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Mark 

12: 28-34



28 One of the teachers of the law 

came and heard them debating. 

Noticing that Jesus had given 

them a good answer, he asked 

him, “Of all the commandments, 

which is the most important?”



28 One of the teachers of the law 

came and heard them debating. 

Noticing that Jesus had given 

them a good answer, he asked 

him, “Of all the commandments, 

which is the most important?”

3 Previous Challenges...

11:28 "By what authority... And who 

gave you authority?"

12:14 Is it right to pay the imperial tax?

12:18 Then the Sadducees.. came to him 

with a question.



28 One of the teachers of the law 

came and heard them debating. 

Noticing that Jesus had given 

them a good answer, he asked 

him, “Of all the commandments, 

which is the most important?”

Which commandment is most important?

613 to choose from!!!



2 9 "The most impor tan t one , " 

answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O 

Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is 

one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind and with all your 

strength.' 31 The second is this: 'Love 

your neighbor as yourself.' There is no 

commandment greater than these."



ἀγαπάω = Love

-indicating a direction of the will and 
finding one’s joy in something or someone.  
(Complete Word Study Dictionary)

-to welcome, to entertain, to be well pleased, 
to be contented at or with a thing. (BlueLetterBible)

Love the Lord your God. . .
Love your neighbor. . .

http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G25&t=NIV
http://fruitoftheword.com/2010/03/love-agape-and-phileo/



ἀγαπάω = Love

Love the Lord your God. . .
Love your neighbor. . .

John 13:34-35 “A new command I give 
you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. 
35 By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another.”



ἀγαπάω = Love

Love the Lord your God. . .
Love your neighbor. . .

James 2:8  If you really keep the 
royal law found in Scripture, “Love 
your neighbor as yourself,” you 
are doing right. 



ἀγαπάω = Love

Love the Lord your God. . .
Love your neighbor. . .

Gal. 5:14 The entire law is 
summed up in a single 
command: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.”



2.   Spirituality is practical.

3 Basic Christian Principles

1.   Loving God & loving 
others is a choice.

3.   Our love for others is a 
re!ection of God’s love for us!



32 "Well said, teacher," the man 
replied. "You are right in saying 
that God is one and there is no 
other but him. 33 To love him with 
all your heart, with all your 
understanding and with all your 
s t rength , and to love your 
neighbor as yourself is more 
important than all burnt offerings 
and sacrifices."



32 "Well said, teacher," the man 
replied. "You are right in saying 
that God is one and there is no 
other but him. 33 To love him with 
all your heart, with all your 
understanding and with all your 
s t rength , and to love your 
neighbor as yourself is more 
important than all burnt offerings 
and sacrifices."

Matt. 5:23  “Therefore, if you are 
offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother or sister 
has something against you, 24 leave 
your gift there in front of the altar. First 
go and be reconciled to them; then 
come and offer your gift.



34 When Jesus saw that he had 

answered wisely, he said to him, 

"You are not far from the 

kingdom of God." And from then 

on no one dared ask him any 

more questions.



34 When Jesus saw that he had 

answered wisely, he said to him, 

"You are not far from the 

kingdom of God." And from then 

on no one dared ask him any 

more questions.

“You are not far from the 
Kingdom of God...”
Jesus is impressed that he affirms 

the truth BUT Jesus expects his 

actions to reflect God’s love in 

how he treats others. 



1.  Knowing it’s ok to ASK questions.

2. That love means LISTENING.

3.  God’s love in you CHANGES 
the world!





Tertullian

“Our care for the derelict and 
our active love have become 
our distinctive sign before the 

enemy … See, they say, how 
they love one another 
and how ready they are 
to die for each other.” 
(Apology 39)



We who used to value the acquisition of 
wealth and possessions more than 
anything else now bring what we have 
into a common fund and share it with 
anyone who needs it. We used to hate 
and destroy one another and refused to 
associate with people of another race or 
country. Now, because of Christ, we live 
together with such people and
pray for our enemies.”  
Justin Martyr -165 AD



“I think that when the poor happened

to be neglected and overlooked by the

priest, the impious Galileans observed

this and devoted themselves to

benevolence... (They) support not only

their poor, but ours as well,

everyone can see that our

people lack aid from us.”362AD



1.  Knowing it’s ok to ASK question.

2. That love means LISTENING.

3.  God’s love in you CHANGES 
the world!



Celebrating an amazing 
God in an amazing place!

Sierra 
Community 
Church




