No man is an island,
Entire of itself.
Each is a piece of the continent,
A part of the main.
If a clod be washed away by the sea,
Europe is the less.
As well as if a promontory were.
As well as if a manor of thine own
Or of thine friend's were.
Each man's death diminishes me,
For I am involved in mankind.
Therefore, send not to know
For whom the bell tolls,
It tolls for thee.
No Man Is an Island, John Donne, 1624

Joshua 7:24 & 25 —* Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of
Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold bar, his sons and daughters, his cattle,
donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor.

? Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they
burned them.

Romans 5:17 — 19 —"" For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned
through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant
provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one
man, Jesus Christ!

% Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all
people, so also one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people.
¥ For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made
sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made
righteous.

Ephesians 5:1 — Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are
his dear children.

Ephesians 5:15— 17 —'° So be careful how you live. Don'’t live like fools, but
like those who are wise. ' Make the most of every opportunity in these evil
days. '” Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do.
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Gilgal, Jericho & Ai
Joshua 5 —7

Genesis 15:18 — 20 — ' That day the Lord made a covenant with Abram: “To
your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the
Euphrates River — " the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Hittites,
Perizzites, Rephaites, *' Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites, and Jebusites.”

Joshua 5:2 — 9 — “> Make flint knives and circumcise the Israelites again.” > So
Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath Haaraloth.

* Joshua had to circumcise them because all the men who were old enough
to fight in battle when they left Egypt had died in the wilderness. > Those who
left Egypt had all been circumcised, but none of those born after the Exodus,
during the years in the wilderness, had been circumcised. ° The Israelites had
traveled in the wilderness for forty years until all the men who were old enough
to fight in battle when they left Egypt had died. For they had disobeyed the
Lord, and the Lord vowed he would not let them enter the land he had sworn to
give us—a land flowing with milk and honey. ” So Joshua circumcised their
sons—those who had grown up to take their fathers’ places—for they had not
been circumcised on the way to the Promised Land. ® After all the males had
been circumcised; they rested in the camp until they were healed.

Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the shame of
your slavery in Egypt.” So that place has been called Gilgal to this day.

*  Circumcision is the sign of the Covenant between God and
Abraham’s descendants and the symbol of Israel’s unique identity as
people who belong to that Covenant.

*  Only the circumcised could participate in the Passover, which they
would observe four days later.

Joshua 5:10— 12 —'° On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while
camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the
Passover. ! The day after the Passover, that very day, they ate some of the
produce of the land: unleavened bread and roasted grain. > The manna
stopped the day they ate this food from the land; there was no longer any manna
for the Israelites, but that year they ate the produce of Canaan.



Joshua 2:11 — “When we heard of it, our hearts melted and everyone’s courage
failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the
earth below.”

Joshua 6:15— 19— they got up at daybreak and marched around the city
seven times in the same manner, except that on that day they circled the city
seven times. '° The seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet
blast, Joshua commanded the army, “Shout! For the LORD has given you the
city! "7 The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the LORD for
destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house
shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. '® But keep away from the
devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking
any of them. Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction
and bring trouble on it. '° All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and
iron are sacred to the LORD and must go into his treasury.”

Joshua 6:20 — 21 — " When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the
sound of the trumpet, when the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so
everyone charged straight in, and they took the city. *' They devoted the city to
the LORD and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it—men and
women, young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys.

Joshua 7:10— 12 —'° “Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? "'
Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to
keep. They have taken some of the devoted things, they have stolen, they have
lied, they have put them with their own possessions. '° That is why the Israelites
cannot stand against their enemies, they turn their backs and run because they
have been made liable to destruction. I will not be with you anymore unless you
destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction.

Joshua 7:24 — 26 —** Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of
Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold bar, his sons and daughters, his cattle,
donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor.
Joshua said, “Why have you brought this trouble on us? The LORD will bring
trouble on you today.”

Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they burned
them. *° Over Achan they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this
day. Then the LORD turned from his fierce anger. Therefore that place has been
called the Valley of Achor (the Valley of Trouble) ever since.

LESSONS

1. This story reflects two aspects of God’s nature: his
against his opponents and his
toward those who turn to him.

2. This story helps explain

? Remember how the LORD your God led you through the wilderness for these
forty years, humbling you and testing you to prove your character, and to find
out whether or not you would obey his commands. > Yes, he humbled you by
letting you go hungry and then feeding you with manna, a food previously
unknown to you and your ancestors. He did it to teach you that people do not
live by bread alone; rather, we live by every word that comes from the mouth of
the LORD. * For all these forty years your clothes didn’t wear out, and your feet
didn 't blister or swell. ° Think about it: Just as a parent disciplines a child, the
LORD your God disciplines you for your own good. Deuteronomy 8:2—5

3. This story serves as a grim reminder that

and
affects others.




