


Prepare for Battle 
1 Samuel 17









6 When . . . Samuel saw Eliab [he] 
thought, “Surely the LORD’S anointed 
stands here before the LORD.” 

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do 
not consider his appearance or his 
height, for I have rejected him.  The 
LORD does not look at the things 
people look at.  People look at the 
outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks at the heart.”

1 Samuel 16:6 & 7



David is young but he is 
PREPARED for battle

DAVID’S HEART



32 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose 
heart on account of this Philistine; your 
servant will go and fight him.” 

1 Samuel 16:32 - 37

33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go 
out against this Philistine and fight him; 
you are only a youth, and he has been a 
warrior from his youth.” 



34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant 
has been keeping his father’s sheep.  
When a lion or a bear came and carried 
off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after 
it, struck it, and rescued the sheep from 
its mouth.  When it turned on me, I 
seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 

1 Samuel 16:32 - 37



36 Your servant has killed both the lion 
and the bear; this uncircumcised 
Philistine will be like one of them, 
because he has defied the armies of the 
living God.  37 The LORD who rescued 
me from the paw of the lion and the paw 
of the bear will rescue me from the hand 
of this Philistine.”

1 Samuel 16:32 - 37

Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD 
be with you.”  



David’s faith is not a BORROWED 
Faith SECONDHAND faith is not 

adequate 

DAVID’S HEART



38 Then Saul dressed David in his 
own tunic.  He put a coat of armor on 
him and a bronze helmet on his head.  
39 David fastened his sword over the 
tunic and tried walking around, 
because he was not used to them.

1 Samuel 16:38 - 40



“I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, 
“because I am not used to them.”  So 
he took them off.  40 Then he took his 
staff in his hand, chose five smooth 
stones from the stream, put them in 
the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, 
with his sling in his hand, approached 
the Philistine. 

1 Samuel 16:38 - 40





DAVID’S HEART

David’s faith is not a BORROWED 
Faith SECONDHAND faith is not 

adequate 

The Number One Sign Your 
Kids Are Just Borrowing 

Your Faith (and Not 
Developing Their Own) 

February 25, 2014 by Natasha Crain

http://christianmomthoughts.com/author/admin/


David is UNINTIMIDATED by 
Goliath's size,  armor,  or threats

DAVID’S HEART



41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield 
bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to 
David.  42 He looked David over and saw 
that he was little more than a boy, glowing 
with health and handsome, and he 
despised him.  43 He said to David, “Am I a 
dog, that you come at me with sticks?”  
And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.  
44 “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your 
flesh to the birds and the wild animals!” 

1 Samuel 16:41 - 44



David has a clear understanding 
of  WHO GOD IS 

DAVID’S HEART



45 David said to the Philistine, “You come 
against me with sword and spear and 
javelin, but I come against you in the 
name of the LORD Almighty, the God of 
the armies of Israel, whom you have 
defied.  46 This day the LORD will deliver 
you into my hands, and I’ll strike you 
down and cut off your head. 

1 Samuel 16:45 - 47



This very day I will give the carcasses of 
the Philistine army to the birds and the 
wild animals, and the whole world will 
know that there is a God in Israel.  47 All 
those gathered here will know that it is 
not by sword or spear that the LORD 
saves; for the battle is the LORD’S, and 
he will give all of you into our hands.” 

1 Samuel 16:45 - 47



David has a clear understanding 
of  WHO GOD IS 

DAVID’S HEART



David’s bold faith and actions 
INSPIRE & ENCOURAGE others

DAVID’S HEART



48 As the Philistine moved closer to 
attack him, David ran quickly toward 
the battle line to meet him.

49 Reaching into his bag and taking out 
a stone, he slung it and struck the 
Philistine on the forehead.  The stone 
sank into his forehead, and he fell 
facedown on the ground. 

1 Samuel 16:48 - 54



51 David ran and stood over him.  He 
took hold of the Philistine’s sword and 
drew it from the sheath.  After he killed 
him, he cutoff his head with the sword. 

1 Samuel 16:48 - 54



51 When the Philistines saw that their 
hero was dead, they turned and ran.  
52 Then the men of Israel and Judah 
surged forward with a shout and 
pursued the Philistines to the entrance 
of Gath and to the gates of Ekron.  
Their dead were strewn along the road 
to Gath and Ekron. 

