
22 After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where 
he spent some time with them, and baptized. 23 Now John also was baptizing at Aenon 
near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and people were constantly coming to 
be baptized. 24 (This was before John was put in prison.) 25 An argument developed 
between some of John’s disciples and a certain Jew over the matter of ceremonial 
washing. 26 They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you on 
the other side of the Jordan—the one you testified about—well, he is baptizing, and 
everyone is going to him.”  

27 To this John replied, “A man can receive only what is given him from heaven. 28 

You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.’ 29 

The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and 
listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is 
mine, and it is now complete. 30 He must become greater; I must become less.  

31 “The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth 
belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from 
heaven is above all. 32 He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts 
his testimony. 33 The man who has accepted it has certified that God is truthful. 34 For 
the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without 
limit. 35 The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. 36 Whoever 
believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for 
God’s wrath remains on him.” 
 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Jn 3:22–36) 
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 “You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth.  Not that I accept human 
testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. John was a lamp that burned and gave 
light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light. “I have testimony weightier than that of 
John. For the works that the Father has given me to finish—the very works that I am 
doing—testify that the Father has sent me.  And the Father who sent me has himself 
testified concerning me.”    
                                 John 5:33-36 

 “John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!”    
               John 1:29    

 “Jesus is“‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.’ Salvation 
is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by 
which we must be saved.”    
               Acts 4:11-12    

“For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear 
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”   
  
            John 18:37    

”Whoever believes in him (Jesus) is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only 
Son.”    
                John 3:18  

”For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him.”  
                John 3:17 

”For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
                John 3:16 

To what truth does Jesus testify?
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“But Moses replied, “Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the Lord’s people were 
prophets and that the Lord would put his Spirit on them!” 
  
                     Numbers 11:29 

“Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison because of Herodias, 
his brother Philip’s wife,  for John had been saying to him: “It is not lawful for you to have 
her.”  Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, because they considered 
John a prophet.”    
                                 Mathew 14:3-5 

It is only for a brief period 
that John the Baptist and 
Jesus’ ministries overlap. 

This story takes place before 
John would eventually be 
arrested. 

Aenon - Means “springs”.  It 
was a place where water was 
plentiful, which is one reason 
John likely baptized there.  

One thing we can see in John’s death is the contrast 
between humility and pride.              

Moses, Jesus and the Apostle Paul faced similar situations regarding ministry competition 

“Master,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we tried to 
stop him, because he is not one of us.” “Do not stop him,” Jesus said, “for whoever is not 
against you is for you.’ 
       Luke 9:49 

“It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. The 
latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. The 
former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir 
up trouble for me while I am in chains. But what does it matter? The important thing is 
that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of 
this I rejoice’ 
                      Philippians 1:15-18 

What does it look like for me to decrease so he can increase?


