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1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he 
separated the light from the darkness.  
5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the first day. 6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate 
water from water.” 
 7 So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it 
was so. 8 God called the expanse “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the second 
day.   Genesis 1:1-8 

 
The Book of Genesis Part 1: 
“In The Beginning” - Genesis 1

“Very little in ancient Near Eastern cosmologies [including Genesis 1] relates to the manufacture of the 
material cosmos... Rather, they recount the organization and ordering of the elements of the cosmos as 
a functional whole….For us, the existence of the world is perceived in physical, material terms... [For 
the ancient biblical authors] creation was about the establishment of the functioning cosmos, not about 
the origins of the material structure or substance of the cosmos.”  
 
   John Walton, Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament  

What does “In the beginning mean”?

“In Genesis, the ‘beginning’ (re’shīt) refers to a preliminary period of time rather than a first point in 
time. This leads us to conclude that the ‘beginning’ is a way of labeling the seven-day period of 
creation described in the remainder of Genesis 1 rather than a point in time prior to the seven days.”   

    John Walton, Genesis One as Ancient Cosmology 
       

How do the six days of creation fit together?

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  Day after day they pour 
forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge.  They have no speech, they use no words; no 
sound is heard from them.  Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the 
world.          Psalm 19:1-4.  
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Why does the seventh day of creation not have a 

morning and evening like the other six?

“Unlike the previous days, the seventh day is simply announced. There is no mention of evening or 
morning, no mention of a beginning or ending. The suggestion is that the primordial seventh day exists 
in perpetuity, a sacred day that cannot be abrogated by the limitations common to the rest of the created 
order.”     Samuel Balentine, The Torah’s Vision of Worship  
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Community Group Questions: 
1. What do you find most challenging about reading Genesis 1? 
2. How would you answer a friend who said Genesis 1 contradicts science? 
3. How does Genesis 1 help you understand your place and purpose in creation? 
4. Is there anything in Genesis 1 that moves you to worship Jesus? 

?

http://bibleprojcet.com

