




 Then the Lord said to me, “Go and love your 
wife again, even though she commits 
adultery with another lover. This will 
illustrate that the Lord still loves Israel, even 
though the people have turned to other 
gods and love to worship them.” 
                                                           Hosea 3:1 



 2 So I bought her back for fifteen pieces of 
silver and five bushels of barley and a 
measure of wine. 3 Then I said to her, “You 
must live in my house for many days and 
stop your prostitution. During this time, you 
will not have sexual relations with anyone, 
not even with me.”         Hosea 3:2,3 



 4 This shows that Israel will go a long time 
without a king or prince, and without 
sacrifices, sacred pillars, priests, or even 
idols! 5 But afterward the people will return 
and devote themselves to the Lord their God 
and to David’s descendant, their king. In the 
last days, they will tremble in awe of 
the Lord and of his goodness. Hosea 3:4,5 



Pastor James Boice

In	his	sermon	on	Hosea	Chapter	three		
Boice	2tled	the	message,		

“The	Greatest	Chapter	in	the	Bible”





Hosea Chapter 3

1Our relationship to 
God is like a 

marriage.



 “Go and love your wife again, even though 
she commits adultery with another lover. 
This will illustrate that the Lord still loves 
Israel, even though the people have turned 
to other gods and love to worship them.” 
                                                           Hosea 3:1 

  



 “The Lord will take delight in you. As a 
young man marries a maiden, as a 
bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so 
will your God rejoice over you.”    

                                       Isaiah 62:4,5  
   



 Marriage Is A Priority Relationship 

1Our relationship to 
God is like a 

marriage.



 “ …as a bridegroom rejoices over his 
bride, so will your God rejoice over you.”    

                                       Isaiah 62:4,5  
   

  



 Marriage By Nature Is An 
Intimate Relationship 

1Our relationship to 
God is like a 

marriage.



 Marriage By Nature Is An 
Intimate Relationship 

How do you measure intimacy? 

• By knowledge of one another.



 Marriage By Nature Is An 
Intimate Relationship 

How do you measure intimacy? 

• By proximity to one another.



 Marriage By Nature Is An 
Intimate Relationship 

How do you measure intimacy? 

• By your potential to change 
one another.



 “… as a bridegroom rejoices over his 
bride, so will your God rejoice over you.”    

                                       Isaiah 62:5  
   

  





2
Hosea Chapter 3

Our relationship 
to God is like a 
bad marriage.



 “Go and love your wife 
again, even though she 

commits adultery with 
another lover.                                                            

Hosea 3:1a 



 “Go and love your wife 
again, even though she 

commits adultery with 
another lover.                                                            

Hosea 3:1a 





 "When the Lord first began speaking to 
Israel through Hosea, he said to him, “Go 
and marry a prostitute, so that some of her 
children will be conceived in prostitution. 
This will illustrate how Israel has acted like a 
prostitute by turning against the Lord and 
worshiping other gods.”        Hosea1:2                     



1.  To work some redemption 
into Gomer’s life, which she 

desperately needs.

Why would God ask Hosea to do such a thing?



2.  To be God’s voice to a 
rebellious and lost Israel, to 
get them to repent and turn 

from their wicked ways.

Why would God ask Hosea to do such a thing?





 9 And the Lord said, “Name 
him Lo-ammi, for you are not My 
people and I am not your God.”    
                                       Hosea1:9 

Lo-ammi means “Not mine”                    





 “…even though she 

commits adultery with 
another lover.                                                            

Hosea 3:1a 



 “…This will illustrate that 
the Lord still loves Israel, even 

though the people have 
turned to other gods and love 
to worship them.” Hosea 3:1b 
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Hosea Chapter 3

What it cost 
God to heal his 
marriage to you.



  So I bought her back for fifteen 
pieces of silver and five bushels 
of barley and a measure of wine.  

Hosea 3:2  

                                            



  Then I said to her, “You must live 
in my house for many days and 

stop your prostitution. During this 
time, you will not have sexual 

relations with anyone, not even 
with me.” Hosea 3:3  



“… there were the disloyal 
habits of years to be broken, 
and the realities of personal 

relationship … to be 
unhurriedly explored 

together.” 

Derek Kinder  



  Then I said to her, “You must live 
in my house for many days and 

stop your prostitution. During this 
time, you will not have sexual 

relations with anyone, not even 
with me.” Hosea 3:3  





4 This shows that Israel will go a long time 
without a king or prince, and without 
sacrifices, sacred pillars, priests, or even 
idols! 5 But afterward the people will return 
and devote themselves to the Lord their 
God and to David’s descendant, their 
king. In the last days, they will tremble in 
awe of the Lord and of his goodness.  
                              Hosea 3:4,5 
            



 5…afterward the people will 
return and devote themselves to 
the Lord their God and to David’s 

descendant, their king.                              
Hosea 3:5 

            



  This is a record of the ancestors of 
Jesus the Messiah, a descendant 

of David and of Abraham:    
Matthew 1:1 

                           
            



 42 “What do you think about the Messiah? 
Whose son is he?” They replied, “He is the son 
of David.” 43 Jesus responded, “Then why does 
David, speaking under the inspiration of the 
Spirit, call the Messiah ‘my Lord’? For David 
said, 44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit in the 
place of honor at my right hand until I humble 
your enemies beneath your feet.’             
                          Matthew 22:42-44 





 “… as a bridegroom rejoices over his 
bride, so will your God rejoice over you.”    

                                       Isaiah 62:5  
   

  



 18 No one can take my life from 
me. I sacrifice it voluntarily.   

John 10:18 
                                        

   



 16 “For this is how God loved the 
world: He gave his one and only 

Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him will not perish 

but have eternal life.     
John 3:16 








