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Community Group Questions: 
1. Which is harder for you, trusting the battle is the Lord’s or speaking the truth? 
2. Why do you think it’s important to remember the opposition we face is spiritual? 
3. Will you commit to fast and pray for your friends & enemies this week? 

Part 19 - Acts 13:1-12

Spiritual Opposition

?

1 In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: 
Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen 
(who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul.  
2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy 
Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
to which I have called them.” 3 So after they had fasted and 
prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.  

4 The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went 
down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. 5 When they 
arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the 
Jewish synagogues. John was with them as their helper. 6 

They traveled through the whole island until they came to 
Paphos. There they met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet 
named Bar-Jesus, 7 who was an attendant of the proconsul, 
Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for 
Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of 
God.  

8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) 
opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith.  
9 Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, 10 “You are a child of 
the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full 
of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop 
perverting the right ways of the Lord?  

11 Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be 
blind, and for a time you will be unable to see the light of the 
sun.” Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he 
groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand.  
12 When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, 
for he was amazed at the teaching about the Lord.   
                 Acts 13:1-12 

How to Address Spiritual Opposition

Fast and Pray  (verses 2-3)

When you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will 
not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, 
who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you.                   Matthew 6:17-18  
              
Speak the Truth  (verses 9-10)

Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.   
                  Ephesians 6:12 

The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they 
cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God.                                                1 Corinthians 4:4 

Acknowledge the Spiritual Element 

Trust the Battle is the Lord’s (verse 11)

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will 
lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save 
it.  What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit 
their soul?                                  Mark 8:34-36 

Remember the Battle is Already Won (verse 12)

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the 
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the 
authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, 
who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled 
down.  They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the 
word of their testimony.                     Revelation 12:10-11


