
Part 7 

The Resurrection:
What difference does it make? 

1 Corinthians 15:1 - 11













ADDRESSES PROBLEMS 

ANSWERS QUESTIONS 

RESPONDS TO A GROWING CHALLENGE 
TO HIS AUTHORITY 



1 I hope you will put up with a little more of my 
foolishness.  Please bear with me.  2 For I am 

jealous for you with the jealousy of God 
himself.  I promised you as a pure bride to one 
husband—Christ.  3 But I fear that somehow 

your pure and undivided devotion to Christ will 
be corrupted, just as Eve was deceived by the 

cunning ways of the serpent.  

2 Corinthians 11:1 – 6; 13 – 15 



4 You happily put up with whatever anyone 
tells you, even if they preach a different Jesus 
than the one we preach, or a different kind of 
Spirit than the one you received, or a different 

kind of gospel than the one you believed.  5 But 
I don’t consider myself inferior in any way to 

these “super apostles” who teach such things.  6 
I may be unskilled as a speaker, but I’m not 

lacking in knowledge.  We have made this clear 
to you in every possible way. 

2 Corinthians 11:1 – 6; 13 – 15 



13 These people are false apostles.  They 
are deceitful workers who disguise 

themselves as apostles of Christ.  14 But I 
am not surprised!  Even Satan disguises 
himself as an angel of light.  15 So it’s no 

wonder that his servants also disguise 
themselves as servants of righteousness.  
In the end they will get the punishment 

their wicked deeds deserve.  NLT

2 Corinthians 11:1 – 6; 13 – 15 





received it 

their standing before God was 
based on the grace revealed in it

they were being saved by it 

Now I would remind you brothers, of the 
gospel I preached to you , which you 

received . . . 



delivered  /  received

For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received

Now I would remind you brothers, of the 
gospel I preached to you , which you 

received . . . 



1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of 
the things that have been fulfilled among us, 2 
just as they were handed down to us by those 

who from the first were eyewitnesses and 
servants of the word.  3 With this in mind, since I 

myself have carefully investigated everything 
from the beginning, I too decided to write an 

orderly account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty 

of the things you have been taught.    NIV

Luke 1:1 - 4 



. . . there were specific 
practices employed to ensure 
that traditions were faithfully 
handed on from a qualified 

traditioner to others.



Rather, handing on a tradition 
“means that one hands over 
something to somebody so that the 
latter possesses it,” while receiving 
a tradition “means that one 
receives something so that one 
possesses it.”  

The terminology is of considerable importance, 
for to “hand on” a tradition is not just to tell it 
or speak it and to “receive” a tradition is not 
just to hear it.  



While this need not entail 
verbatim memorization, it does 
entail some process of teaching 
and learning so that what is 
communicated will be retained.   
Moreover, it is clear that the 
traditions Paul envisages require 
an authorized tradent to teach 
them, such as he considered 
himself to be.   



In one case where Paul speaks of 
traditions, he makes clear that his 
authority for transmitting at least 
some of them to his churches was 
not his apostolic status as such, but 
the fact that he himself had 
received them from competent 
authorities (1 Cor. 15:3).  He thus 
places himself in a chain of 
transmission.  

(Jesus and the Eyewitnesses, Richard Bauckham, p. 264 – 273) 





11 . . . the gospel message I preach is not based 
on mere human reasoning.  12 I received my 
message from no human source, and no one 
taught me.  Instead, I received it by direct 

revelation from Jesus Christ.     NLT

Galatians 1:11 & 12



18 Then three years later I went to Jerusalem to 
get to know Peter, and I stayed with him for 

fifteen days.  19 The only other apostle I met at 
that time was James, the Lord’s brother.    NLT

Galatians 1:18 & 19





3 For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received: that Christ 

died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared . . . 

The Essence of the True Gospel



. . . that though Paul’s focus in 1 Corinthians 15 is 
the resurrection, because he is refuting specific 
error that was floating around the church at 
Corinth, nonetheless, he is not indicating that any 
one aspect of the work of Christ is more valuable 
than the other.  The work of Christ is an 
indivisible whole.  Undoubtedly, that’s why Paul 
here is careful to state the gospel in terms of the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.  We 
cannot be saved without the death of Christ on 
the cross, nor can we be saved 
without the resurrection of Christ.  

(Dr. Roger Pascoe, The Resurrection: Here We Stand - NET Bible Notes) 



31 It was the day of preparation, and the Jewish leaders 
didn’t want the bodies hanging there the next day, which 
was the Sabbath (and a very special Sabbath, because it was 
Passover week).  So they asked Pilate to hasten their deaths 
by ordering that their legs be broken.  Then their bodies 
could be taken down.  32 So the soldiers came and broke the 
legs of the two men crucified with Jesus.  33 But when they 
came to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead, so they 
didn’t break his legs.  34 One of the soldiers, however, 
pierced his side with a spear, and immediately blood and 
water flowed out.                                          John 19:31 - 34 NLT 

Christ   died
The Gospel Non-negotiables



44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he was 
already dead.  Summoning the centurion, he 
asked him if Jesus had already died.  45 When 
he learned from the centurion that it was so, 
he gave the body to Joseph. 

