


	  	  John	  19:23,24John	  19:23,24
When	  the	  soldiers	  crucified	  Jesus,When	  the	  soldiers	  crucified	  Jesus,
they	  took	  his	  clothes,	  dividing	  themthey	  took	  his	  clothes,	  dividing	  them
into	  four	  shares,	  one	  for	  each	  ofinto	  four	  shares,	  one	  for	  each	  of
them,	  with	  the	  undergarmentthem,	  with	  the	  undergarment
remaining.	  This	  garment	  wasremaining.	  This	  garment	  was
seamless,	  woven	  in	  one	  piece	  fromseamless,	  woven	  in	  one	  piece	  from
top	  to	  boDom.top	  to	  boDom.2424	  	  ““LetLet’’s	  not	  tear	  it,s	  not	  tear	  it,””
they	  said	  to	  one	  another.	  they	  said	  to	  one	  another.	  ““LetLet’’ss
decide	  by	  lot	  who	  will	  get	  it.decide	  by	  lot	  who	  will	  get	  it.””





I.	  What	  theI.	  What	  the
mocking	  of	  Jesusmocking	  of	  Jesus
on	  the	  cross	  sayson	  the	  cross	  says
about	  our	  hearts:about	  our	  hearts:



AA..	  	  ItIt	  shows	  us	  the	  shows	  us	  the
absolute	  hostility	  absolute	  hostility	  we	  havewe	  have
to	  the	  to	  the	  magnitude	  andmagnitude	  and
exclusivity	  of	  His	  exclusivity	  of	  His	  claims.claims.



Jesus	  said	  to	  them,	  Jesus	  said	  to	  them,	  ““I	  have	  shownI	  have	  shown
you	  many	  good	  works	  from	  theyou	  many	  good	  works	  from	  the
Father.	  Father.	  ForFor	  	  whichwhich	  of	  these	  do	  you	  of	  these	  do	  you
stone	  me?stone	  me?””	  	  3333	  	  ““We	  are	  not	  stoningWe	  are	  not	  stoning
you	  for	  any	  good	  work,you	  for	  any	  good	  work,””	  they	  they
replied,	  replied,	  ““but	  for	  blasphemy,but	  for	  blasphemy,
because	  you,	  a	  mere	  man,	  claim	  tobecause	  you,	  a	  mere	  man,	  claim	  to
be	  God.be	  God.””	  	   John	  10:32,33John	  10:32,33



Anne Rice



“The skeptical arguments that
insisted that the gospels were
suspect; were written too late to
be eyewitness accounts, all
those arguments lack coherence
and were full of conjecture.



Some of the books I read were
assumptions piled upon

assumptions. Absurd conclusions
were reached based upon little

data or no data at all.



The whole case for the non-
divine Jesus who stumbled into
Jerusalem and somehow got
crucified and had nothing to do
with the Christianity founding
that came later, that whole
picture which floated in liberal
circles I had frequented for
thirty years, that case was
never made.



But not only was the case not
made I found something even
more surprising. I discovered
that these scholars, so many of
them devoted their life to New
Testament scholarship, disliked
Jesus.



Some pitied him as a helpless
failure. Others sneered at him.
Some showed outright
contempt. Now I’d never come
across this in any other field of
research I had studied.



For example for people who go
into Elizabethan studies are not
out to prove Queen Elisabeth was
an idiot. People in Elizabethan
studies don’t make snickering
remarks about her, or spend their
careers trying to pick apart her
historical reputation.



Occasionally scholars will study
a villain in history, yes, but even
then they tend to argue for his
or her place in history.



But in general scholars don’t
spend their lives in the
company of historic figures who
they openly despise. But these
New Testament scholars detest
and despise Jesus Christ.”





We can’t stand those claims,
and you know why?

Because those claims
force us into an

ALL OR NOTHING
decision.





I.	  What	  theI.	  What	  the
mocking	  of	  Jesusmocking	  of	  Jesus
on	  the	  cross	  sayson	  the	  cross	  says
about	  our	  hearts:about	  our	  hearts:



AA..	  	  ItIt	  shows	  us	  the	  shows	  us	  the
absolute	  hostility	  absolute	  hostility	  we	  havewe	  have
to	  the	  to	  the	  magnitude	  andmagnitude	  and
exclusivity	  of	  His	  exclusivity	  of	  His	  claims.claims.



BB..	  	  ItIt	  shows	  us	  that	  we	  shows	  us	  that	  we’’rere
blind	  to	  the	  ways	  ofblind	  to	  the	  ways	  of
weaknessweakness..



