








1 It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus 
knew that the time had come for him to leave 
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his 
own who were in the world, he now showed 
them the full extent of his love. 2 The evening 
meal was being served, and the devil had 
already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, 
to betray Jesus.                              John 13:1,2 

                             



3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things 
under his power, and that he had come from 
God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up 
from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and 
wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash his 
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that 
was wrapped around him.         John 13:3-5 

                             



6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus 
replied, “You do not realize now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,” 
said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have 
no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter 
replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my 
head as well!”                             John 13:6-9 



 10 Jesus answered, “A person who has had a 
bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body 
is clean. And you are clean, though not every 
one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to 
betray him, and that was why he said not every 
one was clean. 12 When he had finished washing 
their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to 
his place.                       John 13:10-12 

                             



 “Do you understand what I have done for you?” 
he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and 
‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now 
that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I 
have set you an example that you should do as I 
have done for you.                 John 13:12-15 

                             



 16 I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than 
his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these 
things, you will be blessed if you do them.  
                                                 John 13:16,17 

                             

  





 Then they began to argue 
among themselves about 
who would be the greatest 
among them.  Luke 22:24 

            



 Though he was God, he did not think of 
equality with God as something to cling 
to.7 Instead, he gave up his divine 
privileges; he took the humble position 
of a slave and was born as a human 
being. When he appeared in human 
form, 8 he humbled himself in obedience 
to God and died a criminal’s death on a 
cross.                       Philippians 2:6-8 





 Then  Jesus told them, “In this world 
the kings and great men lord it over 
their people, yet they are called 
‘friends of the people.’ 26 But among 
you it will be different. Those who 
are the greatest among you should 
take the lowest rank, and the leader 
should be like a servant.    
Luke 22:25,26 



 Who is more important, the one 
who sits at the table or the one who 
serves? The one who sits at the 
table, of course. But not here! For I 
am among you as one who serves.    

Luke 22:27



   1st Application:  
Be the kind of people 
who gladly go low to 

serve others. 



Jesus knew that the Father had 
put all things under his power, 

and that he had come from 
God and was returning to God; 

John 13:3 

                             



   2nd Application:  
Live like we belong 

to God because  
we do. 





For God knew his people in 
advance, and he chose them 
to become like his Son, so 
that his Son would be the 
firstborn among many 
brothers and sisters.          
Romans 8:29



He will take our weak mortal 
bodies and change them into 
glorious bodies like his 
own… Philippians 3:21 





“When death meets you and me, 
we are it’s victims because we 

deserve to die. But Jesus was not a 
victim of death; it was his chosen 

act on our behalf.”  

Pastor Tim Keller



Because God’s children are human 
beings—made of flesh and blood—the 
Son also became flesh and blood. For 
only as a human being could he die, and 
only by dying could he break the power 
of the devil, who had the power of 
death. 15 Only in this way could he set 
free all who have lived their lives as 
slaves to the fear of dying.  
Hebrews 2:14,15





6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus 
replied, “You do not realize now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,” 
said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have 
no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter 
replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my 
head as well!”                             John 13:6-9 





 Jesus answered, “A person who 
has had a bath needs only to 
wash his feet; his whole body is 
clean. And you are clean, though 
not every one of you.”  

                            John 13:10 

                             



(Jesus) saved us, not because 
of the righteous things we 
had done, but because of his 
mercy. He washed away our 
sins, giving us a new birth 
and new life through the 
Holy Spirit.   Titus 3:5 



 Jesus answered, “A person 
who has had a bath needs 

only to wash his feet;” 
John 13:10 

            



"If we confess our sins he is 
faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness," 
1 John 1:9.  





 “Do you understand what I have done for you?” 
he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and 
‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now 
that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I 
have set you an example that you should do as I 
have done for you.                 John 13:12-15 

                             



   3rd Application:  
Our influence and 

authority are the result 
of humble service. 

  



 I tell you the truth, no servant is 
greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one 
who sent him. 17 Now that you 
know these things, you will be 

blessed if you do them.  
 John 13:16,17 



 ”Balancing the warning about servants not 
being greater than their master is the 

promise at the end of this passage. Those 
that go in Jesus name, who get on with 

whatever work he gives them to do in his 
spirit and his love, are given an 

extraordinary status and privilege.” 

N.T. Wright 
Author, Theologian



 I tell you the truth, anyone who 
welcomes my messenger is 

welcoming me, and anyone who 
welcomes me is welcoming the 

Father who sent me.”                                                   
John 13:20 

                                                



N.T. Wright 
Author, Theologian

 ”Anyone who welcomes you, welcomes 
Jesus, and thereby also welcomes ‘the One 
who sent him. You probably won’t realize it 
at the time. You’ll be too busy thinking of 
the people you’re working for and with. ” 

  



N.T. Wright 
Author, Theologian

 ”But, as you look back, you may be 
startled by the joy of realizing that as you 
walked in to that house, that hospital, that 
place of pain or love or sorrow or hope, 
Jesus was walking in, wearing your skin, 

speaking in your tone of voice. “I’ve given 
you an example,’ he said, and he meant it.” 

  