Mark 15:44 & 45 NIV 

Christ   died
The Gospel Non-negotiables



57 As evening approached, Joseph, a rich man from 
Arimathea who had become a follower of Jesus, 58 
went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body.  And Pilate 
issued an order to release it to him.  59 Joseph took the 
body and wrapped it in a long sheet of clean linen 
cloth.  60 He placed it in his own new tomb, which had 
been carved out of the rock.  Then he rolled a great 
stone across the entrance and left.  61 Both Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting across 
from the tomb and watching. 

Matthew 27:57 - 61 NLT

Christ   died
The Gospel Non-negotiables



Christ   died
The Gospel Non-negotiables

for   our   sins
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was on 
him, and by his wounds we are healed.  6 We 
all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us 
has turned to our own way; and the LORD 
has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 53:5 & 6 NIV



Christ   died
The Gospel Non-negotiables

for   our   sins
22 We are made right with God by placing our faith in 
Jesus Christ.  And this is true for everyone who believes, 
no matter who we are.  23 For everyone has sinned; we all 
fall short of God’s glorious standard.  24 Yet God, in his 
grace, freely makes us right in his sight.  He did this 
through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty 
for our sins.  25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice 
for sin.  People are made right with God when they 
believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood.  

Romans 3:22 - 25 NLT





he  was  buried
The Gospel Non-negotiables

. . . the burial of Christ is an important factor in the apologetic of 
the resurrection, for if Christ had not been taken down from the 
cross and buried in a tomb, not only could the skeptics and 
enemies of Christ argue that he didn’t really die at all, but their 
corollary argument would also be that he certainly didn’t 
physically rise again from the dead either.  His burial was a 
necessary precursor to his physical resurrection.  Without the 
affirmation of his burial, skeptics could convincingly assert that 
rather than actually dying, he merely swooned or fell into a coma 
from which, at the last minute, he revived; or, that his friends took 
him down from the cross prior to his expiration.  In fact, they 
could say, there was no death, no burial and, therefore, no 
resurrection from the dead.   

(Dr. Roger Pascoe, The Resurrection: Here We Stand – NET Bible Notes)





he  was  raised
The Gospel Non-negotiables

Just as the heart pumps life-giving blood to every 
part of the body, so the truth of the resurrection gives 
life to every other area of gospel truth.  The 
resurrection is the pivot on which all of Christianity 
turns and without which none of the other truths 
would much matter.  Without the resurrection, 
Christianity would be so much wishful thinking, 
taking its place alongside all other human philosophy 
and religious speculation.  

(John MacArthur, New Testament Commentary, 1 Corinthians, p. 398) 



he  was  raised
The Gospel Non-negotiables

11 While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people 
were astonished and came running to them in the place called 
Solomon’s Colonnade.  12 When Peter saw this, he said to 
them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you?  Why do 
you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had 
made this man walk?  13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus.  
You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him 
before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go.  14 You 
disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a 
murderer be released to you.  15 You killed the author of life, 
but God raised him from the dead.  We are witnesses of this.

Acts 3:11 – 15 NIV



he  was  seen
The Gospel Non-negotiables

Peter 
The Twelve 

Over 500 others
James 

All the apostles 
Paul 



No event in history 
has been so subjected 
to scrutiny and 
analysis as this claim 
of Jesus.  

(Ravi Zacharias, Can Man Live Without God?, p. 161) 



The evidence for our Lord’s life and 
death and resurrection may be and 
often has been shown to be 
satisfactory.  It is good according to 
the common rules for distinguishing 
good evidence from bad.  Thousands 
and tens of thousands of persons 
have gone through it piece by piece 
as carefully as every judge summing 
up on an important case.  



I have myself done it many times over, not to 
persuade others but to satisfy myself.  I have 
been used for many years to study the history 
of other times, and to examine and weigh the 
evidence of those who have written about 
them, and I know of no one fact in the 
history of mankind which is better 
proved by fuller evidence than 
the great sign that God has given 
us that Christ died and rose 
again from the dead.

(Thomas Arnold, cited in the MacArthur New Testament Commentary, p. 403) 





God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus; 
He came to love, heal, and forgive; 
He lived and died to buy my pardon. 
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives. 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow; 
Because He lives all fear is gone; 
Because I know He holds the future, 
Life is worth the living just because He lives. 




