




But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes upon you. 
And you will be my witnesses, 
telling people about me 
everywhere—in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8 

         
                 



9 A man named Simon had been a 
sorcerer there for many years, amazing 
the people of Samaria and claiming to be 
someone great. 10 Everyone, from the 
least to the greatest, often spoke of him as 
“the Great One—the Power of God.”
11 They listened closely to him because for 
a long time he had astounded them with 
his magic.  

         



12 But now the people believed Philip’s 
message of Good News concerning the 
Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Christ. As a result, many men and women 
were baptized. 13 Then Simon himself 
believed and was baptized. He began 
following Philip wherever he went, and he 
was amazed by the signs and great 
miracles Philip performed. 

         



14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that 
the people of Samaria had accepted God’s 
message, they sent Peter and John 
there. 15 As soon as they arrived, they prayed 
for these new believers to receive the Holy 
Spirit. 16 The Holy Spirit had not yet come 
upon any of them, for they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands 
upon these believers, and they received the 
Holy Spirit.       

         



18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given 
when the apostles laid their hands on 
people, he offered them money to buy this 
power. 19 “Let me have this power, too,” he 
exclaimed, “so that when I lay my hands on 
people, they will receive the Holy Spirit!” 
20 But Peter replied, “May your money be 
destroyed with you for thinking God’s gift 
can be bought! 21 You can have no part in this, 
for your heart is not right with God.        

         



22 Repent of your wickedness and pray to 
the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive your evil 
thoughts, 23 for I can see that you are full of 
bitter jealousy and are held captive by sin.”   
24 “Pray to the Lord for me,” Simon exclaimed, 
“that these terrible things you’ve said won’t 
happen to me!” 

      

         
                 



25 After testifying and preaching the word of 
the Lord in Samaria, Peter and John returned 
to Jerusalem. And they stopped in many 
Samaritan villages along the way to preach 
the Good News. 

      

         
                 





17 Then Peter and John laid their 
hands upon these believers, and 
they received the Holy Spirit.       

         
                 



Why was the Holy Spirit 
received differently in Samaria?



12 The Holy Spirit told me to go with them 
and not to worry that they were 
Gentiles. … 15 “As I began to speak,” Peter 
continued, “the Holy Spirit fell on them, just 
as he fell on us at the beginning.   17 And 
since God gave these Gentiles the same gift 
he gave us when we believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I to stand in God’s 
way?”   Acts 11:12,15,17       

         
                 





12 But now the people believed Philip’s 
message of Good News concerning the 
Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Christ. As a result, many men and women 
were baptized.  

         
                 





18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given 
when the apostles laid their hands on 
people, he offered them money to buy this 
power. 19 “Let me have this power, too,” he 
exclaimed, “so that when I lay my hands on 
people, they will receive the Holy Spirit!”        

         
                 



20 But Peter replied, “May your money be 
destroyed with you for thinking God’s gift 
can be bought! 21 You can have no part in this, 
for your heart is not right with God.        

         
                 



22 Repent of your wickedness and pray to 
the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive your evil 
thoughts, 23 for I can see that you are full of 
bitter jealousy and are held captive by sin.”   
      

         
                 



  24 “Pray to the Lord for me,” Simon 
exclaimed, “that these terrible things you’ve 
said won’t happen to me!” 

      

         
                 



Can a person believe and in some 
sense not  be saved?



 The seed on the rocky soil represents 
those who hear the message and 
immediately receive it with joy. 21 But 
since they don’t have deep roots, they 
don’t last long. They fall away as soon as 
they have problems or are persecuted for 
believing God’s word.  

Jesus in the Parable of the Sower-Matthew 13  

         
                 



22 The seed that fell among the thorns 
represents those who hear God’s word, 
but all too quickly the message is 
crowded out by the worries of this life and 
the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced.   

Jesus in the Parable of the Sower-Matthew 13  

         
                 





At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, 
here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do 
not believe it. 24 For false messiahs and 
false prophets will appear and perform 
great signs and wonders to deceive, if 
possible, even the elect. 
                                  Matthew 24:23,24       





1. When ministry exalts a 
person rather than Christ. 



1I. When ministry draws a 
following with promises to 
solve temporal problems. 



1II.When ministry 
exercises counterfeit 

power.  



1V .When ministry is 
preoccupied with 

health and wealth   .  



After testifying and preaching the word of 
the Lord in Samaria, Peter and John 
returned to Jerusalem. And they stopped 
in many Samaritan villages along the way 
to preach the Good News.    Acts 8:25 

    






