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39 Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of 
Olives, and his disciples followed him. 40 On 
reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that 
you will not fall into temptation.” 41 He 
withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, 
knelt down and prayed, 42 “Father, if you are 
willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, 
but yours be done.” 
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    43 An angel from heaven appeared to him 
and strengthened him. 44 And being in 
anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his 
sweat was like drops of blood falling to the 
ground.45 When he rose from prayer and went 
back to the disciples, he found them asleep, 
exhausted from sorrow. 46 “Why are you 
sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray 
so that you will not fall into temptation.” 
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47 While he was still speaking a crowd came up, 

and the man who was called Judas, one of the 
Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus 
to kiss him, 48 but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are 
you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 49 

When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to 
happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with 
our swords?” 50 And one of them struck the 
servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear.
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51 But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he 

touched the man’s ear and healed him. 52 Then 
Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the 
temple guard, and the elders, who had come for 
him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come 
with swords and clubs? 53 Every day I was with 
you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a 
hand on me. But this is your hour—when 
darkness reigns.”
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 54 Then seizing him, they led him away and took 
him into the house of the high priest. Peter 
followed at a distance. 55 But when they had 
kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and 
had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 
56 A servant girl saw him seated there in the 
firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This 
man was with him.” 57 But he denied it. “Woman, I 
don’t know him,” he said.
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58 A little later someone else saw him and said, 
“You also are one of them.” “Man, I am not!” Peter 
replied. 59 About an hour later another asserted, 
“Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a 
Galilean.” 60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know 
what you’re talking about!” Just as he was 
speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned 
and looked straight at Peter.
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 Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had 
spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, 
you will disown me three times.” 62 And he went 
outside and wept bitterly. 63 The men who were 
guarding Jesus began mocking and beating him. 
64 They blindfolded him and demanded, 
“Prophesy! Who hit you?” 65 And they said many 
other insulting things to him.   (NIV 84)
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“The path of the righteous is like the morning 
sun, shining ever brighter till the full light of 
day.  But the way of the wicked is like deep 
darkness; they do not know what makes them 
stumble.”                                Proverbs 4:18-19  

”You are all children of the light and children of 
the day. We do not belong to the night or to the 
darkness.”                           1 Thessalonians 5:5 



“Simon, Simon (Peter), Satan has asked to sift you 
as wheat.  But I have prayed for you, Simon that 
your faith may not fail.  And when you have turned 
back, strengthen your brothers.”   

Luke 22:31-32 



15 “I lay down my life for the sheep. ... 18 No 
one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 
own accord. I have authority to lay it down 
and authority to take it up again. This 
command I received from my Father.”   

John 10:15,18                                      



“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways,” declares 
the Lord.  As the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.”    

               
Isaiah 55:8-9                        



“Your circumstances do not define God’s 
goodness—his character does. God is not a 
monster; he’s your Father (Matt. 7:11). And 
because he’s the best Father, every no 
spoken to a child of God is wrapped in 
tender, mysterious mercy. Your best dream 
might actually be your worst nightmare in 
disguise. We just don’t know. Only God does”        
Rusty McKie (TGC 7/2017)                             



“Judas act of treason is made even more 
offensive by his attempt to disguise betrayal 
with a kiss, a sign of affection.  A disciple 
with genuine affection draws a sword in 
defense of Jesus.  So an enemy comes with 
a kiss and a friend with a sword: things are 
not always what they seem.”   

F.B. Craddock (p. 263)                           



“He was despised and rejected by men, a 
man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief…”   

Isaiah 53:3                            



“But why a Garden? Human history began in 
a Garden (Gen. 2:7–25) and so did human sin 
(Gen. 3). For the redeemed, the whole story 
will climax in a “garden city” where there 
will be no sin (Rev. 21:1–22:7). But between 
the Garden where man failed and the Garden 
where God reigns is Gethsemane, the Garden 
where Jesus accepted the cup from the 
Father’s hand.                             Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary 

(Vol. 1, p. 268). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.



“The Scriptures tell us, “The first man, Adam, became 
a living person.” But the last Adam—that is, Christ—
is a life-giving Spirit.” 

1 Corinthians 15:45  (NLT)                              



“Sometimes the cup was a blessing… 

“I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the 
name of the LORD.”  Psalm 116:13 

But most often it refers to judgment, or God’s wrath. 

“…he will also drink the wine of God's wrath, which 
is mixed full strength in the cup of His anger.”       
Revelation 14:10                              



For thus the LORD, the God of Israel, says to 
me, "Take this cup of the wine of wrath from 
My hand and cause all the nations to whom I 
send you to drink it.”      

Jeremiah 25:15-17                          



“The sorrow and distress which his soul 
then suffered, arose from that lively, and 
full, and immediate view which he had then 
given him of that cup of wrath; by which 
God the Father set the cup down before 
him for him to take it and drink it.”    

Jonathan Edwards (Christ’s Agony)                       



“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I 
say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
was for this very reason I came to this hour.”   

John 12:27                            



How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do 
not listen?  Or cry out to you, “Violence!”  but you 
do not save? Why do you make me look at 
injustice?  Why do you tolerate wrongdoing?  
Destruction and violence are before me; there is 
strife, and conflict abounds. Therefore the law is 
paralyzed, and justice never prevails.  The wicked 
hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverted.                          

Habakkuk 1:2-5



“Look at the nations and watch—and be 
utterly amazed.  For I am going to do 
something in your days that you would not 
believe, even if you were told.”

Habakkuk 1:2-5



…let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us,  fixing our eyes on Jesus, 
the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy 
set before him he endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.  Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinners, so 
that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

                  Hebrews 12:1-3



“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.”   

Romans 12:13


