
III. The imagery of the drawn sword in the hands of the Lord. 
13 When Joshua was near the town of Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing 
in front of him with sword in hand.    Joshua 5:13 
 
 
24 After sending  (Adam and Eve) out, the Lord God stationed mighty cherubim to 
the east of the Garden of Eden. And he placed a flaming sword that flashed back 
and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.    Genesis 3:24 
 
The picture we get in Genesis: Anybody who tries to get back into the garden, 
back into the presence of the Holy One, will have to face the sword. 
 
In the Holy of Holies, which was in the tabernacle and later in the temple after it 
was constructed by Solomon, is where the Ark of the Covenant was placed. 
  
Over the ark were two golden cherubim, symbolically guarding God’s throne. 
They are the guardians that protect God’s holy presence from any sinful 
invasion.  In short, Sinful people cannot relate to a holy God.  
 
So why didn’t that sword come down on Joshua? Because one day Christ 
would come as the Son of Man and take that sword upon himself.  
 
This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls. It leads us through the 
curtain into God’s inner sanctuary. 20 Jesus has already gone in there for us.  
       Hebrews 6:19,20 
 
If God is for us, who can ever be against us? 32 Since he did not spare even his own 
Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else? 33 Who dares 
accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God himself has given us 
right standing with himself. 34 Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus 
died for us and was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at 
God’s right hand, pleading for us.     Romans 8:31-34 
 
 
As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”   Joshua 24:15 
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13 Now when Joshua was near 
Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him 
with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and 
asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?” 

 
14 “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the 
LORD I have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the 
ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my 
Lord have for his servant?”  
 
15 The commander of the LORD‘s army replied, “Take off your 
sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And 
Joshua did so. 

This is God’s Word 

I. 1. Who is the man Joshua encounters? 
 

Joshua fell with his face to the ground in reverence. “I am at your command,” 
Joshua said. “What do you want your servant to do?”  Joshua 5:14 
 
In the Book of Revelation the Apostle John is escorted by an angel in heaven 
itself and he is completely blown away by what he is seeing and so he falls down 
at the angels feet in worship but the angel warns him. 
 
I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to 
me. 9 But he said to me, “Don’t do that!                             Revelation 22:8 
 
Moral of the story:  We don't ever worship angels. 

   

 



So if this too is an angel does he tell Joshua to “Get up”? 
 
No he says, “Thank you for worshiping me, and as a matter of fact, I would like 
you to go one step further."  
 

15 ...“Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua 
did as he was told.      Joshua 5:15 

 

There’s one Person in the Godhead whose specialty is to be a channel between 
us and God.  
 
In fact, in the book of Exodus, with Moses at the burning bush it says: 
2 The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of  a bush;  

Exodus 3:2 
The Angel of the Lord says to Moses:  
Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 
ground. 6 I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.” When Moses heard this, he covered his face because he was afraid to 
look at God.       Exodus 3:5,6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

II. We see a picture here of the pre-incarnate Christ with 
Joshua that affirms His absolute holiness. 
 

The holiness of God in a word is His-GREATNESS 
 
 
Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the 
prophets. 2 And now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. God 
promised everything to the Son as an inheritance, and through the Son he created 
the universe. 3 The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of 
God, and he sustains everything by the mighty power of his command.  
       Hebrews 1:1-3 
 
Do you ask somebody like that into your life to be your assistant? 
 
Joshua went up to him and demanded, “Are you friend or foe?” 14 “Neither one,” he 
replied.          Joshua 5:13,14 
 

Jesus says to Joshua, ‘I come in as general or I don't come at all. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


