


Several	years	ago,	I	
commissioned	a	na3onal	survey	
and	asked	people	what	ques3on	
they’d	ask	if	they	could	“only	ask	
God	one	thing,	what	would	it	
be?”

www.biblegateway.com/blog/2012/07/why-does-god-allow-tragedy-and-suffering/

The	Number	One	response	was:		

“Why	is	there	suffering	in	
the	world?”

I did find an interesting statistical quirk – 
people who are married were much more 
likely to know why there’s so much suffering.



Old	Testament	
39	Books



Teaching	
/	Law History Wisdom	

/Poetry
Prophets	

/	Major	&	Minor

Genesis	
/	Deut.

Joshua	
/	Esther

Job	
/	Songs		
of	Sol.

Isaiah	
/	Daniel

Hosea	
/	Malachi



Teaching	
/	Law History Wisdom	

/Poetry
Prophets	

/	Major	&	Minor

Genesis	
/	Deut.

Joshua	
/	Esther

Job	
/	Songs		
of	Sol.

Isaiah	
/	Daniel

Hosea	
/	Malachi



Chapter 1



Chapters 1&2



Catastrophic Demise: 

 -Relationships 
 -Financial 
 -Health



Additional 
Characters 



Chapters 3-37



3 ways we experience pain/suffering

#1  Natural Disaster : 
Tsunami, Earthquakes, Flood & Famine.

#2  Unknown Personal Suffering: 
 (Job) physical ailments, financial burdens, relational lose.

#3  Cause and Effect: 
persecution, effect of poor choices or God’s discipline.



Job wants God 
to vindicate Him! 

- Job 13:18

Job Has declared  
himself innocent!  
        - Job 34:5

Job demands  
an explanation!  
      - Job 31:35





Who is this that darkens my 
counsel with words without        
                   knowledge.  Brace  
                  yourself like a man;  
            I will question you and         
              you shall answer me.

Then the Lord spoke to 
Job out of the storm:



Chapters 38-41
God’s response

 What understanding do you have of 
the founding of the cosmos? 

How is the cosmos sustained and 
ordered? 

Who designed the intricacies of the 
animal, plant and weather system?

1. a frame of reference.



Job:  What understanding do you have 
of the founding of the cosmos? 

How is the cosmos sustained and 
ordered? 

Who designed the intricacies of the 
animal, plant and weather system?

Job:  What understanding do you have 
of the founding of the cosmos? 

How is it sustained and ordered? 

Who designed the intricacies of the 
animal, plant and weather system?

“Who has?”, “Who Did?” 12X

“Have you?”, “Can you?” ,  “do 
you?” or “Will you?”  32X

1. a frame of reference.

Chapters 38-41
God’s response



Point #1: Jobs 
understanding of the 

complexities of the world 
and it’s order are limited.

Chapters 38-42
God’s response

1. a frame of reference.



Point #2: The world as God has 
made it is amazing, but it is not 
designed to prevent suffering, 

and God can use it for his Good!

Chapters 38-42
God’s response

1. a frame of reference.



Chapters 40&42
Job’s 1st response

40:3-5  Then Job answered the Lord: 
4 “I am unworthy—how can I reply to 
you? I put my hand over my mouth. 5 I 
spoke once, but I have no answer—
twice, but I will say no more.”



40:3-5  Then Job answered the Lord: 
4 “I am unworthy—how can I reply to 
you? I put my hand over my mouth. 5 I 
spoke once, but I have no answer—
twice, but I will say no more.”

Chapters 40&42
Job’s 1st response

Shows appropriate  
submission and humility 

but is not a retraction of 
his assuptions.



42:1-6 1Then Job replied the lord: 2 “I 
know that you can do all things; no 
purpose of yours can be thwarted. 3 Surely 
I spoke of things I did not understand, 
things too wonderful for me to know. 
5My ears had heard of you but now my 
eyes have seen you. 6Therefore I despise 
myself and repent in dust and ashes.”

Chapters 40&42
Job’s 2nd response



1.  One of the gut reactions most 
people have to the book of Job is 
that it seems deeply unfair.  But 
the fact is we should all be grateful 
that God doesn’t give us what we 
all deserve!

Lessons and reminders from Job:



He does not treat us as our sins 

deserve or repay us according to 

our iniquities.       -Psalms 103:10    



2.  Although we’d all like to have more insight 
and answers to why there is suffering in the 
world, we all have the same choice that Job 
did when he lacked those answers,  Will I 
trust and obey God or not?  (I believe the 

answer to this question boils down to one thing: 
Do I believe that God loves and cares about me?)

Lessons and reminders from Job:



I	am	very	serious	when	I	say	this,	beware	of	your	dreams,	
for	dreams	make	dangerous	friends.	We	all	have	them—
longings	for	a	beEer	life,	a	healthy	child,	a	happy	
marriage,	rewarding	work.	But	dreams	are,	I	have	come	to	
believe,	misplaced	longings.	False	lovers.	Why?	Because	
God	is	enough.	Just	God.	And	he	isn’t	“enough”	because	
he	can	make	our	dreams	come	true—no,	if	you	believe	
that	you’ve	got	him	confused	with	Santa	or	Merlin	or	
Oprah.	The	God	who	created	the	universe	is		
enough	for	us—even	without	our	dreams.		
God	was	enough	for	the	martyrs	facing	lions		
and	fire—even	when	the	lions	and	the	fire		
won.		And	God	is	enough	for	you.

-page	250-251



Do you love God for 
what He gives you, or 
because of who he is?

A question for us.



 Blessed are all who fear the Lord, who 
walk in obedience to him.   -Psalms 128:1 

Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will 
obey my teaching. My Father will love 
them, and we will come to them and make 

our home with them.      -John 14:23



3.  Job’s blind spot is not unlike ours, 

trials reveal that we don’t really trust 

God because we have too small a view 

of Him and too big a view of ourselves.

Lessons and reminders from Job:



“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways declares 

the Lord. 9 “As the heavens are higher 

than the earth, so are my ways higher 

than your way and my thoughts than 

your thoughts.       -Isaiah 55:8-9 



4.  Job’s life uniquely qualifies him 

to intercede on his friends behalf.  

Jesus’ life uniquely qualifies him 

to intercede on our behalf. 

Lessons and reminders from Job:



 Who then is the one who condemns? No 

one. Christ Jesus who died—more than 

that, who was raised to life—is at the 

right hand of God and is also interceding 

for us.        -Romans 8:34


