


Then	  Jesus	  entered	  a	  house,	  andThen	  Jesus	  entered	  a	  house,	  and
again	  a	  crowd	  gathered,	  so	  thatagain	  a	  crowd	  gathered,	  so	  that
he	  and	  his	  disciples	  were	  nothe	  and	  his	  disciples	  were	  not
even	  able	  to	  eat.even	  able	  to	  eat.	  	  
Mark	  3:20Mark	  3:20



When	  his	  family	  heard	  aboutWhen	  his	  family	  heard	  about
this,	  they	  went	  to	  take	  charge	  ofthis,	  they	  went	  to	  take	  charge	  of
him,	  for	  they	  said,	  him,	  for	  they	  said,	  ““He	  is	  out	  ofHe	  is	  out	  of
his	  mind.his	  mind.””

Mark	  3:21Mark	  3:21



And	  the	  teachers	  of	  the	  law	  whoAnd	  the	  teachers	  of	  the	  law	  who
came	  down	  from	  Jerusalemcame	  down	  from	  Jerusalem
said,	  said,	  ““He	  is	  possessed	  byHe	  is	  possessed	  by
Beelzebub!	  By	  the	  prince	  ofBeelzebub!	  By	  the	  prince	  of
demons	  he	  is	  driving	  outdemons	  he	  is	  driving	  out
demons.demons.”” Mark	  3:22Mark	  3:22



The	  Gospels	  were	  written	  toThe	  Gospels	  were	  written	  to
close	  to	  the	  life	  of	  Jesus	  to	  haveclose	  to	  the	  life	  of	  Jesus	  to	  have

been	  legends.been	  legends.



The	  content	  of	  these	  Gospels	  isThe	  content	  of	  these	  Gospels	  is
way	  to	  counter-‐productive.way	  to	  counter-‐productive.



2000	  years	  ago	  no	  one	  wrote2000	  years	  ago	  no	  one	  wrote
fictional	  stories	  like	  that.fictional	  stories	  like	  that.



Of the Gospel texts
there are only two
possible views. Either
this is historical
reporting or else some
unknown ancient
writer, without known
predecessors or
successors suddenly
anticipated the

C.S. Lewis



technique of modern
novelistic, realistic
narrative, 2000 years
ahead of when it
happened. The reader
who doesn’t see this is
simply not learned to
read.”

C.S. Lewis



……	  	  but	  whoever	  blasphemesbut	  whoever	  blasphemes
against	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  will	  neveragainst	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  will	  never
be	  forgiven;	  they	  are	  guilty	  of	  anbe	  forgiven;	  they	  are	  guilty	  of	  an
eternal	  sin.eternal	  sin.”” Mark	  3:Mark	  3:2929



And	  the	  teachers	  of	  the	  law	  whoAnd	  the	  teachers	  of	  the	  law	  who
came	  down	  from	  Jerusalemcame	  down	  from	  Jerusalem
said,	  said,	  ““He	  is	  possessed	  byHe	  is	  possessed	  by
Beelzebub!	  By	  the	  prince	  ofBeelzebub!	  By	  the	  prince	  of
demons	  he	  is	  driving	  outdemons	  he	  is	  driving	  out
demons.demons.”” Mark	  3:22Mark	  3:22



So	  Jesus	  called	  them	  over	  to	  himSo	  Jesus	  called	  them	  over	  to	  him
and	  began	  to	  speak	  to	  them	  inand	  began	  to	  speak	  to	  them	  in
parables:parables:	  	  “How	  can	  Satan	  drive
out	  Satan?



If	  a	  kingdom	  is	  divided	  againstIf	  a	  kingdom	  is	  divided	  against
itself,	  that	  kingdom	  cannot	  stand.itself,	  that	  kingdom	  cannot	  stand.
2525	  If	  a	  house	  is	  divided	  against	  If	  a	  house	  is	  divided	  against
itself,	  that	  house	  cannot	  stand.	  itself,	  that	  house	  cannot	  stand.	  2626
And	  if	  Satan	  opposes	  himself	  and	  isAnd	  if	  Satan	  opposes	  himself	  and	  is
divided,	  he	  cannot	  stand;	  his	  enddivided,	  he	  cannot	  stand;	  his	  end
has	  come.	  has	  come.	  2727	  In	  fact,	  no	  one	  can	  In	  fact,	  no	  one	  can
enter	  a	  strong	  manenter	  a	  strong	  man’’s	  house	  withouts	  house	  without
first	  tying	  him	  up.	  Then	  he	  canfirst	  tying	  him	  up.	  Then	  he	  can
plunder	  the	  strong	  manplunder	  the	  strong	  man’’s	  house.s	  house.



If	  a	  If	  a	  kingdomkingdom	  is	  divided	  is	  divided
against	  itself,	  thatagainst	  itself,	  that

kingdomkingdom	  cannot	  stand.	  cannot	  stand.



