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Job	  38:1-‐7	  
40:1-‐2;8	  	  &	  42:1-‐10



Chapter 1



Chapters 1&2



Catastrophic Demise: 

 -Relationships 
 -Financial 
 -Health



Additional 
Characters 



Chapters 3-37



Chapters 3-37





Chapters 38-41
“Would you 
discredit my 
justice? Would 
you condemn 
me to justify 
yourself?  
- Job 40:8



Chapter 42





Job wants God to  
vindicate Him!  
      - Job 13:18

Job Has declared  
himself innocent!  
        - Job 34:5

Job demands  
an explanation!  
      - Job 31:35



Chapters 38-41
God’s response

Job:  What understanding do you have 
of the founding of the cosmos? 

How is the cosmos sustained and 
ordered? 

Who designed the intricacies of the 
animal, plant and weather system?

1. a frame of reference.



Job:
of the founding of the cosmos? 

How
ordered? 

Who
animal, plant and weather system?

Job:
of the founding of the cosmos? 

How is it sustained and ordered? 

Who designed the intricacies of the 
animal, plant and weather system?

“Who has” or“Who Did?” 12X

“Have you?”, “Can you?” ,  “do 
you?” or “Will you?”  32X

Chapters 38-41
God’s response

1. a frame of reference.



Job:
of the founding of the cosmos? 

How
ordered? 

Who
animal, plant and weather system?

“Who is this that darkens 
counsel by words without 

knowledge?”  -Job 38:2

Chapters 38-41
God’s response

1. a frame of reference.



Point #1: Jobs 
understanding of the 

complexities of the world 
and it’s order are limited.

Chapters 38-42
God’s response

1. a frame of reference.



Point #2: The world as God 
has made it is amazing, but it 
is not designed to prevent 

suffering.

Chapters 38-42
God’s response

1. a frame of reference.



Most readers find it very 

disappointing that God never 

answers or gives Job any insight 

as to why he has had to endure 

so much suffering.  

Chapters 38-41
God’s response

2. the Silence of God.





Chapters 40&42
Job’s 1st response

40:1-5 1The Lord said to Job: 2  
“Will the one who contends with the 
Almighty correct him?  Let him who 
accuses God answer him!”  3 Then Job 
answered the Lord: 4 “I am unworthy—
how can I reply to you? I put my hand 
over my mouth. 5 I spoke once, but I have 
no answer—twice, but I will say no more.”



Chapters 40&42
Job’s 1st response

40:1-5 1The Lord said to Job: 2  
“Will the one who contends with the 
Almighty correct him?  Let him who 
accuses God answer him!”  3 Then Job 
answered the Lord: 4 “I am unworthy—
how can I reply to you? I put my hand 
over my mouth. 5 I spoke once, but I have 
no answer—twice, but I will say no more.”

Saying “nothing more” is 
essentially adopting a 

stance of neutrality, not 
affirming the truth.



42:1-6 1Then Job replied the lord: 2 “I 
know that you can do all things; no 
purpose of yours can be thwarted. 3Surely 
I spoke of things I did not understand, 
things too wonderful for me to know. 
5My ears had heard of you but now my 
eyes have seen you. 6Therefore I despise 
myself and repent in dust and ashes.”

Chapters 40&42
Job’s 2st response



vindicate |ˈvindəˌkāt| 
verb [with obj.] 
clear (someone) of blame or suspicion: 
hospital staff were vindicated by the inquest 
verdict. 
• show or prove to be right, 
reasonable, or justified: more sober views 
were vindicated by events.



42:1-6 1Then Job replied the lord: 2 “I 
know that you can do all things; no 
purpose of yours can be thwarted. 3Surely 
I spoke of things I did not understand, 
things too wonderful for me to know. 
5My ears had heard of you but now my 
eyes have seen you. 6Therefore I despise 
myself and repent in dust and ashes.”

A full confession, & Job 
who was asking for 

vindication, gives it!

Chapters 40&42
Job’s 2st response



Do you love God for 
what He gives you, or 
because of who he is?

A question for us.

Redeemer.Creator. Sustainer.



“You try to make sense of the world in 
which you live based on a very small 
and incomplete picture of reality. It is 
like looking at a parade through the tiny 
knothole of hurt, pain, self-centeredness,  
            and power, and believing you       
            are on your own and  
             insignificant. All of these  
              contain powerful lies.



You see pain and death as ultimate 
evils and God as the ultimate 
betrayer,  or perhaps, at best, as 
fundamentally untrustworthy. You 
dictate the terms and judge my  
       actions and find me guilty. 

       The conversation is drawn  
        to a powerful conclusion:



Mackenzie, you cannot produce 
trust, just as you cannot 'do' humility. 
It either is or is not. Trust is the fruit 
of a relationship in which you know 
you are loved. Because you do not  
             know that I love you, you 
             cannot trust me.”



So now we have reached the 
end of the matter: trust in the 
wisdom of God is born of our 
absolute conviction that he  
          loves us.  That is the way  
           through the struggles of  
           life.



Do you love God for 
what He gives you, or 
because of who he is?

A question for us.

Redeemer.Creator. Sustainer.



Job 1:21 “The Lord gave 
and the Lord has taken 
away; may the name of 
the Lord be praised. ”
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