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“Very little in ancient Near Eastern 
cosmologies [including Genesis 1] relates to 
the manufacture of the material cosmos...                     



Rather, they recount the organization and 
ordering of the elements of the cosmos as a 
functional whole.  For us, the existence of the 
world is perceived in physical, material 
terms.                    



[For the ancient biblical authors] creation 
was about the establishment of the 
functioning cosmos, not about the origins of 
the material structure or substance of the 
cosmos.”  

John Walton, Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament                     



1 In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless 
and empty, darkness was over the surface of 
the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the waters.                 



3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 
was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, 
and he separated the light from the 
darkness. 



5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness 
he called “night.” And there was evening, 
and there was morning - the first day.



6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse 
between the waters to separate water from 
water.” 7 So God made the expanse and 
separated the water under the expanse from 
the water above it. And it was so. 



8 God called the expanse “sky.” And there 
was evening, and there was morning - the 
second day.  

Genesis 1:1-8





Now in the same year, in the beginning of the 
reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth 
year, in the fifth month, Hananiah the son of 
Azzur, the prophet, who was from Gibeon, 
spoke to me in the house of the Lord in the 
presence of the priests and all the people.   

Jeremiah 28:1



“In Genesis, the ‘beginning’ (re’shīt) refers to 
a preliminary period of time rather than a 
first point in time. This leads us to conclude 
that the ‘beginning’ is a way of labeling the 
seven-day period of creation described in the 
remainder of Genesis 1 rather than a point in 
time prior to the seven days. 

John Walton, Genesis One as Ancient Cosmology



Light and Darkness separated



Light and Darkness separatedLet them serve as signs



The heavens declare the glory of God; the 
skies proclaim the work of his hands.  Day 
after day they pour forth speech; night after 
night they reveal knowledge. 



They have no speech, they use no words; no 
sound is heard from them.  Yet their voice 
goes out into all the earth, their words to the 
ends of the world.  

Psalm 19:1-4 



Waters above separated from waters below



Birds of the air 

Sea creatures



Let dry ground appear



Let dry ground appear

Let the earth bring forth living creatures



Let dry ground appear

Let the earth bring forth living creatures

Let us make mankind in our image



Day1 Day4

Day2 Day5

Day3

Day6



Who kept the sea inside its boundaries as it 
burst from the womb, and as I clothed it with 
clouds and wrapped it in thick darkness? 

Job 38:8-9



Have you ever commanded the morning to 
appear and caused the dawn to rise in the 
east?  As the light approaches, the earth 
takes shape like clay pressed beneath a seal; 
it is robed in brilliant colors. 

Job 38:12,14





“Unlike the previous days, the seventh day is 
simply announced. There is no mention of 
evening or morning, no mention of a 
beginning or ending.



The suggestion is that the primordial seventh 
day exists in perpetuity, a sacred day that 
cannot be abrogated by the limitations 
common to the rest of the created order.”  

Samuel Balentine, The Torah’s Vision of Worship



“The time promised by God has come at 
last!” he announced. “The Kingdom of God is 
near! Repent of your sins and believe the 
Good News!”   

Mark 1:15



The Son is the image of the invisible God,  
the firstborn over all creation.  For in him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or powers or rulers or authorities;   



all things have been created through him and 
for him.  He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. 

  Colossians 1:16



Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and 
my burden is light.   

Matthew 11:28-30


