


4 So Joshua called together the twelve men he had chosen—one
from each of the tribes of Israel. ° He told them, “Go into the

middle of the Jordan, in front of the Ark of the Lord your God.
Each of you must pick up one stone and carry it out on your
shoulder—twelve stones in all, one for each of the twelve tribes
of Israel. ° We will use these stones to build a memorial.

'In the future your chlldren will ask you “What do these stones
« mean?’ " Tell them . ’

Joshua 4:1 -7
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Enter his gates with thanksgiving
~and his courts with praise; give
thanks to him and praise his name. /"‘ 1

Give thanks to the Lord, call on
h1s name; make known among
ons what he has done.

- Praise the Lord Give thanks
" to the Lord, for he is good;
his love endures forever.

-~ 1 7 -

Psalm ros5:1 8
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. give thanks in all
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- circumstances, for this is God’
will for you in Christ Jesus.

. Bl - 1 Thessalonians §:17 J _




21 Yes, they knew God, but they w

ouldn’t

-.‘
" worship him as God or even give him thanks.

.

e And they began to think up foolish ideas of
- what God was like. As a result, their minds
1 became dark and confused. > Claiming to be
wise, they instead became utter fools. >3 And
instead of worshiping the glorious, everliving
God, they worshiped idols made to look like

- mere people and birds and animals and reptiles.

Romans 1:21 - 23
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arch 13, 1863

JOHN A. ANDREW,

CGOVERNOR:

Wiereas, The President of th lni N riea did by hix Proel
and set apart THURSDAY, the thirt; g nl' April, 3, as
observance of that day on the part of all u.. people of the United §
1 do, theref eque is Proclamation of the Chief E ii o Nation be ,...;.h,.,“[ and pi
which the l'n- nmation of the Governor of Ma etts is accustomed to be promulgated,
voke the attention of all mumnn of the Gospel, as well ax of all the good people
o the specinl serviees and duties of ence, prayer and the worship of God,

JOHN A. ANDREW.

By His Ex Y TiE GOVERNO) ! 1,
OLIVER WARNER, Secretary.

God save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

BY HIS EXCELLENCY

ABRAHAM LINCOLN,

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

A PROCLAMATION
For a Day of Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer.

WaEREAs, The Senate of the United States, devoutly recognizing the Supreme Authority and just Government of Almighty God, in all the affirs of men and
of nations, has, by a resolution, requested the President to designate and sot apart a day for National prayer and hum

atio
And Whereas, It is tho duty of nations, as well as of men, to own their dependence upon the overruling power of God, to cor ns and transge

t with sssured hope that gennine repentence will {0 merey und. parion, ind o Tecogniss e wublime’ Crath, announced i the Holy Scriptures and
proven by all history, that those nations only aro blessed whose God is the Lord :

And, Insomuch as we know that, by His divine law, nations, like individuals, aro subjected to punishments imd chastisoments in this world, may
that the awiul calamity of civil war, which now desolates the land, may be but a punishment inflicted upon us for our pr
ation as a wholo Pec We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven. Wo have been pre
i and power as no other nation has ever grown.  But we have forgotten God. ' Wo have
nd mmultiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and wo havo vainly imagined, in tho deccitfulncss of our h
ur Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel
00 proud to pray to the God that mado us?

he needful end of our national

ings wero produced by
sity of redeeming and preserving

It behooves us, then, to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness.

ow, therefore, in compliance with the requet |y concurring in the views of the o, T do, by this my proclamation, designate and set apart T
the 30th day of April, 186 y jonal Humiliation, Fasti and Pra, And I d reby ruluq st all the People to ab n on that day from their ord
sccular pursuits, and to unite, at their several placs of public \lur-lup and thelr vespoctive homes, fn keeping the day holy to the Lord, and devotad to the humbly
discharge of the rel s duties proper to that solemm ocea .

All this being done, in sincerity and truth, let us then rest humbly in the hope, horized by the Divine teachings, that the united ery of the Nation will be heard
h, and answered with blessings, no less than the pardon of our national sins, and restoration of our now divided and suffering country to its former happy condition
of unity and
IN Wirsess Wnereor, 1 have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington this thirtieth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and of the Inde

ppendence of the
United States the cighty-seventh.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

By mur Presioest :

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State.




No. 9.

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: Oct. 3, 1863.

A PROCLAMATION.

TrE year that is drawing toward its close has been filled with the blessings Day of thanks-
of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly giving and praise
cnjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from which they come, others set apart.
have been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature that they cannot fail
to penetrate and soften the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever-
watchful providence of Almighty God.

In the midst of a civil war of unequalled magnitude and severity, which has
sometimes scemed to foreign states to invite and provoke their aggressions,

seace has been preserved with all nations, order has been maintained, the laws
{mw been respected and obeved, and bharmony has prevailed everywhere,

except in the theatre of military conflict; while that theatre has been greatly
contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union. ) :

Needful diversions of wealth and of strength from the fields of peaceful indus.
try to the national defence have not arrested the plough, the shuttle, or the
ship; the axe has enlarged the borders of our settlements, and the mines, as
well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even more abun-
dantly than heretofore. Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding the
waste that has been made in the camp, the siege, and the battle-field, and the
country, rejoicing in the consciousness of augmented strength and vigor, is per-
mitted to expect continuance of years with large increase of freedom.

No human counsel hath devised, nor hath any mortal hand worked out these
great things. They are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while
dealing with us in anger for our sins, bath nevertheless remembered mercy.

It bas seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, rever-
ently, and gratefully acknowledged as with one heart and one voice by the
whole American people. I do, therefore, invite my fellow<itizens in every
part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are
sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of
November next as a Day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Fatber
who dwelleth in the heavens. And I recommend to them that, while offering
up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances and l)‘.r's‘sinf_'.;i.
they do also, with bumble penitence for our national perverseness and disobe-
dionce, commend to His tender care all those who have become widows, or-
phans, mourners, or sufferers, in the lamentable civil strife in which we are
unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty
hand to heal the wounds of the nation, and to restore it, as soon as may be con-
sistent with the Divine purposes, to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony,
tranquillity, and union.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of
the United States to be aflixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this third day of October, in the year
[L.s.] of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and of the
Independence of the United States the eighty-eighth.

OCtOber 3 1863 e ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
’ ) ) 3 swaent

Wirriam H. Sewarp, Secretary of State.
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October 3, 1789




Plymouth, Massachusetts, 1621
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1. It’s easy to find things to complain
| a.bout and hard to find things for which to
—TT give thanks . . . work at it and do it anyway.

| : o 1 Thessalonians 5:17
i 2. Take personal responsibility to —

lead your family in giving thanks.

3. Ta}ke personal responsibil;ty to trainmyowur.

thlldren, your grandchildren, the children

of our church, in the “way they sh ”
, y should go.

& M Proverbsg22:6

4. Create and/or expose your children to |

things (memorials) that open opportunities to =7~

rehearse for them the things God has done.
- Psalm 10521










