
1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you 
will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If 
anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them 
right away.” 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

5“Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ” 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey 
and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 8 A very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road.  

9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to 
the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest!” 10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 
stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from 
Nazareth in Galilee.”    

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!  Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!  See, your king comes to you, 
righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.        

I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the warhorses from Jerusalem, and the 
battle bow will be broken.  He will proclaim peace to the nations.  His rule will extend 
from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.    
                          Zechariah 9:9-10 

 “Lord, save us! Lord, grant us success!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord.”  
       Psalm 118:25-26
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What kind of King are you looking for?

The Cleansing of the Temple (vs 12-17)
12 Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling 

there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling 
doves.  

13 “It is written,” he said to them, “ ‘My house will be called a house of prayer,’ but 
you are making it a ‘den of robbers.’” 14 The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, 
and he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the 
wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple area, “Hosanna to the Son 
of David,” they were indignant.  

16 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him. “Yes,” replied 
Jesus, “have you never read, “ ‘From the lips of children and infants you have ordained 
praise’?” 17 And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the 
night.”    



“18 Early in the morning, as he was on his way back to the city, he was hungry. 19 Seeing a 
fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to 
it, “May you never bear fruit again!” Immediately the tree withered.  
20 When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. “How did the fig tree wither so 
quickly?” they asked.  
21 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you 
do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw 
yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done. 22 If you believe, you will receive whatever you 
ask for in prayer.”  

 ”The Christian’s life is to be a thing of truth and also a thing of beauty in the midst of a 
lost and despairing world.”  

       Francis Schaeffer 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead,  
4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in 
heaven for you,  
5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is 
ready to be revealed in the last time.  
6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer 
grief in all kinds of trials. 
 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than 
gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed.  
8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, 
you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,  
9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.   

        1 Peter 1:3-9    
           

“Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  You have set your glory in 
the heavens.  Through the praise of children and infants you have established a 
stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.” 
                Psalm 8:1-2 

Jeremiah 7   
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Where have we allowed shallowness and ritual to replace true worship 
of God?

The Cursing of the Fig Tree (vs 18-22)

Comparison of Fruitless Trees/Vines in the Prophets  
Isaiah (5:5-7), Ezekiel (15:1-8), Jeremiah (2:21,8:13), Hosea (9:10-17)  Micah (7)   

As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it  and said, “If you, even you, 
had only known on this day what would bring you peace. “    

             Luke 19:41-42    Where have we misplaced our hope?

“Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith;”  
        2 Corinthians 3:15  


