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Jesus is the new Sabbath - 
“There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters 
God’s rest also rests from their works, just as God did from his. Let us, therefore, 
make every effort to enter that rest so that no one will perish by following their 
example of disobedience.”     Hebrews 4:9-11 

Jesus is the Passover Lamb -   
“For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you 
were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 
but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”   
     1 Peter 1:18-19 

Jesus is the Firstfruits - 
“For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in turn: Christ, 
the first fruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.”   

     1 Corinthians 15:22-23 

50 Days after Christ’s Resurrection - the Church is Born

Leviticus 23 - Christ in the Festivals

The Sabbath - Literally translates “cease” or “intermission”, and in this 
context is meant to be an intermission from work from Friday evening to Saturday 
evening dedicated to God.  

(the sabbath) “engages the people in the act of imaging God”.  
      Samuel Balentine  

So What?   Prepare for our Holiday Season… 

STOP & REST - REMEMBER - CELEBRATE 



“Leviticus is in fact a book addressed to all the people of Israel; its objective is to 
emphasize the abiding importance of the priestly-congregational partnership that 
keeps the community of faith, and the world it serves, in the center of God’s will.”   
      Samuel Balentine 

     “Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or 
with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. 
 These are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.”    
       Colossians 2:16-17 

4 Aspects of Leviticus Fulfilled by Christ 

 
          SACRED PEOPLE - 

“But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, 
he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with 
human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this creation. He did not enter by means 
of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by 
his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.”   Hebrews 9:11-12   

“One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every 
day alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. Whoever regards 
one day as special does so to the Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for 
they give thanks to God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks 
to God.”       Romans 14:5-6 

SACRED ACTS - 

“Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first 
for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once 
for all when he offered himself.”             Hebrews 7:27

SACRED SPACES - 

“Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”  
      John 2:19  

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom 
you have received from God?”    1 Corinthians 6:19

SACRED TIMES - 

“At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.”   
      Matt 27:51


