
  Lord,	
  make	
  straight	
  paths	
  formake	
  straight	
  paths	
  for
him.him.’’””	
  Vs.	
  2,3	
  Vs.	
  2,3



Who is HeWho is He??

	
  	
  ‘‘PrPrepare	
  the	
  way	
  for	
  the	
  epare	
  the	
  way	
  for	
  the	
  LordLord,,

In Isaiah the Hebrew
word we translate to

LORD is
YAHWEH

 which is God’s
personal covenant

name





••GodGod’’s	
  coming	
  to	
  uss	
  coming	
  to	
  us
will	
  change	
  thewill	
  change	
  the

motive	
  of	
  our	
  heartsmotive	
  of	
  our	
  hearts



••GodGod’’s	
  coming	
  to	
  uss	
  coming	
  to	
  us
is	
  the	
  bestis	
  the	
  best

resource	
  to	
  dealresource	
  to	
  deal
with	
  our	
  suffering.with	
  our	
  suffering.



••GodGod’’s	
  coming	
  to	
  uss	
  coming	
  to	
  us
is	
  a	
  great	
  motivatoris	
  a	
  great	
  motivator
for	
  for	
  peace	
  and	
  justice.peace	
  and	
  justice.





2.	
  The	
  Implications	
  2.	
  The	
  Implications	
  of	
  Baptismsof	
  Baptisms
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  in	
  the	
  Desertin	
  the	
  Desert

And	
  so	
  John	
  the	
  Bap6stAnd	
  so	
  John	
  the	
  Bap6st
appeared	
  in	
  the	
  wildernessappeared	
  in	
  the	
  wilderness,,
preaching	
  a	
  bap6smpreaching	
  a	
  bap6sm
of	
  repentance	
  for	
  theof	
  repentance	
  for	
  the
forgiveness	
  of	
  sins.	
  	
  Vs	
  4forgiveness	
  of	
  sins.	
  	
  Vs	
  4



““preaching	
  a	
  bap,smpreaching	
  a	
  bap,sm
of	
  repentanceof	
  repentance””

BiblicalBiblical	
  	
  ““repentancerepentance””
is	
  is	
  acknowledging	
  oneacknowledging	
  one’’ss
guilt	
  of	
  sin	
  and	
  turningguilt	
  of	
  sin	
  and	
  turning

to	
  the	
  LORD	
  forto	
  the	
  LORD	
  for
forgiveness.forgiveness.



The	
  whole	
  Judean	
  countryside	
  andThe	
  whole	
  Judean	
  countryside	
  and
all	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  Jerusalem	
  wentall	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  Jerusalem	
  went
out	
  to	
  him.	
  Confessing	
  their	
  sins,out	
  to	
  him.	
  Confessing	
  their	
  sins,
they	
  were	
  bap6zed	
  by	
  him	
  in	
  thethey	
  were	
  bap6zed	
  by	
  him	
  in	
  the
Jordan	
  River.Jordan	
  River.	
  	
   Vs	
  5Vs	
  5





3.	
  Two	
  roads,	
  Two	
  destinations.3.	
  Two	
  roads,	
  Two	
  destinations.

He	
  is	
  a	
  voice	
  shou6ngHe	
  is	
  a	
  voice	
  shou6ng
in	
  the	
  wilderness,in	
  the	
  wilderness,	
  	
  
‘‘Prepare	
  the	
  wayPrepare	
  the	
  way
for	
  for	
  the	
  Lordthe	
  Lord’’s	
  coming!s	
  coming!	
  	
  
Clear	
  the	
  road	
  for	
  him!	
  	
  Clear	
  the	
  road	
  for	
  him!	
  	
   Vs	
  3Vs	
  3






