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    1 When Mordecai learned of all that had 
been done, he tore his clothes, put on 
sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the 
city, wailing loudly and bitterly. 2 But he went 
only as far as the king’s gate, because no one 
clothed in sackcloth was allowed to enter it. 3 
In every province to which the edict and order 
of the king came, there was great mourning 
among the Jews, with fasting, weeping and 
wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 
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    4 When Esther’s maids and eunuchs came 
and told her about Mordecai, she was in great 
distress. She sent clothes for him to put on 
instead of his sackcloth, but he would not 
accept them. 5 Then Esther summoned 
Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs assigned 
to attend her, and ordered him to find out what 
was troubling Mordecai and why. 

ESTHER 4



    6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the 
open square of the city in front of the king’s 
gate. 7 Mordecai told him everything that had 
happened to him, including the exact amount 
of money Haman had promised to pay into the 
royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews. 
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    8 He also gave him a copy of the text of the 
edict for their annihilation, which had been 
published in Susa, to show to Esther and 
explain it to her, and he told him to urge her to 
go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy 
and plead with him for her people 
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    9 Hathach went back and reported to Esther 
what Mordecai had said. 10 Then she instructed 
him to say to Mordecai, 11 “All the king’s officials 
and the people of the royal provinces know that for 
any man or woman who approaches the king in 
the inner court without being summoned the king 
has but one law: that he be put to death. The only 
exception to this is for the king to extend the gold 
scepter to him and spare his life. But thirty days 
have passed since I was called to go to the king.” 
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    12 When Esther’s words were reported to 
Mordecai, 13 he sent back this answer: “Do not 
think that because you are in the king’s house you 
alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you 
remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance 
for the Jews will arise from another place, but you 
and your father’s family will perish. And who 
knows but that you have come to royal position for 
such a time as this?” 
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    15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 
”Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, 
and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, 
night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. 
When this is done, I will go to the king, even 
though it is against the law. And if I perish, I 
perish.” 17 So Mordecai went away and carried out 
all of Esther’s instructions.  

17 So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions.
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Mordecai’s risk at the King’s Gate 
   
   Esther’s risk to go before the King



"He is no fool who gives what 
he cannot keep to gain that 
which he cannot lose.”  
                           Jim Elliot



    23 Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross daily and 
follow me.  24 For whoever wants to save their life 
will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will 
save it.  25 What good is it for someone to gain the 
whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?  

17 So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions.

LUKE 9:23-25



  “Committing to God will cost more 
than we can know, but almost never 
less than our whole selves.” 



  “Commitment to God always works alongside 
obligation to others.  God calls us to join him 
for the sake of others.  Yet ‘we cannot know in 
advance what our commitment will cost us.’  
This is difficult for Western culture, which 
demands predictability or limited liability.  So 
each of us must consider the cost of 
discipleship.”  

pp. 224.225 





  “And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.”  Romans 8:28 

ROMANS 8:28



“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory 
and honor and power, for you created ALL things, 
and by your will they were created and have their 
being.” 
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     “Whatever you do, work at it with all 
your heart, as working for the Lord, not 
for human masters, since you know 
that you will receive an inheritance 
from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord 
Christ you are serving.”  

COLOSSIANS 3:23



“The prince should think: Christ has 
served me and made everything to follow 
him; therefore, I should also serve my 
neighbor, protect him and everything that 
belongs to him. That is why God has given 
me this office, and I have it that I might 
serve him…              



The same is true for shoemaker, tailor, 
scribe, or reader. If he is a Christian tailor, 
he will say: I make these clothes because 
God has bidden me do so, so that I can 
earn a living, so that I can help and serve 
my neighbor. When a Christian does not 
serve the other, God is not present; that is 
not Christian living.”   

(Martin Luther- Sermon in the Castle Church at Weimar, 25 October 1522)             





“Do not resent your place in the story. Do not 
imagine yourself elsewhere. Do not close 
your eyes and picture a world without 
thorns, without shadows, without hawks. 
Change this world. Use your body like a tool 
meant to be used up, discarded, and 
replaced. Better every life you touch. We will 
reach the final chapter.”      
N.D. Wilson, Notes From The Tilt-A-Whirl: Wide-Eyed Wonder in God's Spoken World                            

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3469712


God’s plan and His people 
are worth the risk.



“So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in 
prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and 
ashes.”                                     Daniel 9:3 
   
 “David pleaded with God for the child. He fasted and 
spent the nights lying in sackcloth on the ground.”  
                                                       2 Samuel 12:16 
      
“Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each 
church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to 
the Lord, in whom they had put their trust.”  Acts 14:23                            



“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “Return 
to Me with all your heart, and with fasting, 
weeping and mourning; and rend your heart 
and not your garments.” Now return to the 
LORD your God, for He is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger, abounding in 
lovingkindness and relenting of evil.    

               
Joel 2:12-13                           



God’s sovereignty always 
includes His provision.



"Be of good courage, and let us be 
courageous for our people, and for the cities 
of our God, and may the LORD do what 
seems good to him.”   

               
2 Samuel 10:12                           



“My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to 
be taken away unless I drink it, may your will 
be done.”    

               
Matthew 26:42                           



(Jesus) “being in very nature    God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be 
used to his own advantage; rather, he made 
himself nothing by taking the very nature of 
a servant, being made in human 
likeness. And being found in appearance as 
a man, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death—even death on a cross!”                             

Philippians 2:7:8



“But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was on 
him, and by his wounds we are healed.”                             

Isaiah 53:5



“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, 
in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God
—this is your true and proper worship.”                             

Romans 12:1


