


There was a man from the Pharisees named 

Nicodemus,  a ruler of the Jews.  2 This man 

came to Him at night and said, “Rabbi,  we 

know that You have come from God  as a 

teacher, for no one could perform these signs 

You do unless God were with him.” 3 Jesus 

replied, “I assure you: Unless someone is born 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

John 3:1-16



Luke 23:43 Jesus answered him, “I assure you, 

today you will be with me in paradise.”

Matthew 18:3  And he said: “I assure you,  

unless you change and become like little 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven.  



4 “But how can anyone be born when he is 

old?” Nicodemus asked Him. “Can he enter his 

mother’s womb a second time and be born?” 
5 Jesus answered,  “I assure you: Unless 

someone is born  of water and the Spirit,  he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 Whatever is 

born of the flesh  is flesh, and whatever is born 

of the Spirit  is spirit. 7 Do not be amazed that I 

told you that you must be born again. 

John 3:1-16



8 The wind blows where it pleases, and you hear 
its sound, but you don’t know where it comes 
from or where it is going. So it is with everyone 
born of the Spirit.” 9 “How can these things be?” 
asked Nicodemus. 10 “Are you a teacher of Israel 

and don’ t know these things?”  Jesus 
replied.  11 “I assure you:  We speak what We 
know and We testify to what We have seen, but 
you do not accept Our testimony. 

John 3:1-16



The Talmud speaks of a proselyte who has 

come out an immersion as “one reborn”.  

When an individual enters the mikvah, he is 

reentering the womb, and when he emerges, 

he is as if born anew.  

“He is deemed to be an  

Israelite in all respects” 

“Chronicles of the Messiah” by Torah Club, vol. 1 p. 239 & 240



Ezek. 36:25-27  I will sprinkle clean water on 

you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you 

from all your impurities and from all your idols. 
26 I will give you a new heart and put a new 

spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart 

of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I 

will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow 

my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.



12 If I have told you about things that happen on 

earth and you don’t believe, how will you 

bel ieve i f I te l l you about th ings of 

heaven?  13 No one has ascended  into 

heaven  except the One who descended from 

heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted 

up the snake in the wilderness,  so the Son of 

Man must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who 

believes in Him will have eternal life.

John 3:1-16



16 “For God loved the world in this way: 

 He gave His One and Only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in Him will not 

perish but have eternal life.

John 3:1-16



1.  What can we learn from Nicodemus?

The humility to seek out God’s truth.  Nicodemus 
was risking a lot by looking for answers.  He risked 
going against the opinion of his peers.  He was one 
of Israel’s religious and intellectual leaders, it must 
of been embarrassing to acknowledge that he was 
confused.   Humility is a necessity for salvation and 
growth in our lives.  Pride is among the most 
destructive forces in our lives.  God hates it, and it 
has terrible even deadly consequences.  



2.  What does John want us to learn 
from this encounter?

Three things we can’t miss.  One, that Jesus is no 
ordinary teacher.  He has the audacity to say that no 
one has ever been or done what he has, “No one has 
ascended into heaven except the One who 
descended from heaven—the Son of Man” (Jn.3:13).  
John’s thesis is on full display in this story, that 
Jesus came into the world to testify to the truth: 
”the reason I was born and came into the world is to 
testify to the truth” -John 18:37.



“To believe on the 

name of the Yeshua is 

to accept His authority 

as an agnate of God”

“Chronicles of the Messiah” by Torah Club, vol. 1 page 236



2.  What does John want us to learn 
from this encounter?

Secondly, it should be no surprise than 
Jesus cuts to the most important truth that 
Nicodemus needed to hear: everyone needs 
to be born again!  We all need the cleansing 
and leading that comes from receiving God’s 
spirit.  It comes as a free gift.  It’s available to 
all who seek Him. 



2.  What does John want us to learn 
from this encounter?

Thirdly, that Jesus’ death (he was lifted up 
for us Jn. 3:14) comes freely to us but it was 
costly for God.  It’s God’s key demonstration 
of His love for the world and it’s that 
demonstration of sacrificial love that Jesus 
appeals to when he tells us to “love one and 
other” (Jn 13:34).


