
 
Lust- it's the Greek word epithymia  
Imagining something that were it to occur in real life would be 
considered sinful. 
 
Impurity/ Debauchery- it's the Greek word akatharsia 
Arousing desires in another that cannot be fulfilled in a godly way. 
 
 
Immorality or fornication it's the Greek word porneia . 
The word porneia which was used 55 times in Paul's letters, refers 
to any sex outside the covenant of marriage. 
 
 
So here is the biblical view of sex; it's only taken us 8 weeks to 
get here; are you ready?  Sex is awesome and it's all reserved for 
marriage between a man and a woman in a lifetime bond. 
 
There isn't one of us who can say, we've been perfect in either the 
department of lust, impurity and immorality. Not one. 
 
So no worries at Sierra about becoming a community of moral 
judges from a position of superior behavior, we are all guilty 
before God's standard. But let's not let our imperfection water 
down the very clear teaching of scripture. 
 
So what do we do with this? 
 
1st We disagree with those that say that sex is just another 
appetite like food and drink.  
 
2. We would also disagree with those that see sex as just an 
animal passion.  
 
3. We disagree that the unimpeded freedom of sexual expression 
is central to self-fulfillment.  
 
We speak words of truth, repent and follow and claim the 
forgiveness that is yours in Christ, 
 
We speak words of grace, all the sins of this world not just the 
sexual sins, can be rescued and redeemed by Jesus. 
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I. Six Aspects of Godly Sex 
Song of Songs; Genesis 

 
 
 
 

1st Aspect-Godly sex-it is romantic 
 HE: How beautiful you are, my darling! Oh, how beautiful! 
Your eyes behind your veil are doves. Your hair is like a flock of goats 
descending from the hills of Gilead. 2 Your teeth are like a flock of sheep just 
shorn, coming up from the washing. Each has its twin; not one of them is alone.( 
3 Your lips are like a scarlet ribbon; your mouth is lovely. Your temples behind your 
veil are like the halves of a pomegranate.4 Your neck is like the tower of David, built 
with courses of stone; on it hang a thousand shields, all of them shields of warriors.  
      Song of Songs  4:1-4 
 
2nd Aspect-Godly sex-it is gentle and thoughtful 
HE: 5 Your breasts are like two fawns, like twin fawns of a gazelle that browse among 
the lilies.      Song of Songs  4:5 
 
3rd Aspect of Godly sex-it is life affirming, life giving. 
HE: 6 Until the day breaks and the shadows flee, I will go to the mountain of myrrh 
and to the hill of incense.7 You are altogether beautiful, my darling; there is no 
flaw in you.     Song of Songs  4:6,7  
 
4th Aspect of Godly sex-it is sensuous. 
HE: You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride; you have stolen my heart with 
one glance of your eyes, with one jewel of your necklace.10 How delightful is your 
love, my sister, my bride! How much more pleasing is your love than wine, and the 
fragrance of your perfume more than any spice! 11 Your lips drop sweetness as the 
honeycomb, my bride; milk and honey are under your tongue.  

Song of Songs 4:9-11 
 
5 th  Aspect of Godly sex-it is a full bodied experience. 
 

 



6 th  Aspect of Godly sex-it is responsive. 
He: 12 You are a garden locked up, my sister, my bride; you are a spring enclosed, a 
sealed fountain.  13 Your plants are an orchard of pomegranates with choice fruits, 
with henna and nard,14 nard and saffron, calamus and cinnamon, with every kind of 
incense tree, with myrrh and aloes and all the finest spices.15 You are a garden  
fountain, a well of flowing water streaming down from Lebanon.   
 
She: Awake, north wind, and come, south wind! Blow on my garden, that its 
fragrance may spread everywhere. Let my beloved come into his garden and taste its 
choice fruits.     Song of Songs 4:12-16 
  
II. This love poem's big point is their "oneness" 
He- I have come into my garden, my sister, my bride; I have gathered my myrrh with 
my spice. I have eaten my honeycomb and my honey; I have drunk my wine and my 
milk.   Friends-Eat, friends, and drink; drink your fill of love.   Song of Songs 5:1 
 

9 times he uses the pronoun "my" and he's not talking like he 
owns her but rather he's talking about them as one. 

      
Genesis 1:27  27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them.  
 
1. Absolute equality amongst the two genders.  
2. Both genders are needed to reflect the divine image 
 
So this takes on importance in chapter 2 of Genesis. 
22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and 
he brought her to the man.23 The man said “This is now bone of my bones and flesh 
of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” 24 That is why 
a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one 
flesh. 25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 
 

So we've gone from male and female, to a husband and wife. 
In a covenant relationship the husband and wife are to be bound 

together so they are no longer two but one being. 
 

What is that reality? A man and a woman united in covenantal 
marriage best reflects God's image. 

What is Genesis teaching us? Male and female united in a 
covenant relationship is the Biblical sex ethic. End of story. 

There are no other ethics, period. 
 

 
And why is that important?  Because it gives both context and 
standard to what's happened to fallen mankind's sex ethics. It 
explains the damage and the suffering that ill-guided sex appetites 
have wrought in relationships, families, communities, and 
countries. 
 
 
III. What is the Biblical sex ethic? 
But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of 
impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people.  

Ephesians 5:3 
 
The body, however, is not meant for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord 
for the body.   14 By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us 
also. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then 
take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not 
know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is 
said,  “The two will become one flesh.” 17 But whoever is united with the Lord is one 
with him in spirit.   18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits 
are outside the body, but whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body. 19 Do 
you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom 
you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a 
price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.  1 Corinthians 6:13-20 
 
Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will 
judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.    Hebrews 13:4 
 
 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual 
immorality; 4 that each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is 
holy and honorable, 5 not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know 
God;          1 Thessalonians 4:3-5 
 


