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' When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the
disciples and, after encouraging them, said goodbye
and set out for Macedonia. 2 He traveled through that
area, speaking many words of encouragement to the
people, and finally arrived in Greece, ¢ where he stayed
three months.




Because some Jews had plotted against him just as he
was about to sall for Syria, he decided to go back
through Macedonia.  He was accompanied by Sopater
son of Pyrrhus from Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus
from Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe, Timothy also, and
Tychicus and Trophimus from the province of Asia.




> These men went on ahead and waited for us at Iroas.
o But we sailed from Philippi after the Festival of
Unleavened Bread, and five days later joined the others
at [roas, where we stayed seven days.




’On the first day of the week we came together to
break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, because he
Intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until

midnight. 8 There were many lamps in the upstairs
room where we were meeting.




?Seated in a window was a young man named
Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul
talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to

the ground from the thira story and was picked up
dead.




10Paul went down, threw himself on the young man and
put his arms around him. “Don't be alarmed,” he said.
“He's alive!” 1! Then he went upstairs again and broke
bread and ate. After talking until daylight, he left.

12 The people took the young man home alive and were
greatly comforted.




13 We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos,
where we were going to take Paul aboard. He had made
this arrangement because he was going there on foot.
14 When he met us at Assos, we took him aboard and
went on to Mitylene




1> The next day we set sail from there and arrived off
Chios. The day after that we crossed over to Samos.
and on the following day arrived at Miletus. '¢ Paul had
decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time In
the province of Asia, for he was In a hurry to reach
Jerusalem, If possible, by the day of Pentecost.

ACTS 20:1-16
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Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her

EPHESIANS 5:25



Paul had a very complicated church story. He was a
religious kid, but rather than growing up into love
for God's people he worked against them. He hated
the church, celebrated the death of her first martyr,
and used all his energies to strike down Christ's
beloved people wherever he could find them.



Then, on his way to persecute the church, Christ
appeared to him, and the direction of his life
forever changed. Overnight, the church’'s enemy
became the church's friend.

M eﬂam Hil!






“Every man has built a roof over his head to shield
himself at the point of tension...The Christian
lovingly, must remove the shelter and allow the
truth of the external world and of what man is to
beat upon him.



When the roof Is off, each man must stand naked
and wounded before the truth of what i1s...He must
come to know that his roof Is a false protection
from the storm of what Is.”

francis Schae/fer

The Cod Who o There







Paul'’s Love for the Church



Paul's Love for The Church

Encouragement



When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the
disciples and, after encouraging them, said
goodbye and set out for Macedonia. He traveled
through that area, speaking many words of
encouragement to the people.

ACT'S 20:1-2
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We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and
sisters,and rightly so, because your faith Is growing
more and more, and the love all of you have for one
another s increasing. Therefore, among God's
churches we bhoast about your perseverance and faith
In all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.

2 THESSALONIANS 1:3-4




Paul'’s Love for the Church



Paul's Love for The Church

Sacrifice




Even if | am being poured out like a drink
offering on the sacrifice and service
coming from your faith, | am glad and
rejoice with all of you.

PHILIPPIANS 2:17/






“The logic was simple: If the Baby
Boomers did not feel the need to connect
with God, then perhaps another felt-need
would draw them into the church: the
need for community, or entertainment,
or help with their children and
marriages.




While they consumed the upbeat music,
support groups, dramas, and therapeutic
sermons, the hope was that they would
find God as well.”

7@ clriall m——






Paul'’s Love for the Church



Paul's Love for The Church

Pariicipaiion



| thank my God every time | remember you. In
all my prayers for all of you, | always pray with
Joy because of your partnership in the gospel
from the first day until now.

PHILIFPPIANS 1:1-3






In everything | did, | showed you that by this
kind of hard work we must help the weak,
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself
sald: ‘It 1s more blessed to give than to receive.

ACTS 20:30



How db you love The Church?






Do your best to come to me quickly, for Demas.
because he loved this world, has deserted me
and has gone to [hessalonica.

2 TIMOTHY 4:9-10






| remember the devotion of your youth, your
love as a bride, how you followed me iIn the
wilderness,in a land not sown. Israel was
holy to the Lord,the firstfruits of his

harvest.

JEREMIAH 2:2 (ESV)



Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty
reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give
him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has
come, and his bride has made herself ready.

REVELATION 19:6-7



How do we fove The Church?




A new command | give you: Love one another.
As | have loved you, so you must love one
another. By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, If you love one another.

JOHI 13:34-35



