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“How should we pray?”



John MacArthur

“God is a father, “Our Father, hallowed 
be thy name.”  Then he is a king, “Thy 
kingdom come.”  Then he is a master, 
“thy will be done.”  As a father, verse 
11, he gives us our daily bread.  He is 
the source.  As a king, he forgives our 
debts and pardons us.  As a master, 
he leads us not into temptation.”
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Begin with PRAISE
“How should we pray?”



Psalm 9:1

“I will give thanks to you, Lord, 
with all my heart;  I will tell of 
all your wonderful deeds. I will 
be glad and rejoice in you; I 
will sing the praises of your 
name, O Most High.”



Psalm 100:1-4

“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the 
earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; 
come before him with joyful songs. Know 
that the Lord is God.  It is he who made 
us, and we are his; we are; his people, the 
sheep of his pasture.  Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and praise his name.”



“He leads me in paths of righteousness for 
his name’s sake.” (Psalm 23:3) 

“For your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my 
guilt.” (Psalm 25:11) 

“He saved them for his name’s 
sake.” (Psalm 106:8) 

“For my name’s sake I defer my 
anger.” (Isaiah 48:9) 

“Your sins are forgiven for his name’s 
sake.” (1 John 2:12)



Psalm 19:1

“the heavens declare 
the glory of the Lord."



Isaiah 43:7

“everyone who is called 
by my name, whom I 
created for my glory, 
whom I formed and 
made.”



Bring your 
REQUESTS to God

“How should we pray?”



Philippians 4:6

“Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, 
by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God”
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James 4:3

“When you ask, you do not 
receive, because you ask with 
wrong motives, that you may 
spend what you get on your 
pleasures.”



ADMIT your need for 
God’s forgiveness
“How should we pray?”



1 John 1:9

“If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from 
all unrighteousness.”



Hebrews 10:25

”let us draw near to God with a 
sincere heart and with the full 
assurance that faith brings, 
having our hearts sprinkled to 
cleanse us from a guilty 
conscience and having our 
bodies washed with pure water.”



Isaiah 59:2

“But your iniquities have 
separated you from your God; 
your sins have hidden his face 
from you, so that he will not 
hear.”



YIELD to the will of 
God
“How should we pray?”



Proverbs 3:5-6

“Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own 
understanding.  In all your 
ways submit to him, and he 
will make your paths straight.”
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Psalm 25:5-6

“Show me your ways, Lord, 
teach me your paths. Guide me 
in your truth and teach me, for 
you are God my Savior.”
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2 Chronicles 7:14

”If my people, who are called by 
my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek 
my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven, and I will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land.”




