
Part 3

The Crucifixion
Matthew 27:32 - 61



The empty tomb is a permanent reminder 
that Jesus’ work on the cross has 
effectively cancelled the penalty for our 
sins. 
But we must not hurry so quickly to the 
empty tomb that we don’t fully ponder 
the inclusive events of the cross.  



The profound depth of Jesus’ crucifixion 
tempts us to minimize its horror, so that 
we hear in his cry from the cross just 
another human who suffers death.



But we must not minimize the 
outrageousness of the cross, because it is 
there that the God-man suffered a death 
that was unique—bearing the load of sin 
for humanity and experiencing ultimate 
separation from God, while retaining in 
his consciousness a painful intimacy with 
his Father.



In our desire to get to the empty tomb of 
Matthew 28, we must not rush past these 
final verses of Matthew 27.  We must 
reflect on them meaningfully, because 
here we see Jesus’ heart for us, and we also 
see ourselves more clearly. 

(The NIV Application Commentary) 



If you are not humbled in the presence of 
Jesus, you do not know Him.  You were 
so lost that nothing could save you but 
the sacrifice of God’s only begotten Son.  
As Jesus stooped for you, bow in humility 
at His feet.  



A realization of Christ’s amazing love has a 
greater tendency to humble us than even a 
consciousness of our own guilt.  Pride 
cannot live beneath the cross.  Let us sit 
there and learn our lesson.  Then let us 
rise and carry it into practice. 

(Charles H. Spurgeon, “The Lesson of the Cross”) 





1 Corinthians 1:18

For the message about the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. 



New Dictionary of Theology, p. 181 

“God is hidden in this 
revelation because he is not 

here immediately 
recognizable as God, but can 
be perceived only by faith.  



New Dictionary of Theology, p. 181 

To recognize God in the 
crucified Christ is to realize 

that God is not truly knowable 
by those who pride themselves 

on their progress towards 
divine wisdom and goodness, 
but can only be known at the 

point where human wisdom is 
silenced and human ethical 

achievements are worthless.”





The nature of God 
absolute, complete, holiness

…God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all.  1 John 1:3

Day and night they never stop saying: “Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who 
was, and is, and is to come.”   Revelation 4:8 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for 
us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.   2 Corinthians 5:21 



The nature of God 
absolute, complete, holiness

 The nature of the law 
expression of God’s character

“. . . disobeying the law is serious, not 
because the law has some inherent 

value or dignity which must be 
preserved, but because disobeying it is 
actually an attack upon the very nature 

of God himself.”
Introducing Christian Doctrine, p. 257 



The nature of God 
absolute, complete, holiness

 The nature of the law 
expression of God’s character

The nature of humanity 
alienated and separated from God 

and in need of redemption



Romans 6:23

“ . . . the wages of sin 
is death . . .”



Genesis 2:16 & 17 
16 And the LORD God 
commanded the man, 
“You may freely eat of 
every tree of the garden; 
17 but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you 
eat of it you shall die.” 



Genesis 3:6 - 9
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to 
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired 
to make one wise, she took of its fruit and 
ate; and she also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate.  7 Then the 
eyes of both were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked; and they 
sewed leaves together and made 
loincloths for themselves.



8 They heard the sound of the LORD God 
walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife 
hid themselves from the presence of the 
LORD God among the trees of the garden.  
9 But the LORD God called to the man, and 
said to him, “Where are you?” NIV

Genesis 3:6 - 9



“ . . . we’ve compiled this long and sorry 
record as sinners and proved that we are 
utterly incapable of living the glorious 
lives God wills for us . . .”     The Message

Romans 3:23



The nature of God 
absolute, complete, holiness

 The nature of the law 
expression of God’s character

The nature of humanity 
fallen and in need of redemption

The nature of Christ 
fully God and fully Man



The nature of Christ 
fully God and fully Man

“Jesus’ humanity means that his atoning 
death is applicable to human beings.  He was 
not an outsider attempting to do something 
for us.  He was a genuine human being 
representing the rest of us . . . As God, Jesus 
did not have to die.  Because he was sinless, he did not 
have to die in payment for his own sins.  Inasmuch as he  

is an infinite being who did not have to 
die, his death can serve to atone for the 
sins of all humankind” 

Introducing Christian Doctrine, p 258





Objection #1 
“Why is atonement necessary?”

Introducing Christian Doctrine, p 263

“God is not merely a private person who has 
been wronged, but also the official 
administrator of the judicial system.  For 
God to remove or ignore the guilt of sin 
without requiring a payment would, in effect,

 destroy the very moral fiber of the 
universe, the distinction between right 
and wrong.”  





Objection #1 
“Why is atonement necessary?”

In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

John 1:1 

The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling with us.  John 1:14 

Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world!  

John 1:29 



Objection #1 
“Why is atonement necessary?”

God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ.   2 Corinthians 5:19  

19 For God was pleased to have all his 
fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him 
to reconcile to himself all things, whether 

things on earth or things in heaven, by 
making peace through his blood, shed on 

the cross.   Colossians 1:19 & 20 



John 19:30 
When he had received the drink, Jesus said, 

“It is finished.” With that, he bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit.  (NIV) 

Objection #2 
That Father would substitute his Son to bear 
our punishment seems of unfair, unjust, and 
like cosmic child-abuse. 



John 10:18 
No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord.  I have 
authority to lay it down and authority to 

take it up again.   (NIV) 

Objection #2 
That Father would substitute his Son to bear 
our punishment seems of unfair, unjust, and 
like cosmic child-abuse. 



Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set 
before him endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.  Hebrews 12:2 

Objection #2 
That Father would substitute his Son to bear 
our punishment seems of unfair, unjust, and 
like cosmic child-abuse. 



Consider the various forms 
of humiliation and agony 
heaped upon Jesus in these 
hours.  Remember that this 
is God who allowed 
Himself to be so treated.

Objection #2 
That Father would substitute his Son to bear 
our punishment seems of unfair, unjust, and 
like cosmic child-abuse. 



Objection #3
“One person’s goodness cannot just be 
injected into another person.”

Introducing Christian Doctrine, p 264

“ . . . our relationship with Christ is not 
detached.  The individual believer is actually 
united with him.  With regard to my spiritual 
status, a new entity, so to speak, has come

 into being.  It is as if Christ and I 
have been married or merge to form 
a new corporation.  



Introducing Christian Doctrine, p 264

The imputation of Christ’s righteousness is 
not, then, so much a matter of transferring 
something from him to me, as it is of 
bringing the two of us together so that we 
hold all things in common.  In Christ I died

 on the cross, and in him I was 
resurrected.  Thus, his death is not only 
in my place, but with me.” 

“One person’s goodness cannot just be 
injected into another person.”

Objection #3



4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so 
much, 5 that even though we were dead because of 
our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ 
from the dead.  (It is only by God’s grace that you 
have been saved!)  6 For he raised us from the 
dead along with Christ and seated us with him in 
the heavenly realms because we are united with 
Christ Jesus.  7 So God can point to us in all future 
ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his 
grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all he 
has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. 

NLT

Ephesians 2:4 - 7



. . . anyone who belongs to Christ has 
become a new person.  The old life is 
gone; a new life has begun!  NLT

2 Corinthians 5:17





Sacrifice and Atonement, The Bible Project





John 19:17 - 34Isaiah 53




