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2:16  And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free 
to eat from any tree in the garden; 17  but you must not eat 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when 
you eat from it you will certainly die.” 

 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild 
animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the 
garden’?” 

2  The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from 
the trees in the garden, 3  but God did say, ‘You must not 
eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, 
and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 

4  “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the 
woman. 5  “For God knows that when you eat from it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” 

6  When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good 
for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for 
gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 

 7  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 
realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves 
together and made coverings for themselves. 

Part 6 

What is Sin? 

Genesis 2:16-17, 
3:1-9 

“Jesus didn’t come to make bad people good, but to make dead 
people alive.” 

       Ravi Zacharias                        

“What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 
Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!”    

       Romans 7:24-25  

“For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much 
more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ!  Consequently, just as one 
trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act resulted in 
justification and life for all people.”   

       Romans 5:17-18 

Genesis 2:16-17, 3:1-9

The Remedy for Sin

“We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to 
be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”   

       2 Corinthians 5:20-21 

Jesus is the only true remedy to the problem of sin 

Notes 



“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”    
  
        Romans 3:23  

The Reality of Sin

“Sin is a malignant tumor that destroys relationships, all 
relationships.”   
       Timothy Keller 

“Sin is a fundamental relationship; it is not wrong doing, it is 
wrong being, deliberate and emphatic independence of God. 
The Christian religion bases everything on the positive, radical 
nature of sin. Other religions deal with sins; the Bible alone 
deals with sin. The first thing Jesus Christ faced in men was the 
heredity of sin, and it is because we have ignored this in our 
presentation of the Gospel that the message of the Gospel has 
lost its sting and its blasting power.”   

      Oswald Chambers

“But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of 
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not 
lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God— having a form of godliness but denying its power.”     

       2 Timothy 3:3-5 

“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone 
who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a 
brother or sister will be subject to judgment.  
        Matthew 5:21-22   

If you believe the reason for pain and suffering in this world is 
the result of a specific environmental issues, then your solutions 
will also be environmental.                            

“Sin is our preference for anything over God. Sin is our 
disapproval of God. Sin is our exchange of his glory for 
substitutes. Sin is our suppression of the truth of God. Sin is our 
heart’s hostility to God. It is who we are to the bottom of our 
hearts.”   

     John Piper  (Defining Sin)                      

“They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things 
rather than the Creator.”   
       Romans 1:25   

“Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin was had it 
not been for the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not 
said, ‘You shall not covet.’”    

        Romans 7:7  

“But if the supreme problem is sin, then what we need is a 
salvation that addresses sin, not only the concrete acts of 
rebellion, but all of its effects including alienation and suffering 
and sickness and war and hate and finally death itself and hell. 
The notion of sin in Scripture is the notion of what is wrong with 
the universe and, therefore, constitutes what it is that God is 
sending his Son to address.”   

  DA Carson (What the Whole Bible Says About Sin)                   

The Result of Sin


