
III. Jesus will cause conflict within each person. 
Simeon says, “… the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.” Luke 2:35 
 

God’s peace can only come after personal repentance. 
 

C.S. Lewis: “The only way for you to get peace is to pass through 
the pain of repentance and exposure.” 

 

 
For I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know 
they are sinners.”      Matthew 9:13 
 
Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but 
worldly sorrow brings death.    2 Corinthians 7:10 
 

• The sword of repentance leads to peace. 
• There’s also the sting of obedience. 

 
What do I mean by that? If you obey what the Word of God says, 
you’re going to suffer loss in this world. (Relationally, financially, 
opportunistically) because you are being set apart from the world. 

 
For everything that is hidden will eventually be brought into the open, and 
every secret will be brought to light.    Mark 4:22 
 
Whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have 
whispered behind closed doors will be shouted from the housetops for all to hear! 

Luke 12:3 
(See  2 Corinthians 5:10) 
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22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of 
Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is 
written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the 
Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: 
“a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”  

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on 
him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom 
of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in 
peace. 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the 
sight of all nations:32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your 
people Israel.” 

33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him.34 Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause 
the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken 
against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.” 

This is God’s Word 

  
 

  

 

Do you know what it means to repent? It’s to admit you’ve done 
so many things wrong, on so many levels. That you have a selfish, 
sinful heart, and more than that, you can’t change it in yourself.  

When you realize God sees everything, and nothing done in 
secret will ever stay hidden; repentance comes easily. 



 
I. Jesus will cause many to fall away from God. 
“This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be spoken against,  verse 34 
 
But to Israel and Judah He will be a stone that makes people stumble, a rock 
that makes them fall. And for the people of Jerusalem he will be a trap and a 
snare.        Isaiah 8:14 
 
"He would come unto His own and His own received Him not."  John 1:11 
 
II. Jesus will cause opposition. 
Not only will there be separation but there’ll be opposition.  
and to be a sign that will be spoken against, … verse 34, 
 

Jesus will signify what people hate. 
What do they hate?  They hate righteousness. 

 
This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead 
of light because their deeds were evil.    John 3:19 
 
“Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a 
sword?”        Matthew 10:34 
 
Doesn’t that contradict what Luke says right here in Chapter 2 of 
the Christmas story?  “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to 
those with whom God is pleased.”     Luke 2:14 
 
To discover God’s peace, we all have to pass by God’s sword. 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
Why would people be turned off to Jesus?  
On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS  
and LORD OF LORDS.     Revelation 19:16 
 
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. … 
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the 
Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” Revelation 22:13, 16 
 
Modern academia, for years now has asked us to see Jesus 

as simply a moral teacher of greater human potential. 
 

The Gospels relentlessly pose this question for their readers: 
“Who is this person?” 

 
Nowhere in all of the scripture do you have people saying,  
“I don’t really care about who He claims to be because He 

tells me so much about my human potential.” 
 

No such middle ground exists.  
It’s always, Who is this? 

 
Jesus pushed hard in his teachings. 

“You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is 
broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way.  Matthew 7:13 
 
“I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God who sent 
me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their sins, but they have 
already passed from death into life.     John 5:24 
 
It’s the reason why Simeon said He is to be a sign that will be 
spoken against, you will either have to rise, or you will have to fall.  
 
 


