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9:1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not 
that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him.  
4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one 
can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

6 Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he 
anointed the man's eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.  

8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” 
He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 
11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go 
to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, 
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”                                                            

Questions to consider this week: 
1. What assumptions have you made about the causes for suffering in your life? 
2. If the reasons for suffering are often not clear, why do you think we want answers 

anyway?  Who can you call or meet with this week who is suffering right now? 
3. What do you think is the most significant aspect of the miracle Jesus performs? 

1.  God can use suffering to get our attention  

Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager hope,  the creation 
looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and 
decay.  For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up 
to the present time.                                                   Romans 8:20-22  (NLT) 

Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.”Nathan replied, “The Lord has 
taken away your sin. You are not going to die. But because by doing this you have shown 
utter contempt for the Lord, the son born to you will die.”                             2 Samuel 12:13-14 

Jesus takes dust from the ground and creates a new man.  Do you see the 
significance?    
Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and the man became a living being.                                        Genesis 2:7   Why is there suffering in our world?  

“The real problem is not why some pious, humble, believing people suffer, but why some do 
not.”        
                CS Lewis - The Problem of Pain 

2.  Suffering can be the result of original sin  
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this 
way death came to all people, because all sinned.                                               Romans 5:12  

3.  Suffering can be the result of personal sin  

4.  Sometimes we will not understand the reason for suffering  
After the Lord had said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “I am angry with 
you and your two friends, because you have not spoken the truth about me, as my servant 
Job has… My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer and not deal with 
you according to your folly. You have not spoken the truth about me.”                       Job 42:7-9 

The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our 
children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.                       Deuteronomy 29:29 
              
The most important question here is not about why we suffer.  The more 
important question is: what does God ask you to do in the midst of 
suffering?  

5.  Don’t miss the “Signs” John uses to point us to the Messiah Jesus  

Jesus gives sight to a blind man.                                                      
See Isaiah 35    
Jesus tells the man to wash (be cleansed) in a pool called Siloam (sent)        
See Jesus refer to himself as the one sent by the Father in John 5:16, 8:16,18,26    
Jesus says he is the light of the world       
See John 1:9-10    


