


Malthew 2:1-12 Affer Jesus was born in
Sethlehem in Judea, during the fime of
King Herod, Magi from the east came fo
Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one
who has been born king of the Jews? We
saw his sfar when it rose and have come
fo worship him.” 3When King Herod heard
this he was disiurbed, and all Jerusalem

with him.
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7Then Herod called the Maqi secreily
and found out from them the exact fime
the star had appeared. 8He sent them 1o
Bethliehem and said, “Go and search
carefuly for the child. As soon as you fina
him, report 1o me, so that | 1oo may go ana

worship him.”




’After they had heard the king, they went
on Their way, and the star they had seen
when it rose went ahead of them unil i
sfopped over the place where the child
was. °When they saw the star, they were

overjoyed.




"On coming To the house, they saw the child

with his mother Mary, and they bowed

down and worshiped him. Then they
opened their Treasures and presented him
with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
”And having been warned in a dream not
fo go back to Herod, they refurned fo their

couniry by another route.
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) Herod the Great .12 wa2
‘ |

“Herod An

tipas

Aristobulus Archelaus Philip
Matt 2:22 (Tetrarch) Every Gospel reference Luke 3:1,
Matt 14:3

W  except Luke 1-2, Matt 2

N

Herodias

Philip’s wife who became
Antipas’ wife - Matt 14:3-6

Herod Agrippa Ix

Every Acts reference
§ (except 4:27 &13:1,
which refer to Antipas)

Bernice Drusilla

‘Wife” of Agrippa Il Wife of Gov. Felix
(Acts 24:24)

Herod Agrippa Il

Every Acts reference
. 1o “Agrippa” (chap 25-26)
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‘It is safer to be Herod's

"

sow than his son.

-Caesar Augustus friend and patron







Magi: wise men, astrologers, physicians

or priesl.

3 of them?: No

was
“east”

ust 3 people. A journey from the
required support and profection.

number given, unlikely if

From the East: The Jews had 500
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The Star: Haley's Comet? Alignment
of stars? Super Nova?

Numbers 24:17 I see him, but not now: I behold him, but not near. A
star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel. He will
crush the foreneads of Moab, the skulls of all the people of Sheth.

Psalm /20 May the kings of Tarshish and of distant shores bring
tribute to him. May the kings of Sheba and Seba present him gifts.

[salanh 6l1-/ 3Nations will come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your dawn. °Herds of camels will cover your lang,
young camels of Midian and Fphah.
And all from Sheba will come,
bearing gold and incense and
proclaiming the praise of the Lord.




The Star: Haley's Comet? Alignment
of stars? Super Nova?

Arrival?: According fo Matthew they enfered
a "house”. No mention of Shepherds or Angles.

Gold: The most precious earthly commodity.

Incense: Burned as a pleasing
offering.

L V¥ | ‘
Muyrrh: Used for embalming. ™R
AV)




Familiarity with the Truth
doesT necessarily mean

that you'll benefit from it.




Herod saw Jesus as a threat 1o his
‘kingdom”. Like Herod offen we act
outr of self—profection and personal
promotion, profecting our “kingdom”
at the expense of celebrating The
King.

The Mag were wiling o take
great risk, journeying fowards an
unknown outcome, ready
fo present their freasures
and worship a new King.




As Christmas approaches, |

ask yourself: In what ways

and worship a new King.