There	  was	  given	  to	  me	  a	  thorn	  inThere	  was	  given	  to	  me	  a	  thorn	  in
my	  flesh.my	  flesh.	  	  88	  	  Three	  different	  Qmes	  IThree	  different	  Qmes	  I
begged	  the	  Lord	  to	  take	  it	  away.begged	  the	  Lord	  to	  take	  it	  away.
99	  	  Each	  Qme	  he	  said,	  Each	  Qme	  he	  said,	  ““My	  grace	  is	  allMy	  grace	  is	  all
you	  need.	  you	  need.	  My	  power	  works	  best	  inMy	  power	  works	  best	  in
weakness.weakness.””	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2	  Corinthians	  12:7-‐92	  Corinthians	  12:7-‐9





II.	  What	  theII.	  What	  the
mocking	  of	  Jesusmocking	  of	  Jesus
on	  the	  cross	  sayson	  the	  cross	  says
about	  Godabout	  God’’s	  heart:s	  heart:



But you and I know that He is soBut you and I know that He is so
infinitely great infinitely great that He expressedthat He expressed
His greatness and His courage His greatness and His courage byby
not coming down from the cross.not coming down from the cross.













Why	  are	  the	  naQons	  so	  angry?Why	  are	  the	  naQons	  so	  angry?	  	  	  	  WhyWhy
do	  they	  waste	  their	  Qme	  with	  fuQledo	  they	  waste	  their	  Qme	  with	  fuQle
plans?plans?	  2	  2	  	  The	  kings	  of	  the	  earthThe	  kings	  of	  the	  earth
prepare	  for	  baDle;	  the	  rulers	  plotprepare	  for	  baDle;	  the	  rulers	  plot
together	  against	  the	  Lord	  andtogether	  against	  the	  Lord	  and
against	  his	  anointed	  one.against	  his	  anointed	  one.	  	  33	  	  ““Let	  usLet	  us
break	  their	  chains,break	  their	  chains,””	  they	  cry,	  they	  cry,	  	  	  	  ““andand
free	  ourselves	  from	  slavery	  tofree	  ourselves	  from	  slavery	  to
God.God.””	  	  	  	  	  	   Psalm	  2:1-‐3Psalm	  2:1-‐3



But	  the	  one	  who	  rules	  in	  heavenBut	  the	  one	  who	  rules	  in	  heaven
laughs.laughs.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  The	  Lord	  scoffs	  at	  them.The	  Lord	  scoffs	  at	  them.

Psalm	  2:4Psalm	  2:4



He	  was	  despised	  and	  rejectedHe	  was	  despised	  and	  rejected——	  	  a	  man	  ofa	  man	  of
sorrows,	  acquainted	  with	  deepest	  grief.sorrows,	  acquainted	  with	  deepest	  grief.	  	  
We	  turned	  our	  backs	  on	  him	  and	  lookedWe	  turned	  our	  backs	  on	  him	  and	  looked
the	  other	  way.the	  other	  way.	  	  He	  was	  despised,	  and	  weHe	  was	  despised,	  and	  we
did	  not	  care.	  did	  not	  care.	  44	  	  Yet	  it	  was	  our	  weaknessesYet	  it	  was	  our	  weaknesses
he	  carried;he	  carried;	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  it	  was	  our	  sorrows	  thatit	  was	  our	  sorrows	  that
weighed	  him	  down.	  And	  we	  thought	  hisweighed	  him	  down.	  And	  we	  thought	  his
troubles	  were	  a	  punishment	  from	  God,	  atroubles	  were	  a	  punishment	  from	  God,	  a
punishment	  for	  his	  own	  sins!	  punishment	  for	  his	  own	  sins!	  55	  	  But	  heBut	  he
was	  pierced	  for	  our	  rebellion,	  crushedwas	  pierced	  for	  our	  rebellion,	  crushed
for	  our	  sins.	  for	  our	  sins.	   Isaiah	  53:3-‐5Isaiah	  53:3-‐5



He	  made	  Him	  who	  knew	  no	  sin	  He	  made	  Him	  who	  knew	  no	  sin	  toto
bebe	  sin	  on	  our	  behalf,	  so	  that	  we	  sin	  on	  our	  behalf,	  so	  that	  we
might	  become	  the	  righteousness	  ofmight	  become	  the	  righteousness	  of
God	  in	  Him.	  	  God	  in	  Him.	  	   2	  Corinthians	  5:212	  Corinthians	  5:21





III.	  What	  willIII.	  What	  will
change	  our	  hearts:change	  our	  hearts:



	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Paul	  remembered	  JesusPaul	  remembered	  Jesus’’	  suffering	  suffering

