
“The Rich Young Ruler” 
Mark 10:17-31 

17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good 
teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus 
answered. “No one is good—except God alone.  
19 You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give 
false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.’ ” 20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all 
these I have kept since I was a boy. 
”21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 22 At this the 
man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 23 Jesus looked around and said 
to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” 
24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to enter 
the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, 
“Who then can be saved?”  
27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are 
possible with God.”28 Peter said to him, “We have left everything to follow you!”  
29 “I tell you the truth,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to receive a hundred times as much in 
this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—and with them, 
persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the 
last first.”   

Jesus challenges the idea that wealth is always a good thing

God alone must be our treasure

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from 
the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.      1 Timothy 6:10 
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For our sake, the Son of God traded the riches of heaven for a 

humble manger.  He left his throne in heaven in order to pay for 

our sin on the cross.  This is how he demonstrates his genuine 

love for us.  This is how you know you can trust him above 

anything else.

No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.   
                   Luke 16:13-14 

Further questions to consider: 
1. Have you ever considered the idea that wealth can be a bad thing in your life? 
2. Why do you think Jesus says “no one is good except God”? 
3. Can you think of something you don’t think you could live without? 
4. Can you relate to having your faith “choked out” by the worries of this life? 
5. What do you think of the illustration of a dragon to represent greed? 

?
Whatever we can’t live without is our God

The question we should ask is not, how much do we have to give?  It’s how much can we give?  

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting 
their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts.  But a poor 
widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.  Calling his 
disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury 
than all the others.  They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in 
everything—all she had to live on.   
       Mark 12:41-44  

“More than 10,000 children lived in the orphanage over the years. When each child became old 
enough to live on his own, George would pray with him and put a Bible in his right hand and a 
coin in his left. He explained to the young person that if he held onto what was in his right hand, 
God would always make sure there was something in his left hand as well.” 

     George Muller (chrisianity.com)

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  
       2 Corinthians 8:9   
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