1 Samuel 16:48 - 54



54 David took the Philistine’s head and 
brought it to Jerusalem; he put the 
Philistine’s weapons in his own tent. 


1 Samuel 16:48 - 54
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WHY DOES IT MATTER?
“Yeah, facts and rational thought aren’t very 
important for these crazies.” 

“Intelligent and religious are mutually 
exclusive.  There is no god.  End of debate.” 

“Please, don’t tell me people actually believe this.” 

“Debating a Christian in impossible.  They 
rely on ‘faith’ (fantasy) where an atheist 
relies on evidence.” 

“Remember, folks, these people are breeding!” 



WHY DOES IT MATTER?

“Here’s hoping we 
can work together to 
bring the children of 
the creationists’ 
preachers’ flocks to 
a more enlightened, 
boundless way of 
thinking about the 
world around us.” 
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WHY DOES IT MATTER?

70% of teenagers involved in church 
youth groups stop attending church 
within two years of their high school 
graduation. 

Southern Baptist Convention, 2001 study



WHY DOES IT MATTER?
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UPDATED: Are Young People Really Leaving Christianity?

coldcasechristianity.com/writings/are-young-people-really-leaving-christianity

(Updated on January 12th, 2019)

Much has been written about both

the Biblical illiteracy of teenage believers and

the flight of young people from the Church.

Many have observed this trend, and I too

have witnessed it anecdotally as a youth

pastor (and shamefully, I contributed to the

trend for some time before I changed course).

Some writers and Christian observers deny

the flight of young people altogether, but the

growing statistics should alarm us enough as Church leaders to do something about the

dilemma. My hope in this post is to simply consolidate some of the research (many of the

summaries are directly quoted) so you can decide for yourself. I’m going to organize the

recent findings in a way that illuminates the problem:

Research Related to Spiritual Life of Teenagers:

Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers

Christian Smith and Melinda Lundquist Denton, Oxford University Press, 2005

Book Findings: The majority of teenagers are incredibly inarticulate about their faith,

religious beliefs and practices, and its place in their lives. The de facto dominant religion

among contemporary U.S. teenagers is what they call ‘Moralistic Therapeutic Deism’: A God

exists who created and orders the world and watches over human life on earth; God wants

people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taught in the Bible and by most world

religions; the central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself; God does not

need to be particularly involved in one’s life except when God is needed to resolve a

problem; and good people go to heaven when they die.

Almost Christian: What the Faith of Our Teenagers is Telling the American Church

Kenda Creasy Dean, Oxford University Press, 2010

Book Findings: Dean affirms what Soul Searching called ‘Moralistic Therapeutic Deism’ “If

teenagers lack an articulate faith, it may be because the faith we show them is too spineless

to merit much in the way of conversation.”
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WHY DOES IT MATTER?
“Why is this happening? 
Having studied the various 
survey results in depth, I think 
it’s fair to summarize the 
collective problem in one 
sentence: A lack of robust 
spiritual training has resulted in 
a featherweight faith for many of 
today’s young adults, and that 
faith is being blown away by 
attacks from our secular culture.”



WHY DOES IT MATTER?



WHAT CAN YOU DO TO PREPARE 
THEM FOR THE BATTLE AHEAD? 

1. Commit to deepening your understanding 
of Christianity and the arguments skeptics 
use to undermine it.  
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9. Teach your kids about religions and 
worldviews other than Christianity. 

10. Start today!  



WHAT CAN YOU DO TO PREPARE 
THEM FOR THE BATTLE AHEAD? 

10. Start today!  

11. Bonus: Teach them to ask questions 
that expose the weaknesses of the claims 
being made against their faith.



IT’S NOT HOPELESS

They’re not lost causes.  

Young people are seeking 
reasonable explanations and 

authentic relationships; 
these are the two inseparable 
rails that will lead us toward 

a solution.



envied a human being who 
led an easy life.  I have 
envied a great many 
people who led difficult 
lives and led them well.” 

(Theodore Roosevelt, “American Ideals in Education,” speech to Iowa State 
Teacher’s Association, November 4, 1910, reel 421, Theodore Roosevelt papers, 
Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington DC.) 

“Nothing in the world is worth having or 
worth doing unless it means effort, pain, 
difficulty…I have never in my life 


