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Author says knowledge of all faiths is 
essential 
By Cathy Lynn Grossman, USA TODAY
Sometimes dumb sounds cute: 
Sixty percent of Americans can't 
name five of the Ten 
Commandments, and 50% of high 
school seniors think Sodom and 
Gomorrah were married.
Stephen Prothero, chairman of the 
religion department at Boston 
University, isn't laughing. 
Americans' deep ignorance of 
world religions -- their own, their  

neighbors' or the combatants in  
Iraq, Darfur or Kashmir --
dangerous, he says.
His new book, Religious Literacy: 
What Every American Needs to 
Know -- and Doesn't, argues that 
everyone needs to grasp Bible 
basics, as well as the core beliefs, 
stories, symbols and heroes of 
other faiths.
Belief is not his business, says 
Prothero, who grew up 
Episcopalian and now says he's a 

Americans get an 'F' in religion



List the 10 Commandments: 

1.                                                                                                                                       

2.                                                                                                                                       

3.                                                                                                                                       

4.                                                                                                                                       

5.                                                                                                                                       

6.                                                                                                                                       

7.                                                                                                                                       

8.                                                                                                                                       

9.                                                                                                                                       

10.                                                                                                                                       

What book other than Exodus has the list?                                                                    

Have no other Gods before me. 

Do not make for yourself a graven image.

Do not misuse the name of the Lord.

Remember the Sabbath. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

Do not murder. 

Do not commit adultery. 

Do not steal. 

Do not give false testimony. 

Do not covet.

Deuteronomy Ch.5



The Significance of Mount Sinai:



Sinai was not part of any other 

kingdom, no one owned it so it 

was the perfect place to create 

a new “kingdom” of people.

The Significance of Mount Sinai:



The Significance of Mount Sinai:

God reminded them it was 

because of His love for them and 

His power alone that salvation 

(freedom) had come to them.



Unlike all the other religions that 

were built on the individuals going 

up to the temple to earn the favor of 

the gods though sacrifices, in this 

case, God comes down using His 

power to call the people to Himself.

The Significance of Mount Sinai:



The Significance of the Commandments:



The law shows us what is important to 

God and gives us the opportunity to 

respond to His desires in a way that 

shows that our heart has been changed 

because of what He has done for us.

The Significance of the Commandments:



Masha and the Bear “Jam Day”



Masha and the Bear “Jam Day”



The Significance of the Commandments:



His laws create a counter-cultural  

community, that uses powerful things 

like sex, money, and power not to exploit 

others but in a way that honors others.  

This is the most powerful way the 

community of Sierra Community Church 

can demonstrate that we love God and 

belong to Him.

The Significance of the Commandments:



I pray also for those who will believe 

in me through their message, that all of 

them may be one, Father, just as you 

are in me and I am in you. May they 

also be in us so that the world may 

believe that you have sent me.    

-John 17:20-21 



God’s laws (priorities) give me the 

opportunity to reflect on priorities that 

rule my heart.  Jesus reminds us that 

these teachings were not just for the 

people living in ancient times.  He took 

them seriously and taught that His 

followers should too. 

The Significance of the Commandments:



“Do not think that I have come 

to abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them.”     

-Matthew 5:17



God tests people for their 
benefit, not his own.

NIV Application Commentary by Peter Enns. pg. 332 



The Significance of the Blood:



The Significance of the Blood:

7Then he took the Book of the Covenant 
and read it to the people. They 
responded, “We will do everything the 
Lord has said; we will obey.” 8 Moses then 
took the blood, sprinkled it on the people 
and said, “This is the blood of the 
covenant that the Lord has made with 
you.”   -Exodus 24:7-9



The Significance of the Blood:

When the people failed to keep their 

agreement, God made a provision for 

them by substituting an animal’s life in 

place of theirs.  Many years after Sinai, 

God in His love for us, would provide a 

perfect substitute for our failings at 

great personal expense to Himself.



The Significance of the Blood:

This is my blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. -Matthew 26:28

Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on 
the people and said, “This is the blood of the 
covenant that the Lord has made with you in 
accordance with all these words.”-Ex. 24:8






