
Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front 
of him with a drawn sword in his hand... (The Angel of the Lord) “But as commander 
of the army of the LORD I have now come.”    Joshua 5:13,14 
 
2 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, 
along with its king and its fighting men.    Joshua 6:2 
 
On one hand you have the dreaded sword of judgment against 
mankind, wielded by none other than God himself. Yet on the 
other hand you discover his judgment isn't against Joshua or 
Israel but rather Jericho. 
 
This is a picture of a future day when God's own Son would come  
to tear down the walls that kept humankind separate from Him 
because of sin. In Joshua's day God's sword fell against the 
Canaanites, but ultimately that sword would fall upon Christ.   
 
 
For them I sanctify myself,  ...   John 17:19 
 
What shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I 
came to this hour.      John 12:27 
 
 
Jesus is saying, “I am absolutely set apart for one thing. I am fully 
committed to one thing and one thing only.” 
 
What was that reason? To save us!  
 
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.    
      Romans 12:1 
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What Does It  

Mean to be Holy? 
	
Joshua	5:13-6:5 

 

 
Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man 
standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua 
went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?” 
14 “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the 
LORD I have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground 
in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord have 
for his servant?” 15 The commander of the LORD’s army replied, 
“Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is 
holy.” And Joshua did so.  
 
Chapter 6 1 Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the 
Israelites. No one went out and no one came in. 2 Then the LORD 
said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, 
along with its king and its fighting men. 3 March around the city 
once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 4 Have seven 
priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the 
seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests 
blowing the trumpets. 5 When you hear them sound a long blast on 
the trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall 
of the city will collapse and the people will go up, every man 
straight in.”       This is the Word of the Lord 
 
 

 
 



1. What is the holiness of God? 
 
 (1.) God is supreme perfection 
 
 (2.) God is unequalled, and thereby incomparable. 
 
 
“There is no one holy like the LORD; there is no one besides you” 1 Samuel 2:2   
 
"I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me." Isaiah 46:9   
 
“Depart from me, O Lord, for I am a sinful man.”    Peter upon seeing Jesus miracle 
of  the net of fish. 
 
 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; heaven and earth are full …” “Holy, holy, 
holy …”  “Woe is me!… I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips …”  Isaiah in the presence of God and His Seraphim angels 
 
18th century revivalist preacher, Jonathan Edwards,   
"It’s possible, out of selfish motives, to be attracted to God’s mercy, because you have 
guilt; or his love, because God is going to do good things for you; or his power, 
because God can handle things. But only if God has really begun to change your life 
will you be attracted to his holiness."  
 
2. What does it mean for us to be holy?  
 
Jesus says, “Be perfect, as your Father in heaven is perfect.”  
Peter says, “Be holy, because he is holy.”  
 
(1.) It means to be exclusively obedient to God. 
 

In the O.T. the opposite of holy is not sinful; it’s common. 
Therefore, there is a holy use and a common use, be it a person 
or a thing. 
 
Joshua's sandals for example, their common use was to walk. To 
be holy they would have to be dedicated for wearing only before 
God. 
 

The Pharisees touted their moral status, but Jesus attacked 
their self-righteousness why?  
 
Because there behavior wasn't set apart for God. They were doing 
it for themselves, to enrich their social status.  
 
 “… there is none like you, O Lord …so give me an undivided heart, to fear your 
name.”       Psalm 86:8,11 
 
 
 
(2.) It means to be separate from the world and it's ways. 
 
The early church grew exponentially due to four determining 
factors: They possessed integrity, sympathy, chastity and 
generosity, amidst hostile cultures. 
 
 
Holiness is a process, worked out together in Christian community 
And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a 
multitude of sins.”       1 Peter 4:8 
 
 
3. Our Motive for Holiness (The Mysterious Warrior) 

3 things we see from "The Angel of the Lord" 
 
 (1) Under very special of circumstances, God will become human. 
 
(2) When the Angel of the Lord speaks, God is speaking. 
God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and 
said to her, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy 
crying as he lies there. Genesis 21:17   
 
(3) The purpose of the sword. 
 But David could not go before it to inquire of God, because he was afraid of the 
sword of the angel of the Lord.   1 Chronicles 21:30   
 
The sword is the symbol of God's judgment  upon mankind's sin. 


