
“It is the duty of nations, as 
well as of men, to own  
their dependence upon the 
overruling power of God  
and to recognize the sublime 
truth announced in the Holy 
Scriptures and proven by all 
history, that those nations 
are only blessed whose God 
is the Lord.” 1
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Surely God is good to Israel, to those who 
are pure in heart. 2 But as for me, my feet 
had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my 
foothold. 3 For I envied the arrogant when I 
saw the prosperity of the wicked.   



13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure 
and have washed my hands in innocence. 
14  All day long I have been afflicted, and 
every morning brings new punishments.  



When I tried to understand all this, it troubled 
me deeply 17 until I entered the sanctuary of 
God; then I understood their final destiny. 
18 Surely you place them on slippery ground; 
you cast them down to ruin. 19 How suddenly 
are they destroyed, completely swept away by 
terrors!  



When my heart was grieved and my spirit 
embittered, 22 I was senseless and 
ignorant; I was a brute beast before you. 
23 Yet I am always with you; you hold me by 
my right hand. 24 You guide me with your 
counsel, and afterward you will take me into 
glory.  



Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth 
has nothing I desire besides you. 26 My 
flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion 
forever. 



But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I 
had nearly lost my foothold. vs.2
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“I	will	not	believe	unless	I	see	the	nail	
prints	s3ll	in	his	hands	and	I	can	put	my	
fingers	in	the	nail	prints.”			 John	20:25	
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"Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 
into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”  
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Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God.”  
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“Because you have seen me, you have believed; 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed.”     John 20:29 
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Surely God is good to Israel,  
to those who are pure in heart.



…I saw the prosperity of the wicked. vs. 3   



“They have no struggles; their bodies are healthy 
and strong. They are free from common human 
burdens; they are not plagued by human ills.… 
they clothe themselves with violence. … with 
arrogance they threaten oppression. … 11 They 
say, ‘How would God know? Does the Most High 
know anything?’ ” 
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13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure 
and have washed my hands in innocence. 
14  All day long I have been afflicted, and 
every morning brings new punishments.  



When I tried to understand all this,  
it troubled me deeply. vs.16 

   



So I tried to understand why the wicked prosper.  
But what a difficult task it is! … vs.16  



17 until I entered the sanctuary of God; then I 
understood their final destiny. 
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17 until I entered the sanctuary of God; then I 
understood their final destiny. 
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17 until I entered the sanctuary of God; then I 
understood their final destiny. 
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17 until I entered the sanctuary of God; then I 
understood their final destiny. 

   



“But	as	for	me,	my	feet	had	almost	
slipped;	I	had	nearly	lost	my	foothold.	For	

I	envied	the	arrogant	…”	vs.2 
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As an atheist, he writes to atheists who say,  

“The only reason I’m an atheist is I looked at all 
the evidence very objectively and decided the 

evidence was there was no God.”  



Thomas Nagel 
NYU Professor and Author 

“The Last Word”
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"Atheists know if there is a God, they can’t 
live the way they want to live.”  
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 “As an atheist I don’t want the universe to be 
like that. I don’t want to have that limitation on 
my freedom.”  [But] “Nobody is objective. You 
have a lot of reasons for not wanting God to 
exist, and you may have some reasons for 

wanting him to exist.  Admit it.”  
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18 Surely you place them on slippery ground;   



18 Surely you place them on slippery ground; 
you cast them down to ruin. 19 How suddenly are 
they destroyed, completely swept away by terrors!  

   



11	They	say,	‘How	would	God	know?	Does	
the	Most	High	know	anything?’	” 
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“If you believe 
in God it’s a 
step of faith, 
but if you don’t 
believe in God 
or live as if God 
is not there, 
that is also a 
step of faith."  
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“Being wrong 
about not 
believing in God, 
has far greater 
consequences 
than being wrong 
about believing 
in God. ."  



Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth 
has nothing I desire besides you. 26 My 

flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion 

forever. 
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When my heart was grieved and my spirit 
embittered, 22 I was senseless and ignorant; I 

was a brute beast before you. 23 Yet I am always 
with you; you hold me by my right hand.  

 



 I was a brute beast before you.
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“You know what? God does 
that to us a lot. He gives us 
what we really needed even 
though we may not know it 
for 10 years, 20 years, 30 
years, 40 years, or maybe 
not until after death.”
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“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken Me?



Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth 
has nothing I desire besides you. 26 My 

flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion 

forever. 
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