
 

Tale of Two Kings: 
One King is desperate to maintain as much power and control 
over his life and empire as he can.  He kills anyone that he see 
as a threat (including family members) to his power.  This is 
King Herod. 

The other King willing came down from this throne to serve 
others.  Rather than use power to protect his life, He gave it to 
save His family.   This is King Jesus. 

Philippians 2:6-8 Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a 
man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death 
on a cross!

               Community Group Questions: 
1.  What did you hear?  What hit home from the message?  How 
did this message challenge, change, or affirm your thinking? 

2. Talking or thinking about Jesus as our King may not be very 
popular, but Matthew sees it as essential to understanding Jesus.  
If Jesus is your King, how does that language shape how you 
talk, think and live? 

3. It’s easy to see how Herod’s priorities are out of whack.  But 
how about yours?  What priorities or practices do you need to 
surrender to Jesus?

2. The Magi & Worship 
If Jesus is who He says he is, it’s worth going to great lengths in 
pursuit of Him!  It also makes sense that we’d trust Him and 
follow him because He knows what’s best. And because of all 
He has done for us, it’s a joy to give our best to Him!
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Tale of Two Kings

The coming of Jesus into the world evokes hostility and pushback. We 
shouldn’t look at Herod and say,“Well, he was a tyrant.” Every single 
person in this room knows his own heart. Like Herod, you don’t want 
other people telling you how to live your life. You want to choose for 
yourself. When people met Jesus, they always acted in an extreme way. 
They never acted moderately. They either ran from him in terror, 
assaulted him in anger, or bowed in adoration and surrender.  
-Tim Keller: “The World & Jesus” Dec. 21, 2014

There are at least 85 paintings of the coming of the 
Magi in the Roman catacombs. Gentiles, not Jews, were 
the first people to travel & recognize who Jesus was & 
to worship Him!  In one catacomb painting in St. Peter 
Cemetery there are 2 Magi. The Lateran Museum & in 
the Catacomb of Peter & Marcellinus there are 3. In the 
Domitilla Catacomb there are 4.

Jesus is just a little child. He has no royal couriers to care for him, no 
military guard to defend him. He has no palace or army.  This vulnerable, 
humble little claimant to Israel’s throne will be threatened by the 
conniving tyrant Herod.  Who  will care for the little future king?  Who will 
protect him? How can he possibly survive to bring about those roles 
prophesied for him?… Yet the narrative theme that underlies all of the 
events is that God is in control! 
-NIV Application Commentary, by Wilkins pg.103


