


    ”One problem that Matthew faced in 
structuring his Gospel for the Hebrew reader 
was to show that Jesus really was the 
expected Messiah. Jesus did not seem to be 
the King the Jews pictured. He did not set out 
to crush the Roman Empire. He did not act to 
set up the expected earthly kingdom. He did 
not behave as the Jews thought their King 
should behave.”     
                       
                      The Teachers Commentary   Lawrence O. Richards 



    18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came 
about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child 
through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her 
husband was a righteous man and did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

MATTHEW 1:18-25



    20 But after he had considered this, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because what 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 

She will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins.” 

MATTHEW 1:18-25



    22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 
had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin 
will be with child and will give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel”—which 
means, “God with us.”  

MATTHEW 1:18-25



    24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the 
angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he had no 
union with her until she gave birth to a son. 
And he gave him the name Jesus.  

MATTHEW 1:18-25



  “It (engagement) was considered the 
beginning of marriage, and since it was 
legally binding, the pledge could not be 
broken except by a bill of divorce. This is the 
reason why Joseph is referred to as the 
husband of Mary in verse 19 of the first 
chapter of Matthew.”   

The New Manners and Customs of the Bible Commentary,  
J.M. Freeman, H.J Chadwick  



  “He (Joseph) had pondered and had planned 
as best he knew, but now God had called a 
halt and he had to decide whether he was 
willing to shelter Mary by marrying her and, if 
necessary, take upon himself whatever 
stigma might attach to her.”   

Word Pictures in the New Testament, A.T Robertson  



  “She (Mary) had conceived by the power of 
the Holy Ghost; not by the power of nature. 
The Holy Spirit, who produced the world, now 
produced the Savior of the world, and 
prepared him a body.”   

Mathew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible  



 “Matthew 1:16 and 18 make it clear that 
Jesus Christ’s birth was different from that of 
any other Jewish boy named in the genealogy. 
Matthew pointed out that Joseph did not 
“beget” Jesus Christ. Rather, Joseph was the 
“husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, 
who is called Christ.” Jesus was born of an 
earthly mother without the need of an earthly 
father.”   

The Bible Exposition Commentary, Warren Wiersbe



  “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will 
come with vengeance; with divine retribution he 
will come to save you.” 

ISAIAH 35:4



 “The name Jesus means “Savior” and comes 
from the Hebrew name, Joshua (“Jehovah is 
salvation”). There were many Jewish boys 
with the name Joshua (or, in the Greek, 
Jesus); but Mary’s Boy was called “Jesus the 
Christ.” The word Christ means “anointed”; it 
is the Greek equivalent of Messiah. He is 
“Jesus the Messiah.” Jesus is His human 
name; Christ is His official title; and Immanuel 
describes who He is—“God with us.”   

The Bible Exposition Commentary, Warren Wiersbe



“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel.” 

ISAIAH 7:14



“It does not matter how small the sins are 
provided that their cumulative effect is to 
edge the man away from the Light and out in 
the Nothing.  Murder is no better than cards if 
cards can do the trick.  Indeed the safest road 
to Hell is the gradual one - the gentle slope, 
soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, 
without milestones, without signposts.”   

CS Lewis, The Screwtape Letters



“I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come 
before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep 
have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever 
enters through me will be saved.” 

JOHN 10:7-9



“1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God 
in the beginning.” 

JOHN 1:1



“15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things 
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers 
or authorities; all things have been created through 
him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together.”

 COLOSSIANS 1:15-17



“10 I bring you good news that will cause great joy 
for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord.” 

LUKE 2:10-11



“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through 
one man, and death through sin, and in this way 
death came to all people, because all sinned.” 

ROMANS 5:12



 “The phrase, God is with us, is no doubt 
frequently employed in Scripture to denote, 
that he is present with us by his assistance 
and grace, and displays the power of his hand 
in our defense…   

John Calvin, Harmony of the Gospels



 But here we are instructed as to the manner 
in which God communicates with men. For out 
of Christ we are alienated from him; but 
through Christ we are not only received into 
his favor, but are made one with him.”   

John Calvin, Harmony of the Gospels



“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of 
the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
received from God?” 

1 CORINTHIANS 6:19



“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer 
live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the 
body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me.”

GALATIANS 2:20


