


John 15:9-17

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 

“As the Father has loved me, so have I 

loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If 

you keep my commands, you will remain 

in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commands and remain in his love. 11 I have 

told you this so that my joy may be in you 

and that your joy may be complete. 



John 15:9-17

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 

12 My command is this: Love each other as I 

have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one 

than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what 

I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, 

because a servant does not know his 

master’s business. 



John 15:9-17

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 

Instead, I have called you friends, for 

everything that I learned from my Father I 

have made known to you. 16 You did not 

choose me, but I chose you and appointed 

you so that you might go and bear fruit—

fruit that will last—and so that whatever you 

ask in my name the Father will give you.



John 15:9-17

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 

17 This is my command: 

Love each other.



12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 

15:9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you… 

 15:17 This is my command: Love each other.

A lot of “love” ?

9 Times

John 15:9-17



12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 

John Chapter 13 - 17

Chapter 13:1 …Having loved his own who 

were in the world, he loved them to the end. 

Chapter 17:26 I have made you known to 

them, and will continue to make you known 

in order that the love you have for me may be 

in them and that I myself may be in them.”



The	Tapestry	of	Love1•God the Father loves the Son (Jesus).  

•Jesus obeys (loves) the father.  

•God loves us! 

•Our love for God is reflected in obedience 
( just as Jesus obeys The Father).   

•Jesus commands us to love other people 
as He has loved us.



“The Golden Rule is devoted 

to the good in the lives of 

those around us, and this 

reaches far beyond the mere 

absence of harm. . . it aspires 

toward a remarkable richness 

in their lives, not simply the 

alleviation of their suffering.”



You are my friends if you do what 
I command (love God and others).

•God’s love for us is unconditional!

•Enjoying the benefits of the 
friendship he offers is conditional!

2Condi3onal	Friendship?



3You	are	my	Friends…		
Rela%onship	Redefined!
I no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master’s business.

Abraham my friend…  

The Lord would speak to Moses face to 
face, the way a person speaks to a friend. 
Isaiah 41:8 (2 Chron. 20:7;James 2:23) / Exodus 33:11



3You	are	my	Friends…		
Rela%onship	Redefined!
I no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master’s business.

Hebrews 2:11 For indeed he who makes holy 
and those being made holy all have the 
same origin, and so he is not ashamed to 
call them brothers and sisters



You	are	my	Friends…		
Rela%onship	Redefined!3 Paul’s Letter to Philemon 

regarding a runaway 
slave, named Onesimus. 

9 yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. 
that you might have him back… 16 no longer as a 
slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is 
very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a 
fellow man and as a brother in the Lord. -Phil 1:9,15&16



You	are	my	Friends…		
Rela%onship	Redefined!
I no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master’s business.

On the one hand this claim makes perfect 

sense, since God is relational (Father, Son, 

Spirt) and He created us, “in His image and 

likeness”.  So, of course we see that we are 

made for a relationship with God and others.
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You	are	my	Friends…		
Rela%onship	Redefined!
I no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master’s business.

However, it’s also incredibly revolutionary! In other 
religions you where created to serve the interest of the 
God(s) or at best, you work your way up to earn God’s 
favor.  No other religion has a claim like this, that God 
comes to us first, He cares for us and is a friend to us 
(serves us).
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Jesus’	Friendship
Jesus remains LOYAL when we 
fail Him.4 FORGIVENESS is available 

anytime we ask.

TRUTH is told, even when it’s hard to hear.

COMFORT’S us when we mourn. Inspires our 
life with 
PURPOSE!

DOES FOR US what we 
can’t do for ourselves.



communion