If	  a	  If	  a	  househouse	  is	  divided	  is	  divided
against	  itself,	  thatagainst	  itself,	  that
househouse	  cannot	  stand.	  cannot	  stand.



And	  if	  And	  if	  SatanSatan	  opposes	  opposes
himself	  and	  is	  divided,himself	  and	  is	  divided,
he	  cannot	  stand;	  hishe	  cannot	  stand;	  his

end	  has	  come.end	  has	  come.



In	  fact,	  no	  one	  can	  enter	  a	  strongIn	  fact,	  no	  one	  can	  enter	  a	  strong
manman’’s	  house	  without	  first	  tying	  hims	  house	  without	  first	  tying	  him
up.	  Then	  he	  can	  plunder	  the	  strongup.	  Then	  he	  can	  plunder	  the	  strong
manman’’s	  house.s	  house.	  	  	  	  	  	   Mark	  3:27Mark	  3:27



All	  the	  strength	  of	  Israel	  vanAll	  the	  strength	  of	  Israel	  vanishesishes
beneath	  his	  fierce	  anger.	  beneath	  his	  fierce	  anger.	  The	  LoThe	  Lordrd
has	  withdrawn	  his	  protecTonhas	  withdrawn	  his	  protecTon	  	  aass
the	  enemy	  aUacks.	  the	  enemy	  aUacks.	  ……44	  He	  bends	  his	  He	  bends	  his
bow	  against	  his	  people,	  as	  thoughbow	  against	  his	  people,	  as	  though
he	  were	  their	  enemy.he	  were	  their	  enemy.
LamentaTons	  2:3,4LamentaTons	  2:3,4



There	  is	  theThere	  is	  the
ultimate	  mightinessultimate	  mightiness
whenwhen	  	  the	  LORD	  ofthe	  LORD	  of
thethe	  	  universe	  allowsuniverse	  allows
himselfhimself	  	  to	  be	  weakto	  be	  weak

so	  that	  heso	  that	  he
can	  destroycan	  destroy
evil	  withoutevil	  without

destroying	  us.destroying	  us.



Bless	  those	  who	  persecute	  you;Bless	  those	  who	  persecute	  you;
bless	  and	  do	  not	  curse.bless	  and	  do	  not	  curse.	  	  ……17	  Do	  not17	  Do	  not
repay	  anyone	  evil	  for	  evil.	  repay	  anyone	  evil	  for	  evil.	  …….	  .	  2020	  On	  On
the	  contrary:the	  contrary:	  	  ““If	  yourIf	  your	  enemy	  is	  enemy	  is
hungry,	  feed	  him;	  hungry,	  feed	  him;	  if	  he	  is	  thirsty,if	  he	  is	  thirsty,
give	  him	  something	  to	  drink.give	  him	  something	  to	  drink.

Romans	  12:14,17,20Romans	  12:14,17,20



The way to destroyThe way to destroy
evil is by notevil is by not

participating in theparticipating in the
retaliation.retaliation.



In	  doing	  this,	  you	  will	  heapIn	  doing	  this,	  you	  will	  heap
burning	  coals	  on	  his	  head.burning	  coals	  on	  his	  head.””	  	  2121
Do	  not	  be	  overcome	  by	  evil,	  butDo	  not	  be	  overcome	  by	  evil,	  but
overcome	  evil	  with	  good.overcome	  evil	  with	  good.
Romans	  12:20,21Romans	  12:20,21



Truly	  I	  tell	  you,	  people	  can	  beTruly	  I	  tell	  you,	  people	  can	  be
forgiven	  all	  their	  sins	  and	  everyforgiven	  all	  their	  sins	  and	  every
slander	  they	  uUer,slander	  they	  uUer,	  	  vs	  vs	  2828



……but	  whoever	  blasphemesbut	  whoever	  blasphemes
against	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  will	  neveragainst	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  will	  never
be	  forgiven;	  they	  are	  guilty	  of	  anbe	  forgiven;	  they	  are	  guilty	  of	  an
eternal	  sin.eternal	  sin.””
vs.	  29vs.	  29



3434	  Then	  he	  looked	  at	  those	  Then	  he	  looked	  at	  those
seated	  in	  a	  circle	  around	  himseated	  in	  a	  circle	  around	  him
and	  said,	  and	  said,	  ““Here	  are	  myHere	  are	  my
mother	  and	  my	  brothers!	  mother	  and	  my	  brothers!	  3535
Whoever	  does	  GodWhoever	  does	  God’’s	  will	  iss	  will	  is
mymy	  brother	  and	  sister	  and	  brother	  and	  sister	  and
mother.mother.



Psalm	  27:10Psalm	  27:10
Though	  my	  father	  andThough	  my	  father	  and
mother	  forsake	  me,	  mother	  forsake	  me,	  thethe
LORD	  will	  receive	  me.LORD	  will	  receive	  me.