So	  now	  I	  am	  glad	  to	  boast	  about	  mySo	  now	  I	  am	  glad	  to	  boast	  about	  my
weaknesses,	  weaknesses,	  so	  that	  the	  power	  of	  Christso	  that	  the	  power	  of	  Christ
can	  work	  through	  me.can	  work	  through	  me.	  	  1010	  	  ThatThat’’s	  why	  I	  takes	  why	  I	  take
pleasure	  in	  my	  weaknesses,	  and	  in	  thepleasure	  in	  my	  weaknesses,	  and	  in	  the
insults,	  hardships,	  persecuQons,	  andinsults,	  hardships,	  persecuQons,	  and
troubles	  that	  I	  suffer	  for	  Christ.	  For	  when	  Itroubles	  that	  I	  suffer	  for	  Christ.	  For	  when	  I
am	  weak,	  then	  I	  am	  strong.am	  weak,	  then	  I	  am	  strong.

2	  Corinthians	  12:9-‐102	  Corinthians	  12:9-‐10



You	  must	  have	  the	  same	  actude	  thatYou	  must	  have	  the	  same	  actude	  that
Christ	  Jesus	  had.Christ	  Jesus	  had.	  	  66	  	  Though	  he	  was	  God,Though	  he	  was	  God,
he	  did	  not	  think	  of	  equality	  with	  Godhe	  did	  not	  think	  of	  equality	  with	  God	  	  	  	  asas
something	  to	  cling	  to.something	  to	  cling	  to.	  	  77	  	  Instead,	  he	  gaveInstead,	  he	  gave
up	  his	  divine	  privileges;	  he	  took	  theup	  his	  divine	  privileges;	  he	  took	  the
humble	  posiQon	  of	  a	  slavehumble	  posiQon	  of	  a	  slave	  	  and	  was	  bornand	  was	  born
as	  a	  human	  being.	  When	  he	  appeared	  inas	  a	  human	  being.	  When	  he	  appeared	  in
human	  form,human	  form,	  	  88	  	  he	  humbled	  himself	  inhe	  humbled	  himself	  in
obedience	  to	  Godobedience	  to	  God	  	  	  	  and	  died	  a	  criminaland	  died	  a	  criminal’’ss
death	  on	  a	  cross.death	  on	  a	  cross.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Philippians	  2:5-‐8Philippians	  2:5-‐8



……whoever	  wants	  to	  become	  greatwhoever	  wants	  to	  become	  great
among	  you	  must	  be	  your	  servant,among	  you	  must	  be	  your	  servant,
4444	  	  and	  whoever	  wants	  to	  be	  firstand	  whoever	  wants	  to	  be	  first
must	  be	  slave	  of	  all.	  must	  be	  slave	  of	  all.	  4545	  	  For	  even	  theFor	  even	  the
Son	  of	  Man	  did	  not	  come	  to	  beSon	  of	  Man	  did	  not	  come	  to	  be
served,	  but	  to	  serve,	  and	  to	  give	  hisserved,	  but	  to	  serve,	  and	  to	  give	  his
life	  as	  a	  ransom	  for	  many.life	  as	  a	  ransom	  for	  many.””

Mark	  10:43-‐45Mark	  10:43-‐45



Let	  us	  throw	  off	  everything	  that	  hindersLet	  us	  throw	  off	  everything	  that	  hinders
and	  the	  sin	  that	  so	  easily	  entangles.	  Andand	  the	  sin	  that	  so	  easily	  entangles.	  And
let	  us	  run	  with	  perseverance	  the	  racelet	  us	  run	  with	  perseverance	  the	  race
marked	  out	  for	  us,	  marked	  out	  for	  us,	  22	  	  fixing	  our	  eyes	  onfixing	  our	  eyes	  on
JesusJesus,	  the	  pioneer	  and	  ,	  the	  pioneer	  and	  perfecter	  perfecter	  of	  faith.of	  faith.
For	  the	  joy	  set	  before	  himFor	  the	  joy	  set	  before	  him	  he	  endured	  the	  he	  endured	  the
cross,	  scorning	  its	  shame,	  and	  sat	  downcross,	  scorning	  its	  shame,	  and	  sat	  down
at	  the	  right	  hand	  of	  the	  throne	  of	  God.at	  the	  right	  hand	  of	  the	  throne	  of	  God.	  	  

Hebrews	  12:1b,2Hebrews	  12:1b,2



Consider	  him	  who	  endured	  suchConsider	  him	  who	  endured	  such
opposiQon	  from	  sinners,	  so	  that	  youopposiQon	  from	  sinners,	  so	  that	  you
will	  not	  grow	  weary	  and	  lose	  heart.will	  not	  grow	  weary	  and	  lose	  heart.

Hebrews	  12:3Hebrews	  12:3




