John 1:1— 18 —" In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was
with God, and the Word was God. ° He existed in the beginning with God. *
God created everything through him, and nothing was created except through
him. * The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought
light to everyone. ° The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never
extinguish it.

1 He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize
him. ' He came to his own people, and even they rejected him. '* But to all
who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of
God. * They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human
passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God.

1 So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full
of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the
Father’s one and only Son.

16 From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after
another. '’ For the law was given through Moses, but God’s unfailing love and
Jaithfulness came through Jesus Christ. '® No one has ever seen God. But the
unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s heart. He has revealed
God to us.

Luke 1:31 — 35 =" You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name
him Jesus. *2 He will be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. > And he will
reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!” . . .*> “The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So
the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God.”

Matthew 1:20 — 21 -2 ... “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the
Holy Spirit. *' And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.”
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The Supreme Gift in a
Plain Wrapper

Similarities between A Christmas Story and THE
Christmas Story

A that is to be desired above all else

A who takes great
pleasure in giving the best

A filled with anticipation and hope

God, the Generous Giver

He has given us

He is Immanuel — God with us.

Matthew 1:22 — 23 — 2 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said
through the prophet: »* “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and
they will call him Immanuel,” which means “God with us.” (NIV)

Hebrews 2:14 — 18 — " Because God’s children are human beings—made of
flesh and blood—the Son also became flesh and blood. For only as a human
being could he die, and only by dying could he break the power of the devil,
who had the power of death. > Only in this way could he set free all who have
lived their lives as slaves to the fear of dying.

1 We also know that the Son did not come to help angels; he came to help
the descendants of Abraham. '” Therefore, it was necessary for him to be made
in every respect like us, his brothers and sisters, so that he could be our
merciful and faithful High Priest before God. Then he could offer a sacrifice
that would take away the sins of the people. '® Since he himself has gone
through suffering and testing, he is able to help us when we are being tested.
(NLT)



He has given us the gift of

Colossians 1:15 — 20 —° Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He
existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation, ' for
through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. He
made the things we can see and the things we can’t see—such as thrones,
kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created
through him and for him.

7 He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together.

18 Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body. He is the
beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in
everything.

" For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, >’ and through
him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in
heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. (NLT)

Colossians 2:13 — 14— ° You were dead because of your sins . . . Then God
made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. '* He canceled the
record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.
(NLT)

He has given us an

Acts 2:22 — 24 — 2 “People of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus the
Nazarene by doing powerful miracles, wonders, and signs through him, as you
well know. > But God knew what would happen, and his prearranged plan was
carried out when Jesus was betrayed. With the help of lawless Gentiles, you
nailed him to a cross and killed him. ** But God released him from the horrors
of death and raised him back to life, for death could not keep him in its grip.
(NLT)

Romans 8:31 — 34 — “*! What shall we say about such wonderful things as
these? 1f God is for us, who can ever be against us? ** Since he did not spare
even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won'’t he also give us everything
else? ** Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for
God himself has given us right standing with himself. ** Who then will condemn
us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was raised to life for us, and he is
sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, interceding for us. (NLT)

Isaiah 53:2 — 3 —? He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in
his appearance that we should desire him. ° He was despised and rejected by
men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men
hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. (NIV)

Which of these two pictures most closely resembles
your relationship with God’s supreme gift?

“I have seen your salvation . . .” — Luke 2:30

“Take him away! Take him away! — John 19:15



