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   37:1  The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of 
the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back 
and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, 
bones that were very dry.  
   3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “O Sovereign Lord, 
you alone know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 
‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to 
these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life.  
   6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with 
skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am 
the Lord.’ ”  
   7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a 
noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and 
tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no 
breath in them.  
   9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to 
it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe into these slain, that they may live.’ ”  
   10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to 
life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.        11 Then he said to me: “Son of 
man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up 
and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’   
   12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: O 
my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring 
you back to the land of Israel. 



1. Life comes from God alone

25  I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all 
your impurities and from all your idols.  
26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your 
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	   Ezekiel 36:25–26 

9 ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe into these slain, that they may live.’ ” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded 
me, and breath entered them.   
	 	 	 	 	 	   Ezekiel 37:9-10	 	 	 	 	 	 	        
	 	 	 	 	 	  

13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and 
bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle 
you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have 
done it, declares the Lord.’ ”  
	 	 	 	 	 Ezekiel 37:1–14 (NIV 1984) 
	 	 	 	 	 	  

1  “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  
2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler 
of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 
3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and 
following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions.   
	 	 	 	 	 	         Ephesians 2:1-5 

The apostle Paul draws from Ezekiel to make the same point about new life in 
Christ



I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there 
was no breath in them.    
	 	 	 	 	 	            Ezekiel 37:8 

9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.  
They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.    
	 	 	 	 	 	            John 10:9-10 
	 	 	 	 	 	  

2. There is a difference between existence and life with God

3. The Holy Spirit unites God’s people
11  Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 
“uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in 
the body by human hands)— 12 remember that at that time you were separate from 
Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the 
promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you 
who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.   

	 	 	 	 	 	     Ephesians 2:11-13 

27  And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful 
to keep my laws. 28 Then you will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be 
my people, and I will be your God.   
	 	 	 	 	 	   Ezekiel 36:27-28 



Community Group Questions: 
1. What is something you learned about God from this story? 
2. How would you explain the imagery/meaning of the dry bones vision to someone who 

isn’t familiar with the story? 
3. How would you describe the difference between “life 1.0” and “life 2.0”? 
4. How does God’s Spirit enable community reconciliation and why is that important to 

God? 
5. Just for fun, look at the similarities between Ezekiel’s visions in chapter 47:1-8, with 

John’s in Revelation 22:1-2.  

What can we learn from the dry bones story?

A - B - C

Admit - Apart from God we are spiritually dead

Believe - God’s Spirit is the agent of new life

Commit - Faith and reconciliation are exercised in community

Romans 3:23

Ezekiel 36:27-28

Ephesians 2:11-13


