The great

GIFT

of getting to

know Jesus -

a series from the book of John




Jesus answered, "You say that | am a king. In fact, the
reason | was born and came into the world is to
testify to the truth. Everyone on the side

of truth listens to me.” John 18:37

GOSPEL OF JOHN"




..."The Fatherand | are one””
John 10:30

GOSPEL OF JOHN"




(Jesus) But if I do (my Father's) work, believe in the
evidence of the miraculous works | have done, even if
you don't believe me. Then you will know and
understand that the Fatherisin me, and | am in the

Father.” John 10:38

GOSPEL OF JOHN"




nr

breaking the Sabbat
own Father, making

or this cause, therefore, the Jews were seeking all
the more to kill Him,

because He not only was
N, but was also calling God His

Himself equal with God."
John 5:18

GOSPEL OF JOHN{







"Before Abraham was born, lam."  John 8:58

GOSPEL OF JOHN:




"My name is | Am That | Am." Exodus 3:14




"Unless you believe that [ am, you will die in your
sins.” John 8:24

GOSPEL OF JOHN:




1”1 am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.
2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit,
while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so
that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean
because of the word | have spoken to you. 4Remain in
me, and | will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear
fruit unless you remain in me.5 | am the vine; you are
the branches. If a man remainsin me and | in him, ...

. -
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Light of the World




... he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do

nothing. ¢1f anyone does not remain in me, he is like a
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches
are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 It you

remain Iin me anc

my words remain in you, ask

whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8This is to

my Father’s glory,

that you bear much fruit, showing

yourselves to be my disciples. John 15:1-8
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Light of the World




"He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit,
while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes .. ."

John 15:2
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*...If you remain in me and | in you, you will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”

John 15:5
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Remain in me, and | will remain in you. No branch can
near fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither

can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5| am the

vine; you are the branches.

fa man remains in me and

lin him, he will bear much
do nothing.

Tuit; apart from me you can
John 15:4,5
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“The Christian way is different: harder and easier.
Christ says, ‘Give me All. | don’t want so much of
your time and so much of your money and so much
of your work: | want you."

C.S. Lewis
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‘I have not come to torment your ordinary self but to
kill it. No half-measures are any good. [...] Hand
over the whole natural self, all the desires which you
think innocent as well as the ones you think wicked
... | will give you a new self instead.”

C.S. Lewis
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“In fact, | will give you Myself:
my own will shall become yours.””

C.S. Lewis
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"You won't grow without pruning.

He cuts off every branch in me that
bears no fruit, while every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes so that it will
" be even more fruitful. Vs. 2



You won'’t grow without pruning.

A skilled gardener never cuts off
anything, that wouldn't have been a
loss to keep and a gain to lose.
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" ...my Father is the gardener.”
John 15:1
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Romans 8:28,29

—_—

..we know that God causes everything to
work together for the good of those who
love God and are called according to his
purpose for them. 29 For God knew his
people in advance, and he chose them to
become like his Son, ...
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Pastor Tim Keller

God's knife came into both of their
lives. In one person’s life and she let
God cut her back into fruitfulness.
But God's pruning knife came into
the other woman'’s life and actually
cut her off from life, because she got
more and more bitter.

29




Pastor Tim Keller

The woman who couldn’t forgive,
couldn’t forgive for this reason. She
loved her son which is good but her
son was her vine.
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Pastor Tim Keller

So if her son went bad, if her son
didn’t respect her, if her son didn't
love her, her life was essentially over,
and bitterness ensued. Because he
had become the vine, there was
absolutely no way she could possibly
forgive herself or anybody else.

Her son was her meaning. Her son
was the way she knew her life had
meaning.
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Pastor Tim Keller

Whereas the other woman, she began to
realize, "My son is not doing what he ought
to do. My husband is not doing what he
ought to do. But wait a minute. Where do |
get my approval? Where do | get my joy?
Who is the only family | really have to
have?” What did she begin doing? She
began drawing deeply upon Jesus.

She was pruned.
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Matthew 27:45.46, 50,57

For three hours, beginning at noon, darkness came
over the earth. 46 And at three o'clock Jesus shouted
with a mighty voice in Aramaic, "Eli, Eli, [ema
sabachthani?"-that is, "My God, My God, why have
you deserted me? ....Jesus passionately criec
out, took his last breath, and gave up his spirit.> At
that moment the veil in the Holy of Holies was torn in
two from the top to the bottom.




Isaiahi 53:8
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"He was cut off from the land of the living "
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“... we must not be surprised if we're in for a rough time.
When a man turns to Christ and seems to be getting on
pretty well ... he often feels that it would now be natural if
things went fairly smoothly. When troubles come along—
linesses, money troubles, new kinds of temptations—
you begin to get disappointed.

C.S. Lewis




“Because God is forcing him on, or up, to a higher level:
putting him into situations where he will have to be very
much braver, or more patient, or more loving, than he
ever dreamed of being before.”

C.S. Lewis




"It seems to us all unnecessary: but that is because we
have not yet had the slightest notion of the tremendous
thing He means to make of us. [...] Imagine yourself as a
living house. God comes in to rebuild that house.”

C.S. Lewis




“At first, perhaps, you can understand what He is doing.
He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in
the roof and so on: you knew that those jobs needed

doing and so you are not surprised.”

C.S. Lewis




“But presently he starts knocking the house about
In a way that hurts abominably and does not seem
to make sense. What on earth is He up to? The
explanation is that He is building quite a different
house from the one you thought of—throwing out a
new wing here, putting on an extra floor there,
running up towers, making courtyards. ”

C.S. Lewis




“You thought you were going to be made into a
decent little cottage: but He is building a palace. He
intends to come and live in it Himself.”

C.S. Lewis
